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Abstract
The implantation of artificial reefs is set in a context of gradual decrease in fish
landing and an increased population pressure. A project of artificial reef
implantation have been initiated in 2004 a small Senegalese’s community of
Yenne (Petite Côte), directed by the Nippon help to development to encourage
co-management. However at the end of the project, the surveillance of artificial
reefs was interrupted and fishing on these artificial habitats suddenly became
intensive. Several studies on the issue have concluded that artificial reefs may
have a negative impact on the abundance of the resource in case of lack of
management leading to intensive fishing on artificial reefs. To assess the reality
of this result through the fishermen experience in Yenne, a survey was
conducted in June-July 2014. The survey covered a sample of 10 fishers in each
of the seven fishing villages of Yenne (n = 70). The results of this survey showed
that the majority of the fishermen describe some key features of the effect of
artificial reef on fish populations. Fishermen with this complex perception of the
ecosystem are aware of the need to prohibit fishing on artificial reefs; they
disagree on this point with the fishermen who have a simpler vision of the
artificial reefs and do not understand the point of closing these sites to fishing.
Here the results of the field study, as well as the restitution of our results to the
fishermen. We conclude on the utility of local knowledge to for the comanagement of fisheries resources.
Keywords: co-management, fishermen experience, perception, prohibits fishing.

144

a

1

Edited by:
Patrice BREHMER (IRD, France; Dakar), Babacar BA (CSRP, Sub-Region; Banjul) & Gerd
KRAUS (TI, Germany; Hamburg).
Technical support: Marie Madeleine GOMEZ (CSRP), Ndague DIOGOUL (IRD).

With the collaboration of:
Peter BRANDT, Bamol Ali SOW, Alban LAZAR, Xavier CAPET, Heino FOCK, Eric MACHU, Hamet
Diaw DIADIHOU, Didier JOUFFRE, Ibrahima DIALLO, Joern SCHMIDT, Werner EKAU, Amadou
GAYE, Mahfoudh ould TALEB SIDi, Modou THIAW, Cl Abdoulaye DIOP, Adama MBAYE,
Dienaba Beye TRAORE, Moussa SALL, Mariline DIARA, Assane FALL, Ibrahima LY, Ivanice
MONTEIRO, Vamara KONE, Aboubacar TOGUYENI, Marie BONNIN, Abdelmalek FARAJ.
ISBN: 978-2-9553602-0-2

Sub Regional Fisheries Commission / Commission Sous Régionale des Pêches ©2016
Cover design: AWA (BMBF – IRD) project
Logo and flyers: Laurent CORSINI (IRD)

Translation: Amadou NDIONE (independent)
Sponsors ICAWA 2015:

2

