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URBAN GROWTH AND PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

The Trucks of Tahiti 

Lach morning, the C i t y  of Papeete (1) is subject t o  
furpressive traffic jams t f o r  many kilometrefi along the 

kortln-East and South-West entrances t o  the c i t y ,  ears  advance 
bumper to busipor and t h e  RuD.& i t s e l f ,  i n  s p i t e  of i t n  

two separato lanes ( ~ ~ ~ - a - t h e - e b s - ~ ~ ~ - c r o ~ ~ i n ~ =  is  

congesled, Traf f i c  flow problems are most svidont when schoo l s  

open (between '7 and 7.30 a&.) and on rainy dayso They are  t h e  
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r @ d t  Q f  fous C8rU6(?B 

uw P l inear urban extension along the c o a s t l i n e  which greatly 

varies  accordireg t o  the Commune under considex*atione The Commune 
ef Papeete, f o r  example, l o s t  2 000 inhabitants  between I97X Fand 

6979 (ar =**.~W * 'jt2;Efarhr) while the 
~ o í m w "  the furtbaert away from the Genter, Paga and Punaauia, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y  increased by 2 200 and 3 300 inhabitants (&.ee 

~ 

aaaaual average growth ratss of 8.4 and 92.6%). 

l es, the concentration of activities in the Comune of Papeete t o  

tbe detrinent sf reaide lat id  zones causing one t o  be obl iged to 
. commute each day over important distances. 
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.I) the impressive number of pr iva te  owned Cm6 in Tahiti : in 
I979 it u a ~ . e s t e e m e d  ( 4 )  that  there were XJ.000 vehicles i a  

c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  Rolynesia,  of which on lys - thousand  i n  the o u t e r  
i s l a n d s  other t h a n  T a h i t i ,  or9 for the latter i s l a n d  an average 
o f  one veh ic l e  for three  persons (2). A-%matW60$-& 
t h e  IS e f a."g--l, i~ CiñZb-îËi-agglome rat ---I_ i o n  $ o ne can e s%ha%+kka% 

23*QOO;iFI_epicles - c i r ~ l a ~ p ~ a ~ ~ ñ d - ~ ~ ~ & ~ . g o  OD 35k& 
o f an axt 6 - wh i c h-s - only- double d i &  tho - three. X:ammna~;~_s_-g€- Faka 
PaIfeetc a d  Pirae .  T r a f f i c  h a s  correlatively fol lewed a very 
rapid  increa6ep s ince  i t  h a s  been estimated tbak BP, daabl.& 

between. X97X and 5979 (3) .  
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.A consequence of t h i s  increase  ia traffio8 pmkiag has 

become increas ing ly  d i f f i c u l t  and the obstruction dovn-to~3 
is on the increase ,  a l l  the more 80 s i n c e  the ~~~~~~~i~~~~~ 
f e e l  reluctant to use rapaces with parking ~ e t m x  OF payable 
parking l o t s ,  
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~ 9 7 7  public transportation On the hl r j lnd Of T a h i t i  ~ J E G  

reorganized  under t h e  form of 8 ttTraasportation PZwra". Y h i ~  divisea  

the i e land  i n t o  three  main sectors .  : the c i t y  sec los  (~-%x?-f&& 

uhic'h corresponds &&the Gctmmunes of Papeete 

the Vest Coast (mes..) and the E a s t  Coast (38-35zce~3-h POP each 
of those s e c t o r s ,  f e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a l ist  of aUthQri.Zed carrying 
compani'es, the i- lEke-rzn-h?-&ì they must fol low,  the frequency of 
d a i l y  t r i p 6  and capacity of the  vehicules .  The plan also gives 

'the list of carrying conpaniee providing occasional oleraices : 

t o u r i s t i c  c i r c u i t s ,  a ~ s a c i n t i o a s ,  school trnnsportat i sa .  

Pix%@ and baa, 

p v r  S 

A T e r r i t o r i a l  Technical Transportation Cotmmittaes el%.T.T.T.ba) 
has  been ea tab l iahed  : Lhia ie; a C Q m " a t i V e  ageacr presided o v e r  

by a government C5UnCiblOr and composed sf 6 regreseatatives from 

( " w r i e  Econsaic Affairs, Tourist  Departsent) t v ~  members 
of the Territorial Assembly, a representative of  the publ i c  trane- 
postation usere and four representatives o f  the carrying compamies, 
It meets four or f i v e  times per yeas and its robe corclsiots in 
updating the transportat ion p l a n b  estabXishimg tarifs and preparing 

regu la t ions  i i t  a lso  fi l ls  the sole of M disciplinary commimxiona 

, i variaus adminis trat ive  departments ( P u b l i c  U Q ~ ~ X ,  Justices, Police, 

The eetrrierrs have regrouped themselves into seulteral erampeting 
unions, f i v e  in a l l ,  severa l  of which have t i e s  with  l ecu l  goXitical.  

Partie&* They therefore l o w e  any efficiency they may bave and 

several. company manetgere complain of the uadembcratic operation 
of t h e ~ e  associations. Moreover their r i v a l i t p  deprives the 
carrier8 of e f ' f i c i h t  representat ion ia regarde t a  the Public 
Buthori t i a  63. 

, 
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the chassis of which ba. supertructure ia wood Bals beea se% upo 

~n vivid dolors, overflowing with car-deafening "diocs*' music, they 
w e  part of the touristical a t t r a c t i o n s  of tho it3land. ,k&--@n.e-s-€- 
~ + ~ ~ T h t e z t = b .  Apart from this folkloric n@pect,  theryE.eardar 

incontestable  services in providing transportation far many people 
who da not have their own me.~in6 of locomotione They eriginalXy were 
intended t o  he a practical.  mean6 for the transportation of pe"lagers3 

and merchandize from t h e " d i s t r i c t e "  ( 7 )  t o  the? ci%y, 86 their ame 

in Tahitian wo11 p a i n t s  out 'I Te pereo'o ma.ta.e$na@a (g'the c a r  ~f the 
dietritAl!) //The rje v e h i c l e s  therefore  ar@ more s o l i d  than comfortable, 

the passenger c a b i n  in V O Q ~  being more sesirstaat tas ru& tham that  o f  

the c l a s s i c  metal. bu6. Most of the  time this cabin is b u i l t  by a 
carpenter in Pirae  but the owner can easily carry out r e p a i r s  hirxGelf 

afterwards. A large opening at t h e  rear a l loua  paEzsengerPs to clintb on 
and af f , f ihey  ta l te  place cn  l o n g  wooden benchc;~  (sometimes w i t k t  podding) 

which face each other cm each side, P a s s e n g e ~ s  are t he re fo re  able to 
talk, t o  exchange news and cane cd beer OP c igare t tes  often transform 
t h i s  means of transportation iato  a very lively and fetjtive place9 

a1l.the.moz-e 50 if the distance  t o  be travelled i a  
t 

Apart from the ir  excellent adaptation to mixed transportation 

(passenger6 and merchandise) and their resis~anCe, 
the ChQiCe of t h i s  type 0 2  V e h i c u b  1s t h e i r  c o s t  which i o  2,5 to 3 
times & e m  t han  that af  a burx of i d e n t i s a l  capacity, 

mirin r eason  f o r  

I 



The breakdown f o r  v e h i c l e s  by s e c t o r  is 86 follows : ha, 
I 

c w 8 o t r f ; e s  : 73 truck6 for 62 Carry ing  CQmpaAieE 

East Coast : 57 
West Coast; : 153 

I' 42 08 Il 

" 93 II 11 II 

I n  s p i t e  of t h i s  sector by sector bre&dom, it is hard t o  
separate c i t y  t r a f f i c  from t h e  whole a6 a l l  routes, except for 
f i v e  or six, terminate a t  the centr.nl. marketplace i n  Papee te  and 
traffic i n  g e n e r a l  i s  Concent ra ted  around t h e  c i t y  agglomerat ion,  

3 .L The CARRYING COMPANIES 

Regular p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r a t i o n  on the  island af T a h i t i  i n  I980 
.ylvewb3 .;$.Af ya6 ensured for by I78 c a r r y i n g  companies. Among& these, 750 (or - 

733)owneà only  one v e h i c l e ,  30 owned two and XI had three ('I). These 
are  t h e r e f o r e  small companies most often owned by one person alone 
wbo d r i v e s  his/&e-fawn truck f o r  amongst these GOBpanie6,' m e  fou r th  

for every  company out of five in which an inv@s&igatfon vas carried 

o u t )  and W ~ O  opened this a c t i v i t y  on t~mir o m  after vmious other  
professions with a good number of them having keen Q 

drivers 
truck they s f t e n  have a secondary a c t i v i t y  b~ b~~~~~~~ OP" agriculture 

before s e t t i n g  up their own b u s h e e s a   esi ide^ operating 14: 

and t b e B ~  husband OZ' wife is oftell a l s a  1 ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I 



then 3 on the one hand a 1ong"waiting l is t" exis ts  of candidates . 

who wish to sperate a l i n e . 4  on the other hand, in the space o f  
three years f ~ a m  1977 t o  1980, 27% of bines 
deducts companie6 which changed line5 while maintaining their acti- 
'Irity4 05e can estimate t h a t  ~ ~ 1 8  company aut of five vent out of 
bursinsser in the c i t y  sector,  ORS out sf  % o w  @M the Last Coage and 

one out of three on the Weist Coast; There  e x i s t s  therefope a rather 
remarkable "waste" factor e 

changed ownerso If 8863 ' 

%be succint  operating account sheets which have been 
e ~ t a b l i s h e d  (a posteriori) ejhowjthat the profits, in fact, do not 
appear on the whole t o  be considerable,  Pamaongrst the highes t  f i g u r e s  

R l i t t l e  less than half only of the ecmpm&-appear to have mads 
profits higher t h a n  the  S M I G  ( . O ) e  This resul t  however should be tem- 

pered by two remarks : t h e  true amortisation of the equipment is  

in f a c t  accamplished over a longes  period than that which we have 
retained (4 years) and most of the carrier@ benef i t  from supplementary 
csaeh entries due to school. b u f n g  which haas not been taken account of 

i n  these bnkaace ,sheetse 

C k  rL. 

The balance sheet& are s n t ì s f a c t o r x w  i n  genera l  erhem the 
companies possess severa l  v e h i c l e s  and when the owner is more ar less 
a mechanic himself and therefore  rible Bo srarry but  maintenance ana 

l 
I j 
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Apart from som? C Q ~ $ B  of Spec tacu la r  E U C C 8 8 6 ,  the laveYage 

cafie t h e r e f o r e  appears  t o  be one of a ra ther  feeble performance, 

s u b j e c t  t o  the haza rds  of an a c c i d e n t ,  a erariou6 breakdown or ill- 
n c 6 ~ ~  I n  gene ra l ,  no   je rio us accounting exieta which could a1.10~ 
the operator to  determine p r e c i s e l y  how his bus ineas  is opera t ing .  

If, i n  s p i t e  of eve ry th ing ,  many c a r i d i d a h  press forward for t h i s  

p r o f e s s i o n ,  one can f i n d  t h e  exp lana t ion  for this in the fact 
that t h e r e  exists a job  c r i m e  
t h e  CeEePa ( 3 ) ,  and in the  a t t r a c t i v e n e a s  of a profession which 
allows oneg f o r  a r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  crapitéd i n v e ~ t n t e n t ;  (if one buys A 

used t r u c k )  t o  become self-employed. 

in T a h i t i  after the "fat y@are*f of  

4 PROBLEMS ENCOUNTEBED 
_pp___ 

In a l l ,  i t  i s  something of a wager lm have a public transpor- 
t a t i o n  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t e  w i t h  such a number of cplatpanieG involved, The 
problem i s  also aggrava ted  by the fact that the Papeete ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~  

is d iv ided  i n t o  seven d i f f e r e n t  C O M E ~ U E ~ ~ S ~  which often have dives 
i n t a s e 6 ; t s  and i t  %fi  f o r  the  l e a s t  d i f f i c u l t  %o kmve the va ri ou^ 
aranicipal o f f i c i a l s  work t oge the r .  

It would not  however be i n d i c a t e d  t~ replace t h e  present 
system by a s o l e  Company. The s e r v i c e  would EIQ doubt be 'setter cared fk- 
&xr but  apart from the  h ighe r  c o s t  t o  t he  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  t'tais would 
l e a d  t o  t he  d isappearance  of companies which t a t  Yeast allow a cartah 
number of Polynesians t o  Jleara how t o  run kkiaesses.  BIovev@r argani- 
zeptional improvement is; necessa ry  t o  allow f a r  more complete and 
regular r s e ~ v i c e  to all. suburbg of the  c i t y ;  iaspraved c o n t r o l  must 
a160 be ensured for t h e  l e s s  profitable  rauteEi (in t k i a  regard, it 
would &o doubt b e  v i e @  t o  allow a c e r t a i n  number of  comp~~niss  t o  have 
rsore thm 3 v e h i c l e s  i f  t hey  undertake t o  serve m b w b e  which m e  not 

pres'entBg arel1 cared far) .  Likewise, improvemento can be maade PD the 
area of passenger  safety (these is no p r ~ t e c t i ~ n  at the present time 
at the rem doar and one pays for leris fare by coming areund the v e h i c l e  
and up t o  the elriver's cab in  by walking i n ,  t h e  truff'%c) aind esadfari 

** GS*P* - Experimentaticm  enter of the pacispc. 
I 



’ (p ro tec t ion  a g a i n s t  t he  r a i n ,  hiiprav‘sd o u t f i t t i n g  of vehicles). 
F i n a l l y ,  ser ious  e f f o r t s  6hOUld be undertaken i n  the t r a i n i n g  of 

t h e  company 
improvement must be c a r r i e d  out 6ooa by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c l o s e  t o  

t h e  market of a bus t e r m i n a l ,  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  market a t  the 
present t ime being t ooencmbered  and not  v e r y  func t ioar i ln  C i t y  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  should a l s o ’ b e  organized  i n  a r d e r  Lo not  be linked 
only t o  t h e  cent ra l ,  market but t o  a l low for easy l i n k s  wi th  the 
variousq%&uzbs of the agglomerat ion.  F a i l i n g  Euch r e f o r m ,  one 
runs t h e - s i s k  of  seeing a f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c m  traf f ic  

and a progressive s t r a n g u l a t i o n  of  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  c i t y a  

managers ( e s p e c i a l l y  by cou.rse6 in account ing) .  Another 

Y* 

I 

Papeete ORSTQM Gentes  

U 

R 
P 



J 


