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114. 11ASK 
Gahori, Tsogo 
IVood, pairit, H. 12% in. (32.1 crn.) 
19th-20th centuy 

Tsogo masks take many different forms, all related stylistically, 
but individualistic in csprcssion. They arc part of the contin- 
uum of styles fhund in the Ixnd in the Ogowc River arca. 
These range from the white masks of the h n u  and Ndjabi 
peoples to the polychrome masks of thc :\dunia and even the 
Kota. Iiogo, as well as Sango and \’ilvi masks, tend toward 
a hcightcncd al)straction in \vhich facial features, barely shown 
in relief, .bcromc pure signs. The Joublc inverted arc of the 
cyeOro\rs, estending into the flat triiirigular nose, occurs in the 
tattooed emblem of initiation into Bu+. 

Each mask has a name, a specific meaning, a song, and a 
mode of dancing. More than a simple asscml,lagc of \vood and 
fiber, it is a complete personage, a forest spirit (tnogbotzdj). ‘I’hc 
name of this mask is not known, but it is related to a series 
known as nzatnbe-kana (“ancestor”) and oso (“face”), at  the Sa- 
tional Museum of Arts and Traditions in Gabon. 

The  division of the face by color into quarters or s e c t i k -  
two-toned chin and forehead, light eye sockets, and decorated 
cheeks-is a common convention in Tsogo art  and prefigures 
the styles of the Aduma and Kota. 

L. Perrok 
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115 .  K I N G  R E T U R N I N G  F R O M  VIC‘TOIIY 
Canaeroon, Bajim area , 

Wood, hair, ivo y,, bone, bead, cloth, H. 45 %i in. (1 1 5. 9 cni. ) 
Early 19th cetztiiry? 

During his lifetime, a chief in the Camemon grasslands must 
commission a statue that represents him 
ture, either seated or standing, and hold 
tributes. After the chief‘s death, the CO 

I n  this example, we sec the 
13afuni-Katse chiefdom that is 
statue c~)iiiiiieiii(~ratcs a returl 

, the king holds his battle 
s the cncniy’s scvcrcd head 

figures. 

Pierre Harto  

Referem: Harter. forthcoming. 
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