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As he is called i n  the  New Hebrides p i j i n ,  Tdan Tannatt has 
had, since the  advent of Captain Cook, on Angust 6 th  1774, close t o  
two hundred years contact with the white min's cul lure ,  The de ta i led  
study of t h i s  contact, if not a r ea l ly  revealing one, is nevertheless 
one of the most in te res t ing  chapters af  the  h is tory  of cul-bure con- 

Tama is '  a volcanic island, mountainous a t  the north and the 
sou%h, with r i c h  ana densely inhabited tablelands i n  the middle, The 
sea approaches a re  of coral  fo rmt ion  on the western coast: of vol- 
canic rock on the eastern coast, which boasts a dimjlnutive and tame 
volCano, Stiream a re  nunesous, but i n  most cases, dry up before get- 
t i n g  very f a r  and rarely com down t o  the sea,  

could make crut, #ts been s t ead i ly  grdwing i n  nuabers during a t  l e a s t  
the lasttwenty years, 

The first contacts made by the native people were &th  adven- 
$umrs and fortune-seekers of ' a L 1  kinds, whalersn dealers , in  alcohol,  
f i re -a rm and amuni t ion  which they traded for  becha de Mer, sandal- 
wood, su3;phur and coconut o i l ,  Tradition says St was a time of s t r i f e ,  
of unforgiving wars and of great loss sf l i f e ;  violent  death was a 
normal one f o r  Very l i t t l e  i s  lsncrm of these t b e s ,  as very 
l i t t l e  has been wri t ten about thene 

on becane cl r e r  and soniew-hat more stable  i n  re-  
l a t i o n  w i t h  what had beenh.agpening u n t i l  then, when the sandalwood 
e ra  ended and the  Presbyterian form of Christian mfssiorsand the 
building of copra as the ba8Ej;s of the new money economy t o  be, were 
established 

The early history of Chris t iani ty  on the island nay be safa 
t o  give the key for the Gimes ahead, 33 was a very troubled and 
d i f f i c u l t  establishment, a f t e r  the death of John W i l l i a m s  on Eromngo;, 
S ix  Samoan teachers and one of t h e i r  wives, two Buropean H i s s f o m -  
r i e s ,  two missionaries wives and one chi ld  died before any succssaful 
Chrls"cian sett lsment could be spoken of, these being commenced Zrz 
1869 a t  Port  Resolution and l&"era. They a l l  died from sickness arad 

tast in lielanesia'. , ,  

The population ac tua l ly  of ,6,95Q inhabitants,  a s  far as I 

, 
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curiously only one man died a martyr t o  h is  faith,  a native of the 
island, Nmwanyan of Lenakel, a t  a much later dat0,Sn 1899. 

Chris t iani ty  took t h i r t y  years t o  gain somthing of a foot- 
hold on the is land,  During these t h i r t y  years missionaries came i n  
and out, feel ing more o r  l e s s  a l l  the time tha t  t h e i r  l ives  were i n  
danger, and being now and thenbunable t o  bear the s t r a in ,  Grown w i s q  
the  second generakion of missionaries gained sone foothold and wor- 
ked quiet ly  tutor ing t h e i r  first followers. Men such as Neilson, Watt 
and Frank Paton were pat ient  people. Their first baptisms took %hem 
twelve years (1881) t o  negociate. They t r i e d  t h e i r  way, seeking 
fr iendship as a means o% advancing t h e i r  ,oause, campa$gning against  
the Queensland slave labour t s a f f i o ,  buying small g l o t a  of land f o r  
the establishment of a l ss ion-pos ts ,  s t r iv ing  t o  organize peace on 
the  island through persuasion. No lrMan Tanna" w i l l  speak against them, 
although they were in to le ran t ,  of ten hasty i n  t h e i r  dealings W i t h  
native custom and the most ha te fu l  aspects of it; the  t r ad i t i ona l  
whose whose job was the young man's sexual i n r t i a t i o n  and the drin- 
king of Kava, The missionary was then r e l a t ive ly  a rich man, h i s  sa- 
lary being a good one -@OQ s t e r l i n g  -; moreover, he reaeived from 

the fr iends of the  mission i n  Scotland, Australia and New Zealand 
valuable goods such as c lo th  o r  European clothes which he could give 
away fxorn t i n e  t o  time and thus gain valuable prest ige,  Which was EL 
much bet tes  method of gaining friendship th@n LheWreat of the e t s r -  
na1 f i r e  f ree ly  made use of by h i s  native teachers,  

The next generation of miss ionar ies  brought in around 1900 
young, energetic and harsh men, I&craillan and. Dr, Hicholson who set 
t h a " s l V 8 s  t o  the task 02 seal;ising a wholly Chris t ian Tanna in a 
ïnatter of a 2ew years. Th i s  brought a t i m e  of c r i s i s  between the 
Christians and the heathen, between the niss ionarles  and the traders,  
and between the two nat ionql  powers, France and England., s t r i v ing  
t o  add the PTew Hebrides each t o  its 

less on the s ide of the Eission, but on t rading business. At one t i m e ,  
there  were up t o  three of them onme island': Forlong, Carruthers and 
NfcKenzie, t raders  a t  all times when they were not doing sorne evange- 
l is2ng work of t h e i r  own, Traders they wem, on t h e i r  o m  account, 
an& maybe because of tha t  they f a i l e d  t o  gee any hold on the people; ' 

t h m e  is  nothing t o  t e l l  us t h a t  the comerc ia l  deals they made were 
not sinilar t o  those of t h e i r  non-Presbyterian colleagues, Qn the 
other  side, the missionaries, thinking i n  terms of a money econoay 
f o r  t h e i r  converts, strongly enoouraged the planting OP coconuts on 
a large scale,  One can say tha t  both on the 'production and on the 
comerc ta l  side, the mission was a powerful element i n  the establfsh- 
ment of the copra econohy on Tanna. 

It is d i f f i c u l t  t o  laow i f  t he  plan of having aissionary 

sphere of ilzfluenoe, 

n had come t o  Tanna more o r  During the  premding years, 



3 

traders was recognised as a f a i lu re  , I n  any case, the evangrirlical 
t r ade r  disappeared from the picture  a t  the time of ~vIacmil1an's and 
Nicholson*s taking over Qf; the  mission work, I n  a way, t h e i r  a c t i -  
v i t y  s ta r ted  by a struggle w i t h  the ordinary t raders  for influence 
over Ghe native society,  

It must be remembered that the first loca l ly  wr i t ten  document 
of il?.t;erna%ional value referr ing t o  !Vanna is  dated 18'65, i% being 
a l e t t e r  signed by the European residents ,  mostly Brit ishers ,  asking 
for French protection. This l e t t e r  i s  a sign of the  times. Up t o  
now the  European t rader  on. Tanna plays any card which comes i n  help- 
f u l ,  B r i t i s h t r a d e r s  w i l l  represent French f i r m s  ana Br i t i sh  firms 
w i l l  have local ly  French agents, any one nat ional i ty ,  that of the 

neceasity require& The only difference to-day is  tha t  there remains 
next t o  no quarrel  between tñ8 t raders  and the mission, which lias long 
f o'rgotten i t s  er8twlzile comeroia1 temptation. 

blished o f f i c i a l  correspondence between the missionaries and the 
Brit ish s ide of the aew Hebrides administration, and remenbering 
'reasons whiGh were often given by the missionaries t o  explain the 
slowness .of t h e i r  work9 on@ gets the impression t h a t  two external  
factors  were a t  l ea s t  p a r t l y  responsible f o r  the mission policy i n  
the first, years of our century. Presbyterian churches a t  home were 
t i r e d  of this hard is land,  of the so  x ~ ~ n y  years of,  missionary labour 
with so  very few re su l t s  t o  show; a's a consequence of t h i s  feel ing,  
funds vere coming i n  l e s s e r  anounts; r e su l t s  had now t o  be shown %o 
keep up the giving ferTour of t he  mission*s feien& and the Tanna 
mission had, as a body, the  first feel ing tha t  i n  some ways a t  l ea s t  
it should t r y  $0 become self-supporting. 

"an, or tha t  of the incorporated society w i l l  be made use o9 as the 

I n  reading the published missionary litera-bure and the unpu- 

The prudent and seemingly wise a t t i t ude  of the older missiona- 
r i e s  was discarded and the Ghristian conquest of tho isLana 1Ws or@- 

nized po l i t i ca l ly .  It must-b6 said that the young natlve Chriskian ' 

conraanîties, w i t h  t h e i r  tendency t o  be aor8 intolerant  than t h e i r  
mas%ers, were quits  ready fors the new policy and put in%o it auch 
of the aggressiveness it cam t 0  bear. 

had the only workable anchorages of the island: Port Resolution,  hite te^ 
sands, Waesisi, Zenakel, Kmmera,, They weFe the first t o  have come 
i o  contact w i t h  the white man and now the pr incipal  ones t o  suf fe r  
from the  a c t s  of the recru i te rs ,  plying t h e i r  trade a t  the time f o r  
t he  benefit of the new s e t t l e r s  on EPate o r  %sp i r i t u  Santo, o r  the 
young Illining C Q ~ C B T ~ S  i n  new Caledonia. Dissa t I s f2sd  w i t h  the  t reders  
whoa they already accused of cheating thea, resent fu l  of the wc"n 
recrui t ing a c t i v i t i e s  indulged i n  nmstly by t he  masters of French 
'ships, they were ready t o  lean. on the mission, as much t o  r e s i s t  Eu- 
ropean intruders  as t o  push i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  and religicaus submission 
t h e i r  still  he 2, t'ners was a general, fee l ing  

These: Chri t ian groupa were made of coas ta l  communities, whieh 
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that  it was time some l a w  and order was  established on Tanna t o  put 
a s top t o  %he persis tent  k i l l i ngs  of? native wars and guarantee t h e  
l ives  and belongings of the  European residents ,  There was a t  t h a t  tine 
no Government t o  take on the  job; the two Resident Commissioners i n  
V i l a  were s t i l l  haggling oves minor disputes  and the Condominium 
aclministration had not yet been formally organised. So the missiom- 
r i e s  took upon themselves the establishment of: law and order3 it can 
be said tha t  they gave the  thiiflcing and the guidance, but l e f t  t h e i r  
nost t rus ted  followers, Brom a t  Port Resolution Eourare a t  White- 
sand8 and Loohme, a t  Lenakel, mye o r  lesa a t  l i b e r t y  t o  a c t  accor- 
ding t o  t he i r  own views i n  the prac t ica l  o a r e i n g  out. 

This was the  time of the  'so-called Tanna law. The Chris t ian 
chiefs  presided over native courts which enforced an  unwritten and 
s t r i c t  moral code: no wars, no f ight ing t o  s e t t l e  quarrels no thie-  
ving, ao adultery, no drinking of Kava; the use of the customary 

, pro&tiXtute and the  pract is ing of death-mgie were banned, Most of 
these masures  had popular appeal and were agreed t o  more o r  less 
generally, But the  t\ot&&wing sf the  pros t i tu te  and of "va drinking 
inflamed the heathens, who resisted,  a t  %ims violent ly ,  t he  enforcwg 
of tihe Court's decisions on these points,  

The Qourts had police  f o r  a r res t ing  the onlpr i t s ,  In ,  the m a t -  
t e r  of a f e w  years t h e i r  act ion,  i n  the r e l a t ion  w i t h  the Smquen% 
v i s i t s  of man-of-war, praQtically put a s top  t o  m r r i n g  as a way of 
get t ing just ice  e The ,. ou4ilawing of the pros t i tu te ,  i f  unpopular, was 
rather  easy t o  enforce i n  the coastal  d i s t r i c t s ,  But as regards Kava, 
the s i tua t ion  was  different  and the forbidding of the  carrying of 
Kava roots  on the  roads outraged the pagan group, Another aspect 'of 
Lhe question was the punishment i n f l i c t e d ,  f ines  which were used f o r  
church purposes, compulsory work on the  cut t ing of horse-tracks 
across the is land;  the generous amount of flogging done by the  over- 
enthusiast ic  police was made use of by the Chris t ian chiefs t o  force 
any kind of cu lpr i t s  i n t o  colzversion, 

. 

O m e  the  e f f e c t  of the sa t i s fac tory  s top t o  the internecine 
wars had somewhat worn out, the aspect of t he  native courts used as 
a p o l i t i c a l  weapon, where Christian judges sat over the  cases o f  hean 
then cu lpr i t s  whoae condemnation they had decided i n  advance, t 'h i$  
unfavourable s ide  of the pieture  came out strongly ín the  minds of 
t h e  people. They came t o  be s o  aroused about the  issue,  get t ing 
t raders  t o  write l e t t e r s  for them t o  the Gove"ent i n  Vila, t h a t  
f i n a l l y  it ended w i t h  the sending OP a f o r m l  deputation t o  the two 
Resident Conntlissioners , who then jo in t ly  clecided the appointment of 
a Condominium d i s t r i c t  agent on Tanna (1912). 

The first agent, a E!r, Wilkes, 8 man w i t h  l ega l  t ra ining,  got 
very quickly i n  trouble w i t h  the  missionaries, because of t h e i r  ex- 
traneous a c t i v i t i e s  nullkfying any of' h i s  attempted act ions t o  dea l  
w i t h  the  heathen on the basis of the  t r ad i t i ona l  CUStQXIIe The haggling 

i 



between the missionaries and the traders was replaced by s t ra ined 
re la t ions  between Wilkes and IYkcmi118n o r  IVicholson. I n  1915, Wilkes 
got an Officer 's  Commission i n  the Army and a new Agent was sent ,  
IWO Nicol who was t o  rule  the island u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1s&&, this 
time i n  close co-operation with the Presbyterian mission, 

t o  go through a l l  the incidents ,  some a t  high level ,  between Paris 
and London, which f i l l e d  up the years of the  "Tanna Law*' and the fi& 
years of the d i r ec t  Condominium administration. One important deve- 
lopment has nevertheless t o  be mentioned; i n  1914, the campaign of 
t he  Presbyterian mission t o  persuade the natives t o  l e t  t h e i r  land 
be surveyed and put i n  the t r u s t  of the Ussfon. Them had been t a lk  
of par t i t ion  of the New Hebrides. Native land going over t o  the Mi&: 
sion would be a valuable asse t  i n  p a r t i t i o n  discussions; i n  any ease, 
it would help prevent any land grabbing on the part of t raders  o r  
e t t l e r s  t o  come, The land which was t a  i n  t r u s t ,  slot so important 
as it could pave been, so  great  was  t os i t ion  on tihe native si&, 
is  to-day leti a t  a nominal r a t e  (4 sh i l l i ngs  per year)  t o  the pre- E 

vfous native owners; the  lease s t i pu la t e s  that una82 no circumstances 
could heathen pract ices  be held on t r u s t  land, 

Bhla d i r e c t  i n t e re s t  i n  land matters was ano-bher f ace t  of the 
a c t i v i t i e s  of the mission, ?BternecS.ne wars had l e f t  a legacy of land 
quarrels, Bliacmillan decided tha t  the s i t ua t ion  should be cleared and 
def in i te ly  so; h i s  s ta ted policy, for which he got official approval, 
tms recognition of "land occupation, that is land conquest i n  some 
cases, as it stood a t  the  tfme OS the  &fission's coming. This was i n  
contradiction w i t h  natfve custom which does notxwognisa mil i tary 
conquest but only very temporary occupation; land must be handet3 back 
t o  i t ?  t r ad i t i ona l  owners against  formal presentation of g i f t s  for 
having Looked after it, as a r e su l t  of negotiations which C m  last 
over pars. Each of the land troubles se t t led  i n  his way a% the  time 
by &.lacluillan, and l a t e r  confirmed by decisions of the Di s t r i c t  Agent, 
are s t i l l  to-8ay a thorn i n  everybodyts side and par t idular ly  the 
adnzinistrationts and the &ission*s.As 8 matter of f a c t ,  a t  LenakeJ, 
and mikesands, the first Christians were in each case conquerors 
and thus got o f f i c i a l  backing f o r  the land-grabbing of t h e i r  own in 
whtch they f e l t  they could now indulge, w i t h  the  unconscious com- 
pliciLy of the  Mfflssion. 

All t h i s  act ive prosecution of firlan Tanmi's Chris t ianisat ion 
las ted u n t i l  1920, when the Missionaries could si% dom and conso- 
l i d a t e  t h e i r  conquest+ Except f o r  a few d i f f i c u l t i e s  about divorcee 
granted by the Di s t r i c t  Agent MY. N1ooLts administration gave f u l l  
s a t i s f ac t ion  t o  the  Bissionaries who,i$.id not have more t o  a t tend t o  
the preservation of l a w  and ollder. Adultery m s  severely punished; 
the  last pros t i tu te  was m r r i e d ,  and although it had tbeoretica3. 
l ega l  recognition, polygamy was banned, from the  island, The Mission's 
land policy was sustained and Nicol went on with t h e i r  

It is evidently impossible i n  the l i t t l e  time a t  our disposal  
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regrouping people i n  large v i l lages ,  Mr. Nicol's time las ted f o r  the 
best of a quarter of a century, ending w i t h  h i s  violent  death on t he  
is land i n  1944, Inasmch as the adxninistrativs repor t sp  he sent  were 
few, the greater  part of h i s  time seemed t o  have been a happy one as 
we say &n French "happy people do not have any history". Nevertheless, 
it ended i n  a kind 0-P f iasco,  w i t h  the outburst i n  1940 of the  John 
Frm movement. 8 

as a shock, and u n t i l  now, no one has related them t o  any previous 
events. As facw go, there  evidently had been signs of the change t o  
o o ~ e  . 

The 194.0-52 so-called John Frum happenings seemed t o  have C Q ~ R  

It seew tha t  a t  the height of the Nlssion*s influence, around 
1920, the proportion of Pmsby-berian converted natives t o  the  hea- 

then was of nearly four t o  one, about 4,000 against  1.500, The Pagan 
remnants were scat tered i n  small groups i n  the north and along the  
cen t r a l  ridge of %he island. Organised opposition t o  the  Church h d  
prac t ica l ly  disappeared. Nevertheless, from Nicol's first years and 
over nsarly two decades, u n t i l  the mass deser t ion of May 1941, on0 
could notice s igns of growing disaffectfon towards the E4issionc The 
individual disgruntled people took the h a b i t  of going back t o  Kava 
drinkfng which was no more out-lawed, Ent i re  l o c a l  groups quie t ly  
got out and stayed out of the MissSon. The presence, after 1930 of 
a French Districti Agent, j o in t ly  respgnsible w i t h  Ricol, gave the  
native people the  assurance tha t  there  was l i t t l e  r i s k  l e f t  i n  lea- 
ving the Dhurch, Important Chris t ian vi l lages  broke up for good, 

c &Lission, brought the mat-ber t o  a first climax, whole cosamunities 
In  1932, the s e t t l i n g  on Tanna of' the Seventh Day Adventist 

leaving the Presbyterian for the other Niission; t n  many cams,  they I 

were old opponents of the Presbyterians, who had only been converted 
of l a t e  when they thought, no other way ogen t o  them, I n  the words 
of Nicol, %ll the trouble-makers went Seventh Day Ad-ventistt', tha t  
is, a l l  those who had a grudge and saw a hope i n  following t h i s  dy- 
namic, r i c h  and apBarsntly powerful, fi9;issionary body. 

A t  the same t i m e ,  i n  1933, Che Lbrist Fathers too, 
a i4isM.on Post on Tanna, but with l i t t l e  success. 

In 1999, Nicol gives the following numbers for the is land as 
a WholS; Presbyterians: 3,381; S.D,4.: 656; Catholics: 72; Heathen: 
1659, A t  th i s  time, the unrest  bstveen the two Nissions, Presbyterians 
and Sevebth Day Adventists, had cooled down, A t  the beginning of 
1940, Nicol complains of too much Kava drinking even inside Christian 
groups, Ughappg war events had resul ted i n  a slump i n  the price of 
copra and production was  very low. A t  the  end of the year, the Dis- 
t r i c t  Agent got annoyed w i t h  pers is tent  rumours of the existence of 
a supernatural being, John Frum by name, who, it seems had made Prrild 
proroises about a golden age t o  come soon, the preamble of which was 
the  abandomnt  of Chris t iani ty .  The drinking of Kava and the shed- 
ding of European produced custom, par t icu lar ly  of money, which w a s  
t o  be spent t o  the last far thing,  if not thrown i n  he sea,  It seem 

stabl ished 

" ,  



that  a l l  t h i s  ta lk  had been going on, spreading slowly f o r  a t  l e a s t  
three years. Nicol's i n t e re s t  i n  it, once both missionaries and tra- 
ders had become alarmed, and the subsequent repression brought t h e  
affair  t o  a climax. On the 11th E5ay 1941, Nicol being on Aneytgn;un, 
and it being said that h i s  launch had capsized, nobody was present 
at the normal Sunday off ice  i n  the Lenakel Presbyterian Mission 
Church. The Wssionary, then on letave, l a t e r  found on h i s  re turn,  
h i s  f lock reduced t o  seven men. Teachers, e lders  and ordinary church 
members had a l l  trgom John l?"a", and s t a r t ed  drinking Eava on the  
old r i t u a l  grounds. They w i l l  "er com back. 

On the Whitesands s ide of the Island, there  remained a small 
group of fa i thful :  ninety-one communicants instead of 900 i n  &Ir. 
-%lacmillan's t im The big Christian vi l lages  disappeared from the 
map, having disintegrated into.  small groups, each of which had gone 
t o  l i ve  on i ts  tradiCiona1 land. 

assessor would be the equivalent of the paramount chief elsewhere - 
Koukare of Whitesands remined behind the Di s t r i c t  Agent, whose care- 
ful organisation of the Island had too d'bÏsppeared OQernight. It 
seemed t o  every white man there  that m n  Tanna had uqited i n  an an t i -  
white f ront .  T h i s  f e a r  and Niool's o m  annoyance st the  whole affair ,  
made f o r  the dras t ic  regression. Bunch af ter  bunch of' previously 
honoured leaders were sent in to  ex i l e  and t o  j a i l  on Efate,  some of 
whom were not t o  com back u n t i l  seven years l a t e r ,  It must be said 
there  was no intimation of resistance t o  the arrests. 

a coconut t r e e  the man given t o  h i m  as the one posing as John Frum. 
Unfortunate3ty, the r e a l  c u l p r i t  had not been oaught such and. everyone 
knew &EmeheW$ had been handed t o  the Distriati Agent t o  put 8 stop t o  
his  enquiry, 

the American troops t o  the  New HebrZdes was hailed as John Fru"s  
doing and raised great hopes, Happily, a t  that  stage, the greater  
par t  of the  male adul t  population volunteered t o  go t o  V i l a  and, work 
for tt;fieir American fr iends,  which kept them out of &schief . Some 
diai3Jusion abou% the American troops helping, the matter seeaingly 
had coaled d o m ;  sone of the  ex i les  were even repatr ia ted.  

In OctobtSiP 1943, Niecrl coming back fro% lease was Paced w i t h  
a new outburst. I n  the north of the island, u n t i l  %hen apparently 
quiet ,  a new leader w a s  having an aerodrome bu i l t ,  i n  t h  name of 
john Brm, t o  enable the new God's planes t o  land w i t h  t h e i r  cargoes 
of soldiers .  T h i s  new versfon of the movement was organized on very 
modern l ines ;  compulsory labor  and armed guards. Nelawiyang, t'ne 
leader, having CO 

the Di s t r i c t  Agen% had good reason t o  bel&$,ve his  l i f e  was i n  danger. 
The sending of m i l i t a r y  reinforcements from V i l a  ws aecessary t o  

A s  regards the administrative s ide ,  only one assessor - an  

Nicol thought he would k i l l  the s tory  i n  exgosing, t i e d  t o  

The repsession brought only a temporary l u l l .  The coning of' 

down t o  Bnake l  t o  see Nicol, and being held 
i n  j a i l ,  an armed d i t i on  came t o  his  rescue, and f o r  half 8. day 
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repress' the r i s i n g ,  The punishments however were the l e s s  harsh than 
i n  the grevious instance,  

European s tore  a t  Whitesands t o  destroy coloured price labe ls ;  a 
vis ion had t o l d  one? of them John F r u  d i d  not want any coSour except 
black and white. The very severe repression w a s  t h i s  time the  res- 

Nothing happened next u n t i l  1 x 7  when a few people raided an 
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l a t e r  came a new vis ion t h i s  time of an unknown being cal led Sam 
Nikgru, After  her  recovery, she d i d  not see him any more, but only 
heard h i s  voice. She thus got t o  have the reputation of a c l a i r -  
voyant, a clever as they say Pidjin:  her reputation was enhanced once 
she had revealed an adul tery a f fa i r  of which no one knew, Her success 
seem t o  have s ta r ted  a craze. Nomnae’s husband, too,  s ta r ted  to ‘  
have vis ions of th i s  same S a m  Nik6ru. Another woman had visions of 
her dead son. This was normal enough i n  the native society,  but it 
had been unheard of for a long time, 

A t  the end of February 1952, a t  a name-giving dance a t  Loone- 
lape‘n, the vil lageof one of the pr incipal  assessors of the Island, 
N a g a t ,  a number of people revealed having had similar vis ions;  one 
of them being about a person cal led Jack Navy whose name was, i f  I 

xu not mistaken, taken from a cigaret te  advertisement. The g i s t  of 
a l l  t h i s  was t h a t  warships had come from the land of the dea@ and 
were, for the  present,  staying a t  the bottom of the sea,  They would 
soon cone t o  the surfaoei, They were evideXbly the warships OP John ‘ 

Prvm and the long-awaited day of his  glory seeuled near, Scouts were 
sent- ia  the t o p  of a h i l l  and they reported back having seen lights 
on the  sea, The next day everybody, men from eight  d i f fe ren t  tribal 
groups, went down o l o s e r  t o  the  sea and awaited the coming 
warships. They Bi& i n  the bush by day and reassembled a t  night , Wo- 
body w s  t o  go t o  buy i n  the s tores  except on pemnission of: the e l -  
ders. It had been said, by an o ld  a n ,  floklam, who had an o ld  repu- 
t a t i o n  of clairvoyance, enhanced by the f a c t  he was from the  south 
of  the Tshhd, that  the vSsions were t rue,  that  ou-t of the warships 
would cone a man, with long hair following the custom of‘Tanna, and 
the body e n t i r e l y  covered with leaves of nesex, odoriferous plant  
the  leaves of which are  norlaally worn i n  armlets on ceremonial occa- 
s ions,  In  February the young men and even children wore such armlets 
every day and t h i s  aroused comment which went t o  the French an6 Bpi-  
t i sh  Dis t r ic t  Agents e The colleo”6ive expectation las ted for nearly 
a month and a ha l f ;  then *he meeting broke down, ’nothing having Come 
and the general f ea r  of administrative ac t ion  helping the leaders ,  a t  
first obliged t o  follow t h e i r  people, %o disband them now* A t  the  
beginning of dune everybody had gone back and the s i tua t ion  was calm. 
It is I&L~Q- only that  fac tua l  denunciations enabled the b i s t r i e t  Ageuts 
t o  s t r i lm.  

the 

Xn the  p i s t r i c t s  m o m  %o the  south, w i l d  s t o r i e s  on the same 
theme had circulated,  t oo ,  and the responsible ones f o r  the rumours 
were severely punished, On the Whitesands side, the elders  of the 
Sulphur Bay people, only just  back home a f t e r  seven yea&? ex i l e ,  
we- sent back t o  EPate, f o r  slot having abandoned, i f  not their  con- 
vict ions,  a t  least f o r  having expresse 
the now long-cherished m y t h  of John Fr 

amin i n  the  terms of 

The problem, w h i d h  to-day faces the obsesner and the admints- 
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t r a t fon ,  is best given by the double asgect of the affair: t h i r t e e n  
years a t  leas t  of existence and twelve years of more o r  l e s s  intense 
and apparently useless administrative repression. 

which they reacted towards it, can evidently give us the reasons which 
conditioned the existence of the  movement i t s e l f .  

d hundred years off progressive Chris t ianisat ion and f o r t y  
years of d i rec t  administrative control had broughtb  the people very 
l i t t l e  they considered of value t o  them, very l i t t l e  t o  help them 
i n  the da i ly  problems of t h e i r  mater ia l  l i f e ,  On one side: suppres- 
s ion of dances and f eas t s ,  suppression of the tradlition of prost i tu-  
t ion ,  of' polygamy, of kava drinking, par t ia l ly-successful  attempts 
of suppressing any form of magic e On the posit ive side: establishme-nt 
of, peace; ac t ion  against the  abuses of recru i te rs  and t raders ;  both 
elements beiiig of' a temporary value t o  the nimd of the people and of 
very s l igh t  importance t o  the ac tua l  generation: the teaching of li- 
teracy i n  the vernacular, and up t o  a cer ta in  extent some teacthing 
of English. The building of huts w i t h  elevated plqi ted bamboo o r  cane 
work, instead of having the roofs s l i d i n g  down t o  the ground. 

On the debi t  side: no provision of water i n  a land where it is 
a pare thing, despite the Mission's teaching of the rules  of iene * 

which, of course, involved the us8 of large quant i t ies  of water; there  
was the aoney &mailable and wil l ing labour t o  build tanks but nobody 
aver cared t o  give the necessar 

would have l iked t h e i r  chi ldren t o  learn: it is only now that  the 
Presbytarian nat ive teachers a re  tought the ar t  of =king very simple 
furni ture .  With the exception .of copra, no new crop introduction; the 
people had been taught t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  money wants through copra- 
making but were l e f t  without any other answer than passivness, non- 
production, when there  WBS a slump i n  the pricks. 

The tentat3,vs p o l i t i c a l  organization put up by the a s s i o n ,  
w i t h  i t s  character of axtonowny towards t h e m s t  of the  European or- 
ganization i n  the  Islands, m s  replaced by d i s t r i c t  administration 
of a rather  heavy kind: two European Di s t r i c t  .Agents, for l e s s  than 
seven thousand native people. 

It must be said tha t , i f  both the Presbyterian ïUssion and the 
Condominium Government seemingly erred i n  the organization of t h i s  
i s lanes  administration, they had good ju s t i f  h a t i o n  for t h a t ;  t he  
t r ad i t i ona l  p o l i t i c a l  s t ructure  is so scat tered and t*atomisticrt that  
somethin& had t o  be done about it. When the Yïssionaries t r i e d  t o  find 
who were the Tanna equivalents of the polynesian chiefs  they had 
experience of ,  they were confronted w i t h  a s i t ua t ion  where one m n  

The s i tua t ion  i n  which the people were placed and the way i n  

technical and organizing help, No valuable teaching; of' englfsh o r  & the  arts and c ra f t s ,  the people 
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i n  t en  was claiming ch ief ly  rank(l) ,  Even if they had recognised the 
implications of such a s t a t e  of things,  they were bound t o  make a 
choice, for the  sake of t he  practicalness of t h e i r  work. It is  a case 
of a f e w  ambitiorus individuals recognising the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of the 
new chr i s t ian  s e t  up, and of the n,dsaionaries leaning,too heavily OR 
t h e i r  Q2st converts, and being incapable of remaining n e u t m l  i n  
the former's very secular  quarrels.  

it superimposed upon the t r a d i t i o n a l  one, not without success. 

had t o  go through the hands of the D i s t r i c t  Agent, and that the 
powers of h i s  loca l  native representatives had never been f ixed;  
they were, i n  f a c t ,  only meant t o  be h i s  assessors a t  Lhe native tri- 
b-1. This organization l e f t  Lhe people no other hope of a t t a in ing  
autonomy i n  t h e i r  loca l  affairs,  then without o r  against  the corado- 
minium structure .  One could even say that any amount of l o c a l  4utoc V 

, nomy had t o  be acquired against  the Edissicm whose hierarchical  strut- 
ture:  pastors,  teachers, e lders ,  nominated and direcWd by the Mis- 
sionary, was very closely patterned on the l o c a l  Ghrlstian society,  
as organized inside the' v i l lages ,  modelled by the  Mission's and the 
Administration's influence , 

t h e i r  material l i f e ,  had t o  be directed towards recovering p o l i t i c a l  
autonomy a t  the lowest level,.  This was almost obtained through the 
abandonment of t h e  Mission and the breaking up of the Christian vi l -  
lages, The years passed have helped t o  reorganize, i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  
m y ,  what  had seemed t o  be at a t i m e  an almost anarchous s t a t e  of 
affairs  a 

as a nuisance, although as an ex is t ing  f a c t  which must for the pre- 
sent be taken i n t o  account s, Native leaders are i n f l u e n t i a l  and 

t h e  Then came the adminisLration and native p o l i t i c a l  s t ruc ture  

The f a u l t  of the  chosen solution was tha t  theore t ica l ly ,  a l l  

Thus any new s tep ,  i n  the absence of any hope of bet te r ing  

, To-day the Condominiun Gove,rmnt is more o r  less considered 

(1) These so called "chiepfs" are of two Binds: 

- yiiremZr6 ( y è l m a l U )  who boast the prerogative of carrying, 
helped by t h e i r  people, very high plumed head dresses 
called m e r i m .  They a r e  the more numerous and yield very 
l i t t l e  apparent p o l i t i c a l  power. 

- yani niko - (yani'ndngo = "ter of the canoe) whose p r iv i l e@ 
is of speaking on the natter of peace of war.  Negocia-bions 
pertaining t o  this v i t a l  problem must go through them, and 
som of these of f ice  holders appear t o  be i n f l u e n t i a l  over 
wide areas. 
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popular only i n  as much as they piLay along w i t h  the D i s t r i c t  Agents, 
t o  the best  of the i n t e r e s t s  of t h e i r  people, tha t  is &&q s t r i v e  t o  
reduce i n  the greatest possible masure the p rac t i ca l  ro le  of the 
Buropean Administrators e 

We have ju s t  spoken of a reorganization of the native society, 
Af&er May 1941 t h i s  was done w i t h  a very t r a d i t i o n a l  bias: the Pres- 
byterian Christian Society w i t h  i t s  hierarchy OP digni ta r ies  under 
the control  of the missionaries was replaced by the r o m 1  Nelanesian 
gerontocracy w i t h  an insistence on the t r a d i t i o n a l  sets of feasts , 
dances and pig-kil l ings,  where the important people come t o  the  fore,  
but w i t h  very l i t t l e  predominance anywhere of an ilzdividual man, 

The desertion of the mission came as the Grux o% 8 long deve- 
loping crisis, f o r  which the John Prum nyth gave w h a t  was considered 
an answer. Its i r r a t i o n a l  aspects hides ce r t a in  facts about it from 
us. We know *!John Prum*r o r  Bromf1, the one who w i l l  **broomfT the 
white man out of the Islands,  is  sa id  t o  be the reincarnation of the 
fomer god, Karapen", whose name was invoked i n  the last century 
by the enemies of Christianisation, 

T h i s  gives us the  link: the message of John Frm provided for 
decisions, f o r  a c t s  which were already i n  the minds of people and 
for which some had already shown the my. The myth here gave an o p  
postunity f o r  the c rys t a l l i za t ion  of long kept-dom fee l ings ,  and 8s 
f a r  as can be seep, helped towards a posi t ive,  i f  very par t ia l  solu- 
t i on .  Moreover who could say t h a t  John F r a  d id  not e x i s t  when the 
whole Island had followed h i s  word? Under his  new form, the god. had 
provided f o r  the first oraanis s t ructure  of the movement, by the 
a p p i n t m n t  of se-called trropes", messengers who carr ied h i s  words 
and thus were h i s  l o c a l  representatives. I n  t'he same vmy, bg. they , 
a t  Sulphur Bay w i t h  the sons of John Frwn or a t  1kolau.in the north 
Mth the building of an  aerodro-m, the la te r  versions of the  myth 
f i t t e d  i n  w i t h  the loca l  conditions, o r  followed the necessi t ies  of' 
a moving picture ,  offering i n  eaah case, i f '  not a way out of the 
problem, a t  least a frame work i n  which t h e  l i f e  of the movement 
could be fu r the r  organized; on a mil i tary l i k e  basis f o r  instance, o r  
kept alive through the ac t iv i t ies  of a team of youngsters when the 
older people were a l l  i n  e x i l e ,  

I n  the l i t t l e  space a t  my disposal, it is not possible t o  . 
discuss the general problem of cargo cu l t s  a t  large,  I would l ike  
only t o  s t r e s s  onci f inax  point This is the value of t he  m y t h  f o r  a 
Helanesian society i n  t ransi t ion,not  only as a way out of the problems 
f e l t ,  but i n  the first instance as a mans of apprehending the  con- 
t a c t  situatiora, when the  white man respohsible has revealed h i s  in- 
capacity t o  .offer a ra t iona l  solut ion which would have seemed of 
value t o  the people, I n  t h i s  case a t  least it is as i f  f%Ian Tannaw 
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