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The South African anchovy fishery on anchovy (Engraulis encrasicolus) is a recruit fishery, the
management of which can benefit from a prediction of recruitment as early as possible into the fishing
season. An expert system developed by Miller and Field {(2002), designed to predict above median,
median, likely below median and highly likely below median recruitment, proved robust to the large
changes in abundance observed in 1999/2000. In view of additional recent changes in the distribution of
small pelagic fishes in the southern Benguela, we update this expert system with recent input data, and
explore its sensitivity to changes in input data series. Finally, we compare the semi-quantitative prediction
of the expert system to quantitative prediction of anchovy recruitment using generalised linear and additive
models.
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