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Social learning in elephants and feeding behavior
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Figure 1: A male in Laos stripping and consuming the bark of a tree
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The ritual framework surrounding the mahouts' relationship with
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Human-animal convergences of medicinal plant use
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Figure 2: Schematisation of the hypothesis of Greene et al. of an animal origin of the use of plant
items in ethnoveterinary medicine in relation to the overlaps of species consumed by domestic
animals, and species used locally in ethnoveterinary and human medicine
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Figure 3: Context map of Thongmyxay district and the location of the ECC
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Data collection
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Results and discussion

The ontological status of village elephants in Thongmyxay
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Figure 4: Mahout visiting a female left in the forest with her one-week old calf

Photo JM Dubost
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Interactions with elephants and medicinal practices

Ethnoveterinary practices 
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Figure 5: Mahout at ECC preparing a tonic for an elephant cow who has given birth

Photo JM Dubost
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Figure 6: Construction of ethnoveterinary practices from the observation of elephants
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Table 1: Use of Harrisonia perforata by four healers (TH1 to 4) in Thongmyxay district
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A higher level of integration of elephant observations into human medicinal
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Transfer of medicinal knowledge from humans to elephants?
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Figure 7: A teenager in Thongmyxay learning to harness an elephant

Photo JM Dubost
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