TOWARDS A NEW OCEAN GOVERNANCE

Making assessments
for more effective steering

Current public policies fail to meet the challenges
posed by climate change and biodiversity loss.
This raises questions about the relevance
of the Sustainable Development Goals
proposed to governments.

An increasingly popular beach at Ouakam,
Senegal.

142

© IRD/P Brehmer

On 25 September 2015, 193 countries adopted the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, which sets out |7 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) to steer public policy. But almost ten years down
the line, we have to admit that the strategy has not proved very effec-
tive, as the situation in terms of climate change and biodiversity has
continued to deteriorate. One of the reasons for this has been that,
in practice, the SDGs have turned out to be too vague or downright
contradictory. For example, one of the SDGs encourages economic
development, which often comes at the expense of protecting the
environment.

.«+ A new framework for assessing environmental issues
is making it possible to develop relevant indicators
to steer public policy more effectively - ..

This calls into question not only the relevance of these SDGs, but
also the methods and indicators that need to be put in place in
order to make effective progress. To address these issues, a British
team, in collaboration with French stakeholders, has developed a new
assessment framework, which focuses more closely on the state of
the environment. This approach proposes focusing on just four areas,
namely the sustainable use of natural resources, reducing local and
global pollution, the state of health of ecosystems and their heritage
value. The method was developed within a European framework and
can be applied elsewhere. But it requires the development of rele-
vant indicators.

Research along these lines has been carried out in Senegal. It has
drawn on the data available to establish a dozen relevant indicators.
Initial comparative studies show that while countries like France are
using their natural resources in a fairly sustainable way, they are lagging



Coastal pollution near Dakar, Senegal.

behind when it comes to pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.
By contrast, environmental issues in Senegal tend to focus on the
sustainable management of its natural resources. This approach makes
it possible to articulate the wide range of environmental issues and
give them meaning, which will enable public policies to be steered and
adapted in very practical ways.
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Ecological Monitoring Centre, Senegal
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