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Abstract 

ln June 2013, symptoms reminiscent of bacterial leaf streak (BLS) caused by 

Xanthomonas oryzae pv. oryzicola were observed on rice plants at the booting stage in 

the Doho rice irrigation scheme, Butaleja district, and at the tillering stage in 

Nambale, lganga district and Magada, Namutumba district of Uganda. ln areas 

surveyed, disease incidence was about 80, 40, and 30% in Doho, Nambale, and 

Magada, respectively. Outside the irrigation schemes, it was lower but widespread. 

Affected leaves showed typical BLS symptoms, such as water-soaked lesions, 

translucent stripes, and yellow-brown to black streaks, sometimes with visible 

exudates at the leaf surfaces. To check for the presence of the bacteria, symptomatic 

leaves were ground in sterile water and the suspension obtained was subjected to a 

multiplex PCR assay for X. oryzae pathovars, leading to the three diagnostic DNA 
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