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Using surface salinitias cata collected
by ahips ef oppoTtunity om the routes New
{eledonia-Japan, Suve-Honoiwlu and Sydney-Los
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Augmies, 'the main features nf the salinity
field variations are etudied from 0%
20°N, Tne annual cycle 18 describie? and the
connacian with the equatnrisl currents ny«iem
iw discusseri. The interannual varjabality
euhibit significent differerres in tha drntern
and Central Pacific arma. The mo' thly anomalies
coumputed fnr the perand 1575- 7B are compasad.
Jome cgracteristic changes in the salinity
pattern amsocisted with the 1976 £l Nino
phenomenon sre ohsrrved in both araas. During
the Shuttle Experiment however the salinity
field sppesred to be slightly normal in the
central Pacific, but lookad highly unusual in
tha western Pacific. The relationship between
the surfece salinity and the rainfall snoneli=s
is briefly discussed.
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