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Abstract 

An analysis based on a multi-decadal physical–biogeochemical hindcast simulation 
(1980– 2009) was conducted to characterize the drivers of the spatial distribution of 
phytoplankton biomass and production in the north-west (NW) African upwelling 
system. To that end, a comparative box analysis representing homogeneous sub-
regions in the NW African upwelling system has been conducted. The sub-regions have 
been defined using the near-surface horizontal circulation patterns. In each box, we 
analysed the dynamics of primary productivity and nutrients with regard to advective 
and diffusive matter fluxes at the boundaries and local biological production and/or 
uptake. The nature and variability of the matter exported from the coastal margin to 
the adjacent open ocean were also subsequently depicted. This variability of the 
primary production may impact the distribution and abundance of fish populations, 
and their associated fisheries, on a large range of timescales. 
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The both last ICAWA edition, 2017 and 2018, was done as a joint event with other 
closely related meeting. In 2017 with the inauguration of the OSCM in Cabo Verde 
underlining AWA cooperation with INDP and UNICV as well as Geomar and 
collaborators. In 2018 ICAWA was join to Preface final meeting following the 
memorandum of understanding signed a couples of years before between the two 
consortium and which have led at the end to a common policy session followed by the 
redaction of a policy brief taking advantage of the results of the both projects. Some 
abstract aside ICAWA joint session are missing see the orgniser to get more 
information. 

Sponsors ICAWA 2017 and IACAWA 2018 

These two edition of ICAWA were joint with OSCM inauguration and the final meeting of the 
European preface project, respectively in 2017 and 2018.  
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