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Presence of moulds during olive post harvest process in Morocco
and detection of mycotoxins in the end products

1 1 1 1 2S. ROUSSOS , C. AUGUR , 1.PERRAUD-GAIME , B. RIO ,M. CHEHEB ,
G. SALIH 2, K. LAMRANI 2 & M. ISMAILI-ALAOUI 2

Laboratoire de Microbiologie IRD; IFR-BAIM, Université de Provence. Case 925, 163 Av
de Luminy, 13288 Marseille Cedex 09. France

2 Laboratoire de Bioprocédés, Div. Industries Agro-Alimentaires, Institut Agronomique et
Vétérinaire Hassan II; BP 6202; Rabat Instituts, Rabat, Maroc
Corresponding author, e-mail: roussos@univ.u-3mrs.fr

Olives and olive oil play an increasing important nutritional role not only in
Mediterranean countries but also in the world, and are an essential part ofwhat is now
widely know as the « Mediterranean diet »,However, the quality ofthe product varies
greatly from one country to the other and often from one region to the other. There is
a need for technological progress through the modernisation of traditional farms or
the improvement of the quality of the end products whether for table olives, olive oil
or olive cake. Post harvest storage ofolive in Morocco and processing in the olive oil
miII was analysed and discussed indicating possible impact in the safety and the quality
ofthe end products particularly the presence ofmoulds on table olives and the detection
of mycotoxins such as Ochratoxin A and Aflatoxin Blin the olive oil. The purpose of
this work is to present (1) the natural mycoflora present in olive, (2) the potential of
fungi to produce mycotoxins and (2) the detection of mycotoxins in olive oil.
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