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The particular osteology of the gill arches, the different inclination of the
predorsal bones, and differences in the structure of the caudal skeleton
have allowed the Pristigasteridae ta be separated from the Clupeidae,
within which they had long since been considered a subfamily (Grande,
1985; Whitehead, 1986). This family comprises essentially tropical and

subtropical marine forms. A single species occurs in West Africa.

Genus lIisha Richardson, 1846

llisha africana
CBloch, 1795)

Description: body deep and strongly
compressed. its depth comprised
from 2.7 to 3.5 times in standard length.
Eyes large; lower jaw prominent;
no median notch on the premaxilla
of upper jaw. Anal fin very long,
with 45-50. pelvic fins with 6-8,
and pectorals with 12-14 rays.

Number of scutes: 25·27 prepelvic
and 6·8 postpelvic. Lower Iimb
of first gill arch with 22-28 gill rakers.
Maximum reported size: 200 mm SL.

Colour: in alcohol-preserved specimens,
body silvery. A dark band runs from
occiput to base of dorsal fin.

Distribution: this species is known
to occur in coastal and estuarine areas
from Senegal to Angola.

Dili;;i••
Ilisha africana (d'après Séret et Opic, 1981).

lIisha afncana (from Séret & Opic, 1981J.
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11. Pristigasteridae = 11. Pristigasteridae. 
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