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Didier PAUGY

Body laterally compressed and covered with large bony scales of a
somewhat homy consistence. Lateralline complete. Fins spineless. Maxillary
and premaxillary teeth present but pharyngeal teeth absent. A very ancient
family, characterized, apart From other features. by its avaries lacking
oviducts. Taday it is represented by only four monospecific genera: one
From Australia. Sumatra and Borneo, two From the Guyana and Brazil,
and one From Africa.

Dorsal and anal fins rather long, inserted on posterior half of body and ending near
to the small, rounded, caudal fin. Mouth poorly developed, thick-lipped. with small
conical teeth; lingual teeth also present.
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Heterotis niloticus (d'après Blache et al.. Igon

Heterotis niloticus (From Blache et al" 1907).

Heterotis niloticus
(Cuvier, 1829

Description: body rather elongate.
its depth comprised from 3.5 to 5 times
in standard length. Head rather short,
comprised from 3.5 to 5 times in
standard length. Dorsal fin with 33-37,
anal with 34-38. rays. Scale formula:
2.5/34-40/6. Dermal bones of skull
deeply sculptured. Gill rakers thin and
serrate, numbering 33 (young) to 98 on
the ceratobranchial (Iower lirnb) and
21 (young) to 76 on the epibranchial
(upper lirnb). These numbers increase
with the size of the fish.
Number of vertebree: 66-69 (average
usually 67). Maximum reported size:
980 mm SLCweight: 1.015 kg).

Colour: uniformly greyish or bronze;
lips yellowish and eye more or less
golden. According to some authors
(Oaqet. 1954. Blache et el., 1964 and
Moreau. 1982), this coloration
may turn into blackish when the fish
reach sexual maturity. In the young.
posterior parts of anal and dorsal fins
sometimes marked with dark
longitudinal bands, and scales
with a dark oval spot at margins
of overlapping zones.

Distribution: in the case of this species.
a distinction must be made between
the present area of occurrence
resulting from man-made introductions.
and its original, natural geographical
distribution area.
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Paugy Didier. 

12. Osteoglossidae = 12. Osteoglossidae. 
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