
Rémy BIGORNE

A typical African family, closely related to the Mormyridae, comprising a
single genus and species. It has an electric organ derived from the caudal
musculature. Body very elongate, anguilliform, covered with tiny scales.
Lateral line complete. Dorsal fin soft-rayed, extending almost over the
entire length of back: pelvic, anal and caudal fins absent. body ending in a
sharp point; pectoral fins reduced. Head naked, mouth large and terminal;
premaxillae, as weil as vomer and palatines, coalesced; maxillae, vomer
and palatines toothless: eye very srnall, without a free margin Ccovered
by skin). Only the left gonad is developed and functional.

Genus Gymnarchus Cuvier, 1829

Gymnarchus niloticus
Cuvier, 1829

Description: body depth comprised
from 7.2 to 10.6, and head length trom
5.6 to 6.9 times, in standard length.
Snout prominent; teeth strong, pointed
or notched. aligned in a single row
in both jaws, 12-16 in the upper,
and 22 to 28 in the lower [aw.
Dorsal tin with 183-230 rays, pectorals
with 9 or 10 rays, their length comprised
tram 19 to 5.0 times in head length.

This species may aUain rather large
sizes, the probably largest record
corresponding to a fish caught
in the Loumbila reservoir, near
Ouagadougou. rneasurinq 1,670 mm SL
and weighing 18.5 kg <Roman, 1966).

Colour: dark grey to almost black,
darker posteriorly. Belly whitish

Distribution: Gymnarchus niloticus
occurs in the basins of the Rivers
Gambia, Senegal, Niger, Volta and Chad.

Qi;;;j'"
Gymnarchus niloticus (d'après Boulenger, 1907).

Gymnarchus niloticus (Irom Bou/enger, 1907).
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Bigorne Rémy. 

16. Gymnarchidae = 16. Gymnarchidae. 
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