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The Citharinidae comprise large, deep-bodied and compressed fishes.

Following genera, scales are cycloids (Citharinops and Citherinus) or
ctenoids tCitheridiun», The lips have tiny monocuspid teeth and the

mouth is terminal. On the other hand, the very tiny maxillary is toothless.
Ali species have two dorsal fins. The ftrst has 16 to 24 branched rays.

The second adipose is quite large. Dorsal fin has 19-24 branched rays.

Lateral line is straiqht, median and complete (47-92 scalesï. Finally, as a

common characteristic of African Characoids, pelvic fins are provided

with a scaly process. Ali species are very high specialised microphaqous.

They have numerous thin and dense gill rakers. The Citharinidae are not
very abundant but they are of great economie importance, Ail species
show a large size. In West Africa, this family comprises three genera and

five species Ctab. 22.1)
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Principaux caractères des espèces de Clthartnldae.

Principe! diagnosticic cberecters of the different Citnerinldse epecies.

LS/H LS/Lt LPC/HPC RD RA NE fS

Citharidium ansorgii 1,7-2.2 2.8-3.3 0.8-0.9 17-19 19-22 ct 12,5/46-51/14.5-16,5

Citharinops dtsticbodoides 2,2-2,7 3.0-3,7 0,7-1.1 16-19 20-23 cy 7,5-9,5/50-56/10,5-12,5

Cithennus latus 1.6·1.9 3.3-4,3 0,6-0,8 20-23 23-26 cy 17,5-18,5/59-71/18.5-19,5

Ctthetinus ebumeensis 1.8-2.1 18·21 26-30 cy -/68-73/13,5-14,5

Cithennuscitberus 1.8·2,7 3.0-4,1 0,7-1,4 17-21 26-31 cy 22,5-25,5177-92/22,5-25,5

Scales small, over 60 in a longitudinal series and over 12 between
lateral line and pelvic-fin base Citharinus
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Scales ctenoid: body with 2 broad black bars ..... Citharidium

Scales cycloid......... 2

2 Scales large. 50-56 in a longitudinal series and 7 or 8 between
lateral line and pelvic-fin base Citharinops

KEY 1
TO GENERA

Longueur standard/hauteur du corps (LS/H) :
longueur standard/longueur de la tète (LS/U) :
longueur du pédoncule caudal/hauteur du pédoncule caudal (LPC/HPC)
nombre de rayons branchus à la nageoire dorsale (RD) :
nombre de rayons branchus à la nageoire anale (RAl :
nature des écailles (NE) : ctenoïdes (ct) ou cycloïdes (cy) ; formule scalaire (FS).

Standard lengthlbody depth (LSIH); standard lengthlhead /ength (LSILtJ;
caudal peduncle length/cauda/ peduncle depth (LPCIHPC);
number of dorsal fin branched rays (RD); number of anal fin branched rays (RAJ;
structure of scales (NE): ctenoid tet) or cyctoid (cy). sca/es formula (FSJ.
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