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SUMMARY 

I n  South America (and elsewhere) peasants are prone t o  convert the 
high forest in to  s?ra~elaids. After ~1ea.rïn.g ( s lash  aid h1-1r1-i) 3-id 
t r ad i t i ona l  agr icul ture  (cassava), the  na tura l  fo re s t  regrowth is c u t  and 
burned again which makes the tree disappear and favour herbaceous species. 
Pa<ture such consti tuted are very short  l ived and quickly evolve in to  a low 
lignous th icke t  of very low economical or ecological value. 

Selective non-cutting of par t  of the  init ial  fores t  regrowth is a mean 
t o  obtain a sustainable agroforestry system. 

Here we have selected 3 types of lignous species : 

1) Sawwood species, i .e. Goupia g'labra and C a r v a  guianensis. 

2) Palmtrees mostly Atalea regia and Jesseinia b a t a m .  

3)  N2 f ix ing  species : many species in  the  genus Inga. 

A l l  these species are multiple use  species. 

Observations were focused on grass perennial i ty  and on tree growth. 
F i r s t  results show the decisive importance of i n i t i a l  regrowth s t ruc ture .  
The root morphology and habit  of the  d i f f e ren t  species is of upmost 
importance on water and mineral budget. Goupia glabra and other loca l  
species are well adapted t o  loca l  s o i l  contraints .  ' 


