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c o u p l e s  d a t e s  and places of  birth ; 

m a r r i a g e  d a k e  a n d  serial acmbei- ; 

b i r t h  dakrs of: a l l  t h e  cmi.ple'r;; chi1dren. 

cards .;upplied saiiie e x t r a  i n . f o r m a t i m  c o n c e r n i n g  

. .  ..- 

cme or, a t t ~ ~  ,cifl: .  these p e r s m n s .  ' II I 

L 

The i ndew deal t a n l  y w i  .th coupl es marri e c l  between 
#/1/19h3, a n d  31/12/1982 a n d  b i r t . h s  accw-iring ! + ~ : i k h i n  the :%.airre 
p e r  i ad I 

All r a l c u l a t i a n s  were f o r  cample'te y e a r s .  

e 

. .. . .  

4 



4 

! -  

-. 
t 

1- T h e  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  n+ persons b e l o n g i n g  to other rcl & c ~ i o c ! s  
sects'  were , spread nut ' u v w  several v i l l a g e s  ancl ~ a w ' e  
t he r - e t :  ore  n o t  processed 

2- Inf .a rmatkon on earlier g e n e r a t i c m s  was obta ined  +rom m a i n l y  
1 
i g e n e a l o g i c a l  S Q L W C ~ S ~  
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THE RESULTS 

T a b l e  :l c . A v e i p a ~ e  aga at 1 s t  m a r r i a g e  
. .  a c c o r d i n g  ,tu Aprria age-gr-oupsi.  

Wom&n, t h e r e f o r e  mari-i.ed later than they ur;ed t o  and men 
earl i er. It  has " been s h w m  el sewhere t i t h a t  the tr-ane;i t i  on 

. occurred i n  t h e  pn!st-war. y e a r s  and was due t o  t h e  t w i n  rl.ffect.s o+ 
C h r i s t i a n i s a t i o n  and h i s t u i - i c a l  events. 

:y 
.. . 

1. u A. Wa1 ter- - .,14?8S -(I. L ' t5pcJuser- hier: et a u . j a w d  ' h u i  
- q u e l  que5 notes s u r -  I es strat&qi es .de mari age a V ~ ~ L ~ S . ~ . L I .  
-Anthruou1 oaie. Ducumgnt  de travai  1''. r'ïbi 5-ORSTOM-Far t  V i  1 a. 
- r e n e u e d  Cta be p u b l i s h e d )  ( t r a n s l a t e d  as (Settiny IYarried 
Y e s t e r d a y  and 'Today - notes on marri age a t r - a t e g y  i YI Vanuat t i -  
A n t h r o p o l a q y - C a s e  8 t i . d ~  no. 5.) 
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A s t u d y  * af ' t h e  t a t a 1  nurnbsr o+ children in t e r m s  o+ t h e '  
length 0-f married life pr-oduced similar r e s u l t s .  Womcn married 
Sor-  twenty years ai- mare had an .3\4%agE?'Qf 4.45 These 
fisures, abtained +rom p a r i s h  data, are i n  f a c t  s l i g h t l y .  1 ~ w w  
.than thuse that  ran be had + : r u m  other sources (C.F. t a b l e  4.) a n d  
are  g iven  Sor information p~trpnses only, especially ae, .they 
canrrat b e  usef  il 1 y prncessed. 

children. 
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, The ' i n t e r v a l  f d r  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  even s h o r t e r  t .han i t  appears 

and ':I.. d r o p s '  ta., "13" 7 months if: the p a r a d o x i c a l  ly h i g h  nulriber of: 
f i r s t  pregnancies..'a~.tetr 4 yea-s a+ mar,rlage is e x c l u d e d  (I.). 

. .  . _ .  
I . :  '. . . .  

1 - It w a ç  al'way,~ checked w h e t h e r '  th& f i r s t - b o r n  child was .f:rorn '; 
t he  f i r s t  pr&gnansy. d dsgrc3e.of errar t e m a i n s ,  hnwever,. and : 

r u u l d  b e  p a r t l y  due to t h e s e  l$te p r e g n a n c i e s .  A t  t h e  time, some ,: 

!:ouples m i g r a t e d  : to. other i s l a n d s  and t h e i r  9 i r s t - b a r n g .  IPJE~I-E i 
r e g i s t e r e d  i n  otl-wr= ' ,  <. ,'archives., . . .  . 
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' .,,,. T a b l e  7 : B i r t h  i n t e r v a l s  according t a  ase-group ( Plelsisi 
' Cathol i c Pl i  ssj  on r-~ï:!x-cl data) . 
.. . . 

F o r m e r l y ,  a coupit:  c o u l d  n o t  have sexual i n t s r c a u r s e  ayair? 
u n t i l  their c h i : i d  had b e r n  weaned. 4fter about t w o  y e a r s ,  yhen a 
m o t h e r  f e l t  that her c h i l d  was s t r a n g  enough, c 'ould w a l k ,  h a d  
teeth, had s ta r teà  wali.::. inq, and, mast i m p o r t a n t l y ,  w i l l i n g l y  ate 
solid +ood ( t a r n  and yarn) ? s h e  w 0 L d . d  a l l o w  her husbaiid to hc?:vE 
&sex l E c i  t 1 - t  t s e r -  again al thcruqh she w o u l d  sti 11 c a r r y  on 
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CCINCLUSION 

Women now rnarry at a b o u t  '21 y e a r s  Qf age', and khereíar-r.. 
.'later i n  l i f e  than b e f o r e .  T h e y  s t a r t  t h e i r  r e p r - u d u c t i v e  ï i v e s  
.,.very . Eiuan and are pregnant w i t h i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  year cif olarr.iaqe. 
. - .The i r  m o t h e r s  a n d  g r a n d f i a t h e r s  w h o  crf t e n  marri t2.d at puhertv, 
. w a i t a d  s e v e k a l  &ars b e f a r e  g i v i n g  b i r t h  t u  their . f i r s t  children. 
%(je at f i r - s t  p r e g n a n c y  hi35 r h a n g e d  by  o n l y  a y e a r  a t  t h e  rrrclat:. 

e r y  :, little i n + o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  on p u b e r t y  a y e  va i r ia t ion .  
.'::Several s u r v e y s '  . . w w e  conducted o n  t h e  c.ub,ject by i n  t e r v i  e w i r t g  

' 'women': a n d  c h e c k i n g :  t h e i r  r e p l i e s  by v a r i a u s  means. The limited 
: ç a m p l e  .'. t h a t  roLt'1.d' be prpocesr,ed c o n s i s t e d  a+ o n l y  SS woingn and 

hawed si-) w-tusiial o n e - y e a r  i n c r e a s e  i n  p u b e r t y  age <m,n,tzrual 
Eriob):.: +ram. .::XZ." E+ f o r  .tRe IYPI-~,YL~S age -g roup  to II[.. ri +or t 1 - 1 ~  

954-iYti 'S . .  , age-grdup . T h e  i n t e r v a l :  between p u b e r t y  and  t h e  .first 
k r r i a g e  t h u s .  in.cre"ased + r u m  5.8 years i n  .!:he . ?  J.934-19'45. a g e - g r o u p  

'to 5.6 years .in the. 1Çif4--'1.'7&S açe-group. 

, i 

,,E"! 

Premaritol p r e g n a n c i e s  w e r e  a n d  still are r e l a t i v e l y  uniJ..!e=uzì 
i'n C e n t r a l  F e n t e c o s t .  They are ,  h o w e v e r ,  much inore commnn an sjame 
' o t h e r  i s l a r s d g  a n d  in Pur-1: V i  la where y o ~ i n q  p e o p l e  are m m - ~  cinaí'!-- 
c i p a t e d .  Marriage!ä are very s tab le  a n d  th.e nctmb,er o f  d i t x w - c : e s  j. 3 
neg'l 1 q i  bl E. . -  

... 
,. 

. . .  
. I  . . 
,,fRllaw each other by abuut  three years a.f.ker 
t h  g r n t r a c t e d  h r e a s t - f e e d i n g ' p e r i a d s  f o r  t!ie 

.(ynunges?: c h i  ld..afid,:.'+orm a+ c o n t r a c e p t i o n  a t h e r  t h a n  a b s t i n e & & &  B y  
t h e  end ai: her r e p r o d u c t i  ve 1 i +e y a watnan would have y i  ven b i r t h  
t a  6 or 7 c h i l d r e n , ' , ,  ~uine c:l.f whom wnuld  die i n  i n f a n c y .  Nowadays, 
b i r t h s  +al 1 o w  'e&crh.-bth'&- :in n m r - e  r a p i d  s~tccessi a n  ,, about  e v e r y  
two ye.arç, and in fknt .  mo~tality h a s  d r o p p e d  c a n s i d e r a b l y ,  Yo i t r i g  
women say tkiey w i n t  n a  
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