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Tﬁm apecﬁs of the Tmhlt ian (}astern Polvnaﬁla) classiflcatlan

of terrestrial snimals zre examined in the‘)ight of nomenciatuve.

. ‘ ' t

il) Dhe recent hlstory oi ihw Tahxtiana?‘ethna&oalqg}c&l Kncwl@dgm“

ghows how the classification of a weager Insular fauna has
évolved after the dntroduction of new species and withian ever
faster' acculturation. Three significant stages are presgented-i
. bhe end of the pre~burcopean era in the 18th cenbury, the wisslo-
mary period in the 3.‘>’c,1’1\\wn tury, and finally the present tlme,
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2) The usual mmdalsg initationa of @jenbifﬂc'taxgggmies; are
asgociated with a two-valusd, twue or Iagﬁe'ﬁzgigm In the : ‘
Tahitian system, however, 'bhe axulgnmsnt of generic taxa to- SRR
biological forms pd?t&h@» of a more subtle. and 1o9s precise - S

~multivalued logic. The corresponding math“matigal theory hag : ..

“been deVMfopLd in recent years under the name of | "fuzwy sets - o S
theory™, It glves us a gllmps of the poqﬂlbllity mi cmnvtruct ing
more qatisfyln& modalsn e . : RS o 5
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The clmaificzatlon of he x-ma\zfiw aninals ixi Tahit 3 and the

neigh‘ﬁoring‘ialanda {Socieby Tglands, Basbern P

4in ite broad lines. T‘mc» uspet‘t of it Will ba ey c:nwmwd

Ain ite present sbab@e .

p few points: shout. ‘voca'bulaw

‘Orp*aniéms are gwupr~d into clusm% vhe taxa (biwdq

These tax& QBB WY rt.xfl@r&*n*c, 1ovels in Lhu

o estdbliahrﬁd b}; comparison of ths taxa Lhe mzprh the means o

rigon only Letween neab f“c; taxe (aoimats

KA

to be filled out. In 28 far as the Tnhi&;i@u claself ma’ﬂmn is sancm‘n alﬁ

it would aeem Lhab the had m ahcu chavaciumnsau:x v

rearranged into ethr 1obiol ogic:al ‘eategorie

‘

md mmhod uugm: Lo e made cl@&ra

nl"vmmia) will be presmtecl
" 4pa evolub iom

during recent hishorys and the Mrpc of "L%w jmplisd by this glassificabion

Dj,dﬂt moor bummrd}

ammmwr & nierarchile %m churs

of mclﬁuuioan This relabl cm im onge of pm’ofm”l erdering pem

’E the rblat ien

hbdng cmn\ﬂa«

mwn her). The procedure naeds

g ik tm% deser

&r‘\‘iclﬁ‘ (perlin el alM 1‘3’7,%). secording b0 raseal “eh cavme

RS R

aubhors, popular: tammmm contmn @ IhaXimnam of & 1.@‘\?81:—"”

to be Found ths uniquu beg rinnwr of 'tna La

1evel 1, the ~mt very numcrom J.ii@‘ £Orme’

pm’miﬂﬂng Lhenm, to e

ipbeg in & rece ont
d . oub BY Lh’ﬂae
AL ‘,Leve] 0 is

sonemic pree 3 phants animale On

oA

s tree, mamnmlﬁ wing o Dn lewel 2

e

the T8ry mun@‘"'ous genem,c taxs i 038 g_uail@ They maké up b

subjec:ﬁ, 0. bmamiaj gesignation 3 - post 04

ssometnm’:s e*:i%m a 1evel & ¢ vax'ie‘hal f.ax

TWO cauagmmm onlys snd thepafore ondy 1Y

wnigque peglnnelr and the g@n&'ric baxse

Thypee periods of the hmtm*v

gnccesaive sLAges of the ‘I.‘al}iuio.ns* @'Lhnr;a_,uolug,iaal
cend of the prw-»-Lurupmn era, &he misalona
rhe pre-Europesn ST epds in 1767 when the navig

" tne end-of this perlod is amwmlble fhro

part of the clasgif ications ‘On wal 3 the epacifloc 't,a;x,aq

he Wes&m ial

1leas nmwmu%

¥, blue guadds Pinallys there

Rearen

n, wiich ary ‘5‘3;-‘113. less NUMSEOUS.

wo levoels, are. oaﬂ

"L{:&.‘EOI'V 3 the

of F;.llﬂ.ti am I’P'p}? en’t,&twe“ aﬁ

lfnﬁ.j&'fjbcifgwn They Are ths

xy ‘period, and the present BEee

shor, Wellle, raachm Panitd 3

g n cerbain written ammme,n’w

avallable bo Wi- Thirty. "ymm 1aber, the wi %mnamr permd heging. wii’cﬂa 4he -
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Finally, bthe Lhircd prriod iz the snd pr Qdu"% of o probrachad process of

seoulburatién that proloundly tranaorued Tahit ian socieby (1).

The end of the pre-inropéan. ers. -

T

Knowledge and beliefs connected with the animsl world wush by
conaidered as loot, for the most part. However, certain texta colleched by
the mlasionary, John Lludmﬂidge ORSMOND (dn Henry, 1928) m:a.k,ck it possible

to reconstruct, ab Jeagt F&rtmlly;, thae sTata of the premmrnp@an taxonouis

system. The most intercstlng in this regard are bhe mhojm@siu&l texts,

at onece didactle and postic, handed down by the great priests of the amﬁimt
religlon 2 "opder Finally mbablivsah@d“ and ¥Division of Prupmrt;y“ (Hsm’,y,
1928, pp. 395=398, ppe 418420} They slteraate guestions and rep;uua on . '
the theme of the wrestlon of bhe world, Zy the ugegs made of terun ziaxmmm; o
animaa.} claszes, it 18 possible to locats thm,u clasges in relationship to
smeh obher, Thus, this study appeals pr Lmarily to noemenclatura, and not to

a hard o interpret Q}nw;mpmmionwr almilarity of species, which the wm.mit.

K of thase texts rey somebimes suggest. This does not imply in a gencral way
. that unnewed gmupmm of living speelss noy oot appeaé an slgnificant
‘across certain aspects of Tahitlan eulture 1 technical knowledge, m;‘i;haﬁ
etc, but, bosides the Emch that it 1s relavively hard to come My any ¢

tainty on this nather for Lthe hishorical perled, it has appaamd to us »m.
the presgnt ¢ibuation that the nomenclaturs reflecte the Ql&aaiﬁ‘icwtmn
of terrvestrial spimel epecies.

Tahitits i;@rma%ri&l‘i‘mmg, was poor An ita numﬁﬁm of ﬁgw&iam (
pzs,r{;imlarly for big size anlioels. Mammals wers represented only by Lhe .
dog, the pig, ang the rab. On *bhé» whher 'hmc.,;. there were dozens 'ci“ spesles ‘

of kirds and mml), sized mxizmlﬁ such a8 arthropods and verious’ mm,m.,

Teble 1 prasents the medn divisionp dﬁ: the pre=-furopsan cladsi~
i‘icai:,ﬁmﬁ Thero were Lup kinds of Life forms one of which bears the nawe

o of m.«ms g.,g . &8 well as the unlqu@ beginner of ?:.han glesaificat ion. This 'A ;'
particulariw shows up,, NOreovsr, in a‘bheﬂzﬂ Polyhesian lam:uage@ andg aem

pﬂ'mmta todw In certaln varieties of the Tahih 1en langnag eg F‘arm,pr this .
eonnects vp with the neke-up of the’ tcar;*ﬂwtrml iiauna, in whicn birds wera .

a cizr»minan%, element. In e g,mc:ml a@mw m "twmm;rial animglh, Lhe word .

many contrasta with such frerm as iis ”&qm&his émlml"q Tz;u@mx “p’lamtv“ shes
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In it restriched cenpe, many say b b wmslabed by Moird, winged %mmmﬁﬂ ST

it designates the “Wlrinsg enluad® 1ifs form. The aammﬁ 1ife form da
manugany fropry sell animel¥s The ek ggpumanu de Formed by doubling o

redupllcabing the word MAnNR, & COWROTH procedure in Tahitlan which sthributon

the ldea of smellness ond mul‘nj Pl iciiw

Thess two 1life furms cover only & part of the "werrastrial
animal® domain. The generic baxa pus’s “pigh, ‘url "dogh, ‘iors at i,
mefa "lizard®, for inabenco, are nok ‘aesw:«aighe«:l to tife forms. The clazai~
fication extends right up to specilic tmc% pw@iml&,ﬂy for birds. These
specific tawa are subject fo binomlal designeblons § thip obwervation fits
inbo the gemeral model proposed by BARLIN eb al. ' '

"~ The missionery period.
‘ | o 1 .
Abempts /introduse new @pmma bs:gg&n at the tz;ij,mz @fﬁ Lhu firgh
coﬁtmm with the nevigstors. A pmcmcﬁmm oomnonly utilized Lo name new
epecies lo poinfed oub hy BEBLIN (Berlin &b al., 1974, Pe ¢ ?i?)@ In dbs
aimplest form, it has been applied mainly to plents in i‘wim@ It cons dste
mx glving to the new ﬁpem,c:zx the nome of & ¢spwim alremd;r me«m t-o whinh

. ‘ri_i’. is 1iken@do This name 18 i gllmrmci by 8 qualifvlng werd 8¢ that bLhe B

speoies may ba di:ﬁtinguﬁuhed by specifying that one of them iz foreign

t

(wm) and that ths other is native or indigencus (15 %ohi) oF of Tahiti.
Loubling the munbem of names could not suffice to name tha introduged =

animals e '1h-m mumber oi’ terrestrial A ‘being npt an suslogical md@lm -

beling -ligb o the new clesses crested hed to heve more than twe elwmmt,a;

4 move waried binomial terminelegy is rvequired ( abls 3)s The terms puafe
wplgh, Vuﬁ Rdogh, and Yigre Yrat® of the sarlier p@rmd mve acqaaimd @
greatsr degres of gemeralliy end have becoms nsmes of life foxmas This 1o

wade explicit in the DAVIES dlotiemary of 1851 @ pusls "larger enimals thet:

hawve hoofs™, Quri “quadrupum that bave clmwsg amup’é:. for the rﬁt“% um
binomial a.pp@llutimm thue ereated are goneric noues (izmbla '9)

i

5 The terme pua's walohi "pigh, 'uri mafohd ”mgi," iore matohl
ragt, ..;,lmmuuh texinally attested (AMORYYOUS, 1875) weve ne doubb of
infrequent occurrence; the :s.i.mple:yimmﬂ puafa, %% fiore mm@g mabl& |

under, é»rdinary clrcumstences without lending Lo any confus ion. o
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bible beaching wan Eﬁair‘!ﬂ’ c{ihimu}.ﬁ by 'Lhdmimioxmr l@a«. For thelr nouds in
. branslating the bible inty Tahltian, the miseionariss w”ezat,eci great pombors
A | , of animal names from I'i@brém Greek, snd Latin. With but a fow execepllons,
P ‘ . such a8 ase Etind (weitten f}ﬂiﬂi)g the nemes of thess animals cell up ne.
2 | image for the Tehidians. The Tahitian conwption of 1ife forms csused some -
' treuwble for the translators who had to find mxp@di@nh& for transposing over
Cinto Tahitian Judelc idess alout the animsl wordd 3

0 S 0 manu ”'E\vm moha Moquadryped? Mu., land enienl + “‘avaes le, foot,

E S o paw + mahe, fonr, lit., mur-—»footed mm‘iil&.l. o
SRR manu pererau Whird" manu, lana m‘{ma,l ) gwﬁm;;, winm
o D lit., winged animal. ’ R
b puatd wild (2) andmalt ‘ml%hoamq on sl pige

i

S . The "pms@m Bg8.

Gfam.mllv sspwahlnw iamim.&rzﬁ.hv wmh natura in wumm&,; ‘L‘h@s

"&ssmtml data mwing to desoribe the present state of affalrs wacs
'ig,athewd from informanta tmm one of Tehitits rxaighbaring islands whera | |
. -',“t.h@ way of l:lfs:ar ab41l elose to naturs, is more faverakle than in Tahiﬁi : '  *
f L S bo the persistence of this kind of lnowledge. This island belongs to the 3 | ‘
: sams linguistlc end culbvral unit, in apibe of a fow giial%tal mariatianﬁ;

[

I Th@ ez;ppwmion & maw m@a ora "Livmg Lﬁlnm“‘ or "‘living uhiragfa"'
.‘ 4 . ‘ = ‘tmy m Found din toth the old texts C,Qll‘ﬁi-’t&"ﬁ &b the h@winn ing of tha ; "
S , - ﬂ'xirm;%nth centbury (Henry, 196;«.9 p. ;@5«3) and :’m the mhi’cian tmnsla‘i@ion
of the Bible, Informants were interrogated as fao the meaning tlwb they
‘attvibmm to the term. Those persons conpulied between the a,g,w of 45 and
65 years gave consistent explansiions. The damaln of living bx‘%iﬂgﬁ% extends | i ‘
o the whole greation , everything thst was not m:ade; Ay th@ hand of man,.
These are land animala o waber arzinml% planta, tut alse * stones, the o
sen, astrel bodies, ¢uca The way in which life shows it,sel:i‘ (movement , o Ny
Ayregph abim, growth, a‘c‘ca) ig uonsmamé 89 ki@ing more or less cabviousg o
secgrding to the camn In as far ag stones are mncernedﬁ for instam*%
1 is ‘supposed Lo be v@ry diatinctm Stones linm, grow, can have mmaim@nt
mowr-*m {stones to drew fish towarda fishing apmtﬂ ) er aangérogc;ﬁ%i&ém
for supernatural belngs to stav), Cinally they die hy & procew of dstew -

rioration, Imm {.!inlﬂhw« Therefore, - t,h«a clg;sm nany “tc»m*e gbrial an:imal“ ia
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Table 3. Generele namss of aninnls applied to new life

forms during the missionary perdod.

pus'a

fagd

"big clewed animal¥ o o ‘<‘ RN ‘,ﬂ:

tiore
iors mafohi Mrat” ‘iore, rat + mglohl, indigenous,

¥hooved anjmal™ -

' o 11554 o1 ? : miohi. ind o

puals ma chi "pig - pua'a, plg + maohl, indigenous,
11t ., native pig. ,

pua’e horo fenus “horae" puata, pig + hove, run + iﬁ&%&av

terre, 1it., pig runninp on thc nround.

pus®s niho ~ Mgoat® puala, pig,+{g}hog ho:ng lit.,

horned pig. | |
puela te tofo Whovine® gua'ag nig + toraa huﬁl (borr wad
from bp&nlah)g lit., bull piga ’

: gua*a mumoe “sheep® - puals, pig + ma utt$nuating prefiﬁ

+ mog, sleep, lttag sleeping or sleepy pig (2}, or’
unknuwn xuraign origin (DAVILba 1851, &ppwudix)

'uri.m§76hi\ dogh ““ggi;'dég‘4 gé'ohia‘igdégénousé'j
1it . native dog. | o ; o
tur] pitifars “eah® turd, dag + E&i.: elimb + fareg
_ house, ‘1it., house-climbing doge
5gr? ta aba "m@nhav" Cfury, dog + Egjgﬁgg parﬂang’
| 1it¢$‘dog WAL - - ‘ i - “ \x: | .
’urJ ri talava  Mseal® .. *uf? dog +"éi ‘dwﬁil + Bya, b&%ﬁplt

1it., dog that lives in the p&saes (Andr@wsf l94h }
Davies, 1851) (N) L

N

W"mall clawwd anlmal®

“1it., native rat. S :
flora pereray wphat¥ . Vipre, rabl + pererauw, wing, lit,,
' winged rate o Coe

,”10rqugmggﬁa “Tdbbit" ) iore, ral +5Egggiéglfafﬁigng.

li%‘nef, fgmi;__fn Fc’&ta ’




—

LEMATIRE Yo o L S T

pavt of o lurger set of the ggg.}g; neEn ors ‘ﬁ.‘iﬁ;ﬁ.ﬂg thinge® where mybh, phi.im !
sophical apeerlation, blplogieel observetlon are net consid derad as 'ﬁe@namivrd
gomelna of kmewledge, bub rather aa :int.agmt ads On this subjest, Qm& mJ;J
obaerve that, for s long while, moologicel trestises in Iurope gawe i‘.’xﬁﬁw

criptions of fabulous mmlsels @ chimers, unlecorn, ebe.

In general, the informanta are not wvery fiuch BWAre of the
existence of the extended meaning of meny Merrastrial animal®, This sense
- ‘ appears sloost m'tiqnzel*r in such questions as dahs w:ﬁ DM T "What dg
b . that animal ?Y. A questien of this type is :',m,ltﬁbl@ ,("‘mr m*rr kind mi‘ tmwssm
' trisl animlk, bu,t not, £ m‘ an agquatio n:smml@

‘Phrw Life forms& ars pm%nﬂ. in tam@ 4s The panumany "wx’y
&mll enimpls® include ne\m& it,wxzm; (r . Xy, mﬁcg) but also orgmimm
that ave aot degignated with any gmai:er pmcmim s muall flies around
A N iruitp micrebea’s, et The cl&ms pf manu Wpipde, winged insects™ compr A,swm :
| ‘aerem; ene leas lsvel than in the pmmdimg erp. The ppecific taws are
hardly rapresf@ntaaﬁ ﬂicu’!ph by Lh@ A varm‘hiﬁas of reel herons, otu”u R
'(ﬁ,gre:ttq aacm)g one white "Ghulu fugPug, and the other groy Yotuty

"'f:ra%rm Certein e&p@ai@s cai“ birda hmm actu&w ﬁli&mppwamd gineo fthe )
nineteenth cemtury snd those rmminimz m"ﬁs lass widﬁly cﬂiﬁtributad a8 tha
‘bielogieal equilibrium has been mod ifded. .

A naw, J.iw form ‘&nimam Whig zwnnfl:yinp ;an:ﬁmal“ hane ”takmn Lh@'
pla.cca of pua'a "’wmmd animals® and Syrl “tﬁ Fig »;mec). mim&la“ Thm clage

mclw:l% aom@at,in and exotic animels, vfﬁs ip hard to m‘b :ﬂza; baunciamr"mt

' ' o
H . . . .
'

The }a@amm’gm ‘r;si‘ éw&aim &,@n@x&é nemss appesring ‘in “M%@ mm‘aj'mmf
sra (table ) ATE ROW nbmuraﬂﬂ«» A popu“r wtymology makes bhe g%‘t pupts
- niho (< puata, pig + W,hq, homa 1., home;d plg) & t.eath@d sndmal becauss  ‘,
of the only mmlern mmmlng of pil he mam% waile thm&; @msw an old '
maaning of piho Ayepntt (Jaummq 1896 ; Devies, 1&‘51} The archaic raus
of ezt ni”iﬁwe or ‘url Ql'lfﬂl‘”? { < tyri, dog + pi%i, climb + fare, house,
'li*i;eg, hmxsemcllmbmg ‘dog) is t,}:m'ﬁf ef an ammal that ealls in the housa’
according to & papulaz’ atvmalogy mu*rmc. amcm@;at thaa Tanit L:mﬁaa as h’? mly
m&aning of m remaining m ¥ho aall¥ &‘féhim. 1% ;’9 Po 38 a‘,a., b‘bhm* ul‘mnged h
. or sbridged names 3 mimi Begl M (< Freach wimd) § R@eh@nu&@ ‘“mmc“ insbead
L of pua’s herofenua ; Bamas.. lnmew of pusle _w__a_;g_ggg@ Ammgw tah@ naﬁwé of
exotic anlmals, some are borrowings s 3?.%_-“:&... %ig@r“ (< Malmh) > rapiti
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ort oi‘land‘animalsaat the present time

F 1
L

Classificst
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Luuta). ‘
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'm_m form which includes miml,,y domestic and mm? Ao anjimals hw 0o zmwb,

.,ﬁmi; m&m prammiwd in bmm@n (t{maimmn 1‘:1'?}1% AU ;L

It camot be donied mm; HUCH mmierm pmduw sulbable mc‘,:xmummm
in & great wony instonees. HIV o Whaen ome dpbarvogetes Tehibians abcmt., ma“m
going enimegla bo lile foems, the mest remsrlande faeh Is thele he sitablons,
their contradict iong, snd even the Impossibillty for them te classify certain
oneg, even bLhough they are olben andnals quite familisr to thes. An ablempt
has Lbeen made {Bright J« & Biight oy 1965) to demeribe a classification
bringing inpto play Usphere of influence" relationshipsa The zea ebiene of
the mfammtm suggeat o""immt;im towards this kind of many-velusd logic,
which takes dnko acconnt t.hﬁ fact that the elsuents o m«nmmm o not carey .
thé saeme welight within a ulxsu ae WiLh jn the basa which have besn called Life

forun, there exlsts o cenbral #amﬂﬂg o zzxMht BEY mrxtmramg a ocertain nuuber.

of mmber*s thet are highly mprmum.ubiw of L mﬁe form eoneerned and & -
mc,‘.mixml moné of losp r@pz»ﬁwumtim oy doubt £u. mmharm A:&ﬁ@ﬂa@;tq’ ideas
sroud théir clasaificat lon throws 1ight fLor ua on thedr att udf-:%@ Thay
themselyes specify the chﬂmct,ariatiw of two of the life forma. The ZanumEma |
are animels of HYpmsll simeV and the m&nu are snimals Whhat Fiy™ ('kahs'“ th}.mk

o

w o

obvions chey 1%&?%%19)«; duch gpmpmmiwm mnmm i’amhf”ulw tam the cuma.p%
of fuszy sels (m: H m‘thm the et of nen, Lhe immvauhném, af mam ‘of g }
gamat m,m)a This mathenatical hnmryg, called i’um :szm,a' theo mr,, has b@ﬁz‘?’i’é\ |
ciwelcpud these last years by me tneme‘biajaﬁﬂ such 29 L@ io mma am:% has

This thmaévgr s p g generalisation csit" srf.ﬁ Lh@m*}; and m'mus:iem 8 n&% '
way to appm.a,eh the pmm@mm that w e va 'i&‘ill’lﬁn D mmmmt.imz i :m : 
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order, In the @rdhmmr th@am m& aeﬁ:»c Lrom- wﬁ”} joh the usual tm&zmmiml

models derive, a o SP hmlmgﬂx or fpes st Zmlmag,, o 8 .wt wr &1 tmrmmﬂt}
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@rd.uwrv fmn%) cx a seh, ';ﬁzg n a‘*xaramm‘iai‘,ia fanction fﬁ (x) s defined,

which, being g u\mu any BEMOTE x whatsoover ol £ takes the val ve 1 when

:la & member of thcs pet Ag and in MW wppasiw cuBe, the w:lm ﬁ,; m # L
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Ln Lhe Iuvuv zebs thoory, thls Lhut%uhuriuLiu junrhiun Y tuhh,

3U“J othnr *hJu 0 and 1, for nnubancm all velues bebweesn  and 1 (mpau
generel many-valued logic), A funay sub-seh is then defined by the vmlu@
‘thet ite cheractsristic function tekes for the various members of the seb
in whiech it is included, Within the set of employees of an enterprise, the
fuZay sub-sut of emplovoem of big size would be aeflned by assigning sizes’
to tha various 0mp1078099 which would bo wade up of siﬁes between O and 1,
L 'Jf one were o take the ﬂr@caution of choesin& the 3ize‘of the biggest of
o thel as unil of measurement. The enployees of the enterprise wonld be ths.‘ 
Vy_ | . members of this fuzzy sub-seb bu@ in very differing degrees. 4
K Let vs get bauh to. thw life iorms oi nhe Tehitian ulaSQifiG&thngt
The characteriqt1c foabure of Lhe manwanu as wade expllclt by the Tahitians 1
i o ( smullnesu, is @ relatﬁve notion . implying 1nnumerabl@ poa&lbl@ gemrersa T
- may be’ rcprcaunb@d wwhh &rbatov veszimiliLuda bv 8 charactern%tic xunctlan
“'taking all of the weluws between U and 19 rather hhan by a functlpn tanlng
7 Vgnly 2 values,. The‘r@nr* gentatlon 01 The ma&g@anu hy a. A azy submaeb is
< therefore prefeérable to a representation coﬁnﬁcted.wuth twunvalutd l&gico,
©. The #flying® criﬁmri@n cf many would eem.aprlori&tlcally o corre&pond o
prop051tion to which it i3 possibls to raply by ves or‘noq In. tact, auch’vﬁ»f}f
is not the case. This will be ‘illustrated by the examples that fpllawa o

The charscterigtic i@atures of tha various llfP fcrms are not

o , C
E mutually exclusivg? It does not aJuays qufllc@ o Qbscrve that « generlc ‘
"taﬁmn‘possaases‘qne of bhem in orﬁcr to ausign it the name of a life beHe(
“hs 8 matber df‘f@cﬁﬁ‘jx m&j poeaﬁﬁs‘pharacb@riatiglfeaﬁurea‘af peveral forﬁsai, 
The rnactioné of the informants show that, in'thi%‘lattér case, alfter cofipa= .
p -+ rison, & 8ingle ons of these iaatures is retained ay tﬂe most conspieuoua ,f ;
' for the generic taxon under cous:deratlonp Lvervth&n& Qccurs asg though bhe
classlflcatlonn whilch iﬁ:in,tha domamn of thought, authorises Euﬂﬂlnﬂss and
overldpp whils the nomanclature, which belongs to tne domain of camauni~- ‘“{Af
" cabion, would like to avoid them. Thus, flies and,moqquitoeb are small :x”
snough to ke manunanu anu/ar do not fly well enuugh to be mdnu, ﬂutteriiiew }‘g(

oy

1 fly well enougﬁ to be manu. and/ar are not small F*mou.rfh to be manumanua e

The clessification ot cricket, for instaaceg ia unoertaln@ The chickun }s hvﬁﬁ,[

congidersd rather as an)ggﬁgmara-aa it does not £ly very much. . B

. In order to put these notlons into praﬂtice dn view of thc O ?
descrlptlcn of utnnobjologicul c&tegori@ug it is nacvasary Lo be able ho :

@valun?e the characta“1stjc funchion 3 o A mgdel whﬁrc thase uharacteviahie

5 oo . iy e




Y. LEMAITRE S o L =1 -

1

fupctions can tale all of Yhe wlues Lebmsen O and 1 roruires uging

elaborats tests,

A threeevalued nodel (0, 172, 1) _corresponding to a bhree-
valued logic (falww doubbiul, true), leads to dist inguishing within tha
classes a marpginal aone (1/2) Lrnm a gontral wong Ll), table 5,

T

Within the Tahibian system that has been examined, the koolean

logie of sclentific taxonomies does not peérmit axplaining 1n“a‘ﬂat¢qfactorv

'

wey the relations between generic Laxa and bLOiQ&iC&7 typ@s. The fuzsy
aet. theory and the more gensral iowic hSqoolaled'w1th it are better &dapted
to a description of this level of classification. & clue would seem LQ'
indicate that this artlaulhrltv is not restricted bo Tmhltlnn : often: @nouéh
in the, @thnoblolotlpnl c]auﬁificatlonﬂ, &enewic claﬂuws are not &ill]lmtﬂ
with biological Torms (Berlin [AY Jlag 1),)3 p. @16, pe 219). Aa maulmﬁnn
obgerves "The laws of thought that ww can hawe enturad<inno the cunmutar
Programs are obiligatordly LJmu+L s the laws of thouzhh in man»LOMmmn dxalahue

are fuzzy™ (Kaufmenn, 1973, n. LIL)
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