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THE FRENCH POLYNESIAN CASE: 
I 

5 URBANIZATION AS A PROCESS OF RURAL CHANGE. 

HIT1 AND MOOREA 

aude Robineau 
r c ,  

I 

n t h e  f i e l d  of Economic Anthropology, t h e  spudy of  p rec i se  pheno- 

which may well enr ich result 's obtained through more general  c l a s s i c a l  
research on development and p p d e n i z a t i o n .  

of urbanization, c rea ted  a break i n  thy t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between, 
' l 'ahit i  and Moorea. 

I After t h i s  necessary descr ip t ion  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  background, I , 
sha l l  speak of t h e  signs, vec tors  and forms of urbanizat ion on Mooqea. 
For the use of t he  term 'urbanized mral tsof ie ty '  demands j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  
Finally, I s h a l l  t r y  t o  show whiçh aspects  p f  r u r a l  l i f e  are transformed 

, by t h i s  process.  

I 



change of people and ideas,.' On the  a r r i v a l  of t h e  Europeans, t h e  con- , 
opposed t h e  members of  the  Pomare family t o  t h e i r  r i v a l s  

I n  the  very f i rs t  conversion 04 t h e  Society I s land  t o  the  Gospel, 
Moorea was t h e  f i r s t  area t o  be won over, and thus  became t h e  c e n t r a l  
base,  from which preachers went f o r t h  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  neighbouring i s l a n d ,  
When t h e  miss ionar ies  s e t t l e d  t h e  f irst  p l an ta t ions  were l a i d  out  i n  the 
cen t r e  of  t h e  i s l a n d  'which waS gradual lys  being deser ted  (or  was already 
desekted) a t  t h i s  time (Green 1867). 

I I 

The co lon ia l  per iod ,  properly speaking, began with t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of  t h e  French P ro tec to ra t e  on t h e  Kingdom of  T a h i t i ,  which had 
included Moorea' s ince  t h e  conquest qf Pomare I.3 On t h e  l eve l  of  econo- 
mic and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  between T a h i t i  and Moorea t h i s  had three conse- 
quences: 

' ,  
I l. Thd development o f  Papeete. 

2 .  
I ,  

The a r r i v a l  on Moorka o f  ' co lon ia l s '  who s e t t l e d .  This fac t  i s  
r e l a t e d , t o  the  s o c i a l  evolu t ion  on T a h i t i  during t h e  19th century ( see  
surveys made ,by  ,Newbury (1967) and Doumenge (1966)) , 
ment 'of  t h e  P ro tec to ra t e  came a wave of  colbnizat ion which was notably  
harked by t h e  i n s t a l l d t i o n  on Tahitii of minor c i v i l  s e r v i c e  employees 
and m i l i t a r y  cont ingents .  ' 

c l e a r l y  show t h e i r  l ineage .  From these  very l a rge '  families, t h e  yo 
members went out t o  t h e  othek i s l a n d s ;  thus Moorea became colonized 

With t h e  e s t ab  

+ 

The wor'ks of O'Rei l ly  and Teissier (1962) 
I 

' 

e' second generat ion.  

acqu i s i t i on  o f  land and t h e  cons t i t u t ion  of p r i v a t e  es 
Panoff (1966) has r e t r aced  how t h e  populat ion,  under t h e  impulsion o f '  
French colonizat ion,  developed an i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  conception of  p ro  
Colonials  were thus ab le  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  estates e i t h e r  by t h e  a c q u i s i t i 0  
of cons t i t uen t  p l o t s  o r  by obta in ing  them by marrying in to '  t h e  adopted 

I n  t h i s  way a f e w  l a r g e  coas t a l  afid , inland estates, and many 
smaller coas t a l  p rope r t i e s ,  were es tab l i shed .  
th is  was t o  'g ive f u l l  va lue '  t o  t h e  land,  o r  more exbct ly ,  t o  devklop 
p l an ta t ions  l inked with t h e  European markets i n  cot ton,  sugar-cane and 
copra which f lour i shed  at t h e  ;end of  t h e  l a s t  century,  i n  addi t ion  t o  ~ 

o the r  cash-crops such as v a n i l l a  and coffee.4 

: v i l l a g e .  
The underlying motive of 

Before descr ibing t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  system of economy, v a l i d  u n t i l  
t h e  changes which occurrc?d during the  1960s, a word must , b e  s a i d  about 
s o c i a l  and economic evolut ion.  
married i n t o  t h e  Polynesian soc ie ty ,  toge ther  with t h e  ,effects of  t h e  
succeshion o f  generat ions,  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e thn ic  mixing of  t h e  coloni-  
als and i n  t h e  s p l i t t i n g  up o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a rge  es ta tes .  There was 
thus i n  Moorea a c l a s s  of  mixed ances t ry  o r  'Demis' p l a n t e r s  ( ta 'aka  afa 
popa'a;l who were e i t h e r  descendents of  t h e  o r ig ina l '  co lon ia l s  o r  new- 
comers from T a h i t i .  With t h e  i r r e g u l a r ,  though sometimes very lasge, 

A s  a r e s u l t ,  throug 

I ' 

l On the .ehe hand, t h e  fact  t h a t  Europeans 

gained from v a n i l l a ,  some acquired land. 
I 

1 ' t i  
4 

i 
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out,this present  centw-7, tfiere has been a continual dividíng-vp of  pro- 
perty,  which f i n i s h e d  e i t h e r  i n  The S p l i t t i n g  up o r  grouping toge ther  of 
pieces o f  lpnd. 
beyond t h e  co lonia l  c l a s s  and i t s  descendants and reachgd the  Tah i t i an  
population. 

On the  other  hand, t h e  growing o f  cash crops spread 

I 

The t r a d i t i o n a l  economic sys tep  was therefore  mainly based on Denn's ' a 

owned p l an ta t ions .  These proper t ies  were e i t h e r  administered d i r e c t l y  $ 

(possibly using l o c a l  labqÚr),  or l e t  t o  tenant  farmers, 
p a r t  al: the Tal1itian population l i  ved predominantly on a subsis tence 
pconoiny. 
occasional wages earned by working f o r  ,other landowners. 

t i an  f o r  t he  loca l  market f t Papeete. 'Cash crops and t h i s  l imited prs- 
dyction Sor the loca l  market enabled the population t o  buy es sen t i a l ,  1 

manufactuaed goods, i . e .  a few v i t a l  foods tuf fs ,  clothes ,  buiLding 
materials such as wogd, e t c .  The Town of Papeete, t he re fo re ,  played a 
consickable  role,  because it was part of the  t r a d i t i o n a l  system; but it 
was not  of prime importance. , I t  was valuable as a market, and a s , a '  
centre sor t h e  d i f fus ion  o f  ideas  and models from t h e  oyts íde  world i n  
an otherwise closed msal economy. 
T a h i  t i a n  economy underwent grea t  changes ip, t h e  epr ly  1960s. 

a need f o r  labous i n  &e cons t ruc t ion  of t he  f i rs t  l a r g e  h o t e l s  on 
With t h e  a r r i v a l  of the  

Nuclear Experiment's Centre, a pol icy  o f  extensive pub l i c  works5. and t$e 
promulgation of a 'hgFel5 Golicy ' ,  t h i s  need Ifor labour grew greater, 
and resul ted i n  a progressive increase  in Bannings from wages. It  must 
therefore be cansidered t h a t ,  as from 1960, a growing pressure  was exer- , 
ted on rural populations t o  accept a wage-eaming ecgnomy. 

The g rea t e r  

This was augmented by earhings from copra and sometimes by , 
Subsistence 

, a c t i v i t i e s  ( f i sh ing ,  t a ro - '  rowing) provided a small commercial prodyc- 
' ,  

, 

1 

5 

This system f e l l  t o  pieces  when the 
L 

i .  

, I t  was then d i r eç t ed  towards tourism which even before 1960 created ' ,  

, Tahiti ,  a,'modern coast road and a j e t  airporT. 
I 

' 1  

I n  the e a r l y  1960s Moorea suf fered  an agricul turral  ç r i s i s ' w i t h  
, regard t o  v a n i l l a  (fewer crops pwíng t o  d i s b s e ,  plus a lowering Ù f  

\mid pr i ces ) .  
contract as tenant  Earmers, v a n i l l a  quickly disappea 'ed fro Moorea, and 
producers took up e i t h e r  market-gardening, or some s l a r i e d  employment, 
.Or else l e f t  t h e  i s l a n d .  I n  a survey o f  t h e  economy of Moorea (Robineau 

9701, I have shown t h a t  between 1959 and 1967 v a n i l l a ,  which lhad repre- 
,cnted three-quarters,  of t h e  island's resources ,  more or less disappear- 
ed, and thyt t h e  majo'r p a r t  of .  these resources  had, during t h i s  same 
!)oriod,: decreased by mora than two-thirds.6 There was also a lowering 
of world copra pr icgs  which, togethqr with an increase' i n  t h e  c o s t  o f t  
living, and a t  t he  same time , the decaying s-kate o f  t h e  coconut planta- 
t h i s  and a t tacks  by a predatory i n s e c t ,  considerably reduced t he  re- 
4ources of produçers. Only 

On the o ther  hand,' thanks tó 
'4Wgatlized pub l i c i ty  and e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  Tarpritory, t h e  tqurist industry 
$as t o  develop gradual ly  on MooTea, and from 1968-1969, t h e  creation o f  
d regula~r a i r  s e rv i ce  helped t o  s t imula ta  it. 

Cultivatedcmainly by Chinese and Tahi t ian  w ~k,ers on 14 8 

I 

From 1968 on copra began t o  be abandoned. 
ayget-gardening continued to f l o u r i s h ,  
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The abandoning of t r a d i t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  and a revers ion  t o  a wage- 
earning economy on T a h i t i ,  p lus  a loca l  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  c o n s t i t u t e  a com- 
p l e t e  change i n  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  ecodomy, and t r a c e s  of  t h i s  may be found i n  
the  bopuiation growth of t h i s  per iod.  With a n a t u r a l  growth r a t e  of 3. l \  
per' year ,  t h e  population increased only by lo%, because the  f i r s f  two 
years  were marked by f a i r l y  la rge-sca le  emigration (9% per  year)' which 
was not  compensated f o r  by a similar r a t e  of immïgration. After 1964, ' 
though t h e r e  was still 'a l a r g e  number of departures  ( 6 . 3 %  per  year) there' 
was an even g r e a t e r  number of a r r i v a l s  (7 .2%).  THis may be in t e rp re t ed  
as follows. , The v a n i l l a  crisis br'ought about, t h e  f i rs t  depar tures ,  the 
c a l l  f o r  labour i n  Papeete explains  t h e  continuing emigration a f t e r  1964, 
and the  t o u r i s t  i ndus t ry  toge ther  with i t s  accompanying trades' provides 
t h e  incent ive  fbr.. more, recent  movements. These new migrants ' f i n d  employ- 
ment as h o t e l  Staff, ' . :labour 'Eoremen, spec ia l i zed  workers pr bui ld ing  ahd 
pub l i c  works, midor t r anspor t  agents,  a r t i s a n s  and souvenir s e l l e r s .  I t  
i s ,  moreover, t h i s  . l a rge-sca le  development'of new cons t ruc t ion  a c t i v i t i e s  
and pub l i c  se rv ice& which raises the  quest ion of urbanizat ion.  

I . .  
1 

rbaniza t ion  i n  connection with an agglo- 
meration and , i t s  surrounding a rea  than t o  do $o i d  t h e  case d f  Moorea, 
which i s  separa ted  from t h e  c a p i t a i  by a s t r e t c h  of water,  and i s  without 
a proper urban cen t r e  from which suburban'zones may develbp. SO, i n  t h e  
first p lace  I s h a l l  def ine  the  meaning I in tend  t o  give t o  'urbanizat ion '  
s o  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l - b e  no ambiguity dver t he  p ropr i e ty  of t h e  terms used 
nor  over khe facts descr ibed.  . .  . .  

I n  my opinion, urbanizat ion is  ,a gradual process .  1 s h a l l  therefore  
?tart  from t h e  p r io r  pot ion of t he  urban f a c t .  Towns a r e  charac te r izea  
by t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  space and functiofis. Urban space i s  charac te r ized  by 
g i e a t  d e n s i t y  of populat ion,  a concentrat ion of a c t i v i t i e s  and heavy 
traffic.  ,. These c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  gradual ly  disappear  as t h e  d i s t ance  f r o  

ecomes, g rea t e r  and t h e  p r e s s h e  of r u r a l  surroundings 
, Upban functiorts a r e  o f  an i n d u s t r i a l ,  dommercial, 
t r a t i v e  and ev&n p o l i h i c a l  r í a h r e .  Urban aet iui t ies  
and t e r t i a r y  sec tors . '  Thky support  the  urban popula 

t i o n  bu t  ,are a l s o  responsible ,  f o r  t he  economic l i f e  of t he  surrounding 
r u r a l  area. The town buys i t s  produce dnd provides it with se rv ices  and 
manufactured gdods, even when t h e  economy i s  of t he  co lonia l  type where 
cash crops q d  manufactured goods do no more than pass through t h e  town. 
Urban spade and urban functionslhave one c e r t a i n  e f f e c t :  they c r e a t e  a n '  
urban way of Zife character ized by' s p e c i f i c  f h m s  of employment and con- 
sumption. 

, 

I 
I ,  

What does urbanization r e a l l y  mean? The development of  t h e # u r b a n  
fact  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  two th ings ,  depending on the  po in t  of view taken, tha$ 
of space o r  t h a t  of population. Urbanization may be - and i s  - conceived 
as t h e  extension i n t o  t h e  surrounding r u r a l  a r ea  of urban c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o r  urban func t ions .  In  t h e  urban zone' t h e r e  i s  a cen t r e  ( t h e  town) and 

I 
l 

l 



39 

the o u t s k i r t s  .through which t h e  urban gradual ly  gives \quay t o  t h e  r u r a l .  
Urbanization may be - and i s  - a l s o  cqnceived t o ' b e  t h e  extension o f  t h e  
urban way of l i f e  i n t o  t h e  surrounding r u r a l  a rea .  

the  t r a d i t i o n a l  economic system which had been ' in  ex is tence  up t o  1960 - 
i n  t he  North-east (Teavaro) and i n  t h e  Soqth-west - (Haapi t i ) .  
two strongholds? 
tance f r o m  Papeete coupled with badly qrganized tyanspor t .  
it was not  a quest ion o€ dis tance  but  t he  absence of wage earners  and 
the  facT t h a t  t he  t o u r i s t  industyy had not reached the  area.' 
t r a s t ,  t he re  were two strongholds of urbaniza t ion :  one was Afareai tu ,  

northern coas t ,  based on tourism. 
a re  a5 follows f 

Why these  

For Teavaro, 
, 

By con- 

For Haapi t i ,  t h i s  seems t o  be th'e r e s u l t  of  i t s  d i s -  

' centred on s a l a r i e d  employment i n  t h e  town, and t h e  o thyr  w.as the  
Othe% objec t ive  signs of urbanizat ion 

I .  

- s ince  the  establishment of an a i r  s e rv i ce ,  t h e r e  has developed 
g grea te r  frequency i n  r e l a t i o n s  between these  d i s t r i c t s  and Papeete, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  along t h e  northern coas t ;  

'and t r anspor t  agents along t h e  northern coas t ;  

school have become concentrated along t h i s  coas t ;  s ince  1968, s i m i l a r  
* services  have increased and may be found almost anywhere around the  i s -  

- t he re  i s  a g r e a t e r  i n t e n s i t y  of commerce, hand ic ra f t s ,  bui lding 

c e r t a i n  e s s e n t i a l  s e rv i ces  such as c a r  r e p a i r s  and a secondary - 

\, *\ land. 
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The t o u r i s t  indus t ry ,  a s a l a r i e d  ecohomy i n  the town, and a c e r t a i n ,  
t ,decolonization'  o f  en te rp r i se s  $rom Papeete t o  Moorea seem t o  cons t i -  
t u t e  t he  vec tors  o f  t h i s  progresskve urbaniza t ion .  
i t s  e f f e c t s ,  I sha l l  d i scuss  t h e  wage-labour both i n  t h e  town, and i n  
the  v i l l a g e  of  Maatea i n  t h e  South-eastern region o f  Moorea. 

I n  order  t o  measure 

1 AN URBAN WAY OF LIFE 

i 
, b y  26% and over t h e  same per iod  {the active populat idn grew by 28%'. 
'There was a l s o  a change i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a c t i v i t i e s .  
'of  farmers and fishermen decreased by 40% while t h e  number of  wage 

, earners  grew f i v e f o l d .  
who a l s o  c u l t i v a t e  a p i ece  of ground f o r  t h e i r  own b e n e f i t  and f i s h  f o r  
t h e i r  own needs have be%n counted as farmers/fishermen. 
q u a l i f i e d  a s  wagelearners are t h e r e f o r e  e i t h e r  employees of  t h e , P u b l i c  
Works Service a t  Moorea, workers empldyed i n  Papeete i t se l f ,  o r  c i v i l  
s e r v i c e  employees working i n  Moorea. Wage earners  are the re fo re  ,em- 
ployees car ry ing  out urbani type wbrk which can be  d is t inguished  from 
ru ra l - type  employment dn seve ra l  coun'tl:. 

n k i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  POY immediately the r e su l tbo f  h ' s  work as such; r a t  

owner hold ing  t h e  means o f  product ion.  
employment, t h e  family group o$ t h e  landowner may have an inf luence    ove^ 
t h e  autonomy of  t h e  worker. I n  t h e  case o f  urban employmdnt, t h e  break 
with ru ra l  l i f e  i s  c l e a r ,  and t h e  economic autonomy o f  t h e  worker more. 

. r e a l ,  t h e  wage i s  a l s o  received r egu la r ly ,  i n  small amounts, o,ver s h o r t  
per iods o f  time and i s  consequently adapted t o  r egu la r  consumption. 

s p e c t  r igorous working-hours, and ehsure h i s  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  p l a c e  of 
employment. For h a l f  t h e  wage carndrs i n  Maatea i n  1967 t h i s  implied 
leading  two s'eparate l i v e s :  i n  t h e  town during t h e  week, and a t  home 
durifig the  weekend. There is  a l so  a consequence t h a t  domestic equip- 
mknt cannot be obtained s o  e a s i l y  As i n  t h e  case of  r u r a l  employment, 
s i n c e  urb,an employment does not  b r ing  i n  l a r g e  incomes a t  certain 
moments. I However t h i s  is  modified by t h e  fac t  t h a t  s,avPng is  sometimes 
poss ib l e ,  *,and, even i f  it i s  no t ,  a r t ic les  may be  bought ,on h i r e -  
purchas e. 

, 

I 

From 1960 t o  1967 t h e  populat ion of t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Maatea i n c r e  

The numb 

I t  should be noted t h a t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  wo&kers 

The workers 

' 

\ 

Unlike t h e  b r a 1  woyker, t h e  1 wage earner  earns  a wage which i s  

i t  automat ica l ly  fol lows h i s  presence a t  wo&. IJ oreover,  it i s  p e r s  ' a l l y ' l i n k e q  t o  t h e  worker, and not  t o  t he  family group ndr  t o  t h e  1 
I n  t h e  case o f  s a l a r i e d  rura l  

I 
The worker i s  not  f r e e  t o  do as he p l eases ,  b u t  i s  obl iged t o  re- 

, 

' 

, 

The facts r evea l  t h a t  workers who abandon the  t r a d i t i d n a l  system 
t o  becbme wage earners  immediately b e n e f i t  economically, b r ing ing  8 

greater f i n a n c i a l  r e sources j to  t h e i r  nuc lear  families and consequently 
improving t h e i r  l i v i n g  condi t ions .  Competition i n  tlie increas ing  o f  . 
salariks i n  t h e  town has provoked s imilar  inc reases  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  ~ 

wages which more than  doubled between 1964 and 1968, while t h e  c o s t  o f '  
l i v i n g  increased t o  a lesser extent.1° Moreover, yo g people tended ~ 

1 
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I 

, t o  s ta r t  work ve? ea r ly ,  sometimes before  t h e  i g e  OE f i € t e e n ,  and s o ,  
cer ta in  households received more than  Qne wage. On t h e  o the r  harid,i ' the 
employment of many youths 8s i inslt i l led labourers  was oiily tempora.l?jr, s'o 
tha t  the  e f f e c t  of t hese  mul t ip le  earnings i s  no t  f u l l y  r e a l i z e d .  How- 
ever, t h e  money brought i n t o  these  households made poss ib le  t h e  pur- 
chase o f  domestic equipment, be it houses, means of t r anspor t ,  f i s h i n g  
,equipment, domestic appl iances ,  o r  equipment f o r  pastime and l e i s u r e  
a c t i v i t i e s .  
was successfu l  only because d a i l y  consumption remained E r  igal ,  t h e  , 

Experiments CentTe h a d  c rea ted  a s j , tun t ion  $11 iuh i . d i  vages increased 1 

considerably. I 

I t  must be emphasized t h a t  t i i s  e f f o r t  t o  ob ta in  equipment 1 
inhabi, tants were ablo t o  bene f i t .  from bank loans," and t i e  ì Nuclear 

Hoy did t h e  v i l l a g e  r o a c t  t o  t h i s  nyw economic system, based on ' a  
wage earning economy? F i r s t  d f  a l l ,  i t  l e d  t o  t h e  va l l ey  ,being almost 
completely, deser ted  a f t e r  having assured the  v i l l a g e s  ! subs is tence  f o r  
many years .  Only a few of  t h e  poores t  i nhab i t an t s  continued cu l t i va -  
t ing the  s o i l  or picking f r u i t  and leaves.12 The only a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  
vi l lage came from t h e  womeq going t o  do t h e i r  shoppJng a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
s tores  o r  from t h e  school-chi ldren.  
truck which passed on i t s  way t o  and f r q T  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Afarea i tu ,  
and a l so ,  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  a de l ive ry  of  dr inks  o r  butane gas.  The men 
who worked on Moorea , le f t  home e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning about f ive  o r  si$ 
o'clock and came back i n  t h e  evening a l s o  about f i v e  o r  s i x .  
wprked i n  town l e f t  by bo&t about midnight each Sunday eveping, and 
came back tbe  following Friday n igh t  or Saturday morning. 
the v i l l age  only l i ved  - and then it r e a l l y  came t o  l i f e  again - Erqm 
Friday night '  t o  Sunday af ternoon.  
i n  the modern Tah i t i an  way, with c h a t t e r ,  dr inking,  b i l l i a r d s ,  o r  s ing-  

and vegetable p ick ing  f o r ,  t h e  Tah i t i an - s ty l e  Sunday <lunch on Saturday 
morning; fqo tba l l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  youths '  teams i n  t h e  af ternoon;  cinema 
or dancing i n  t h e  evening; r e l i g i o u s  se rv ice  on Sunday morning; foot -  
h a l l  matches ' in  one o f  t he  i s l a n d ' s  v i l l a g e s  on Sunday af ternoon.  

I 

@ar$ from t h a t  t h e r e  was the  

Those who 

A s  a result 

The weekend, however, was organized 

, ing and gui tar-playing on tfie Friday evening; odd jobs ,  f i s h i n g ,  f r u i t  

I 

The s t r i k i n g  th ing  about t h i s  F y p i c a l  weekend i s  i t s  s t rong ly  
han character .  
r i c t l y  urban rhythm, and then t h e  urban characfea o f  t h e  oc u a t ions  

rnincwork of  a l i f e ,wh ich  has become urban because the  ob l iga t ions  and 
thm of employment f o r  wages have imposed themselves, t h e  populat5.on 
d i $ t o  adopt an urban way of  l i v i n g .  Maatea i s  t h e  example of  a 
lage which, w i th in  a few years ,  has adopted such a way o f  l i f e .  
s seems on t h e  one hand t o  have been imposed by the wage e'arning 
tem of employment, and on t h e  q t h e r  hand t o  have been i n s t i g a t e d  by 

ntact with c i ty-dwel le rs ,  have c a r r i e d  back t o  Moorea those f e a t y e s  
urban l i f e  which they valued and which could ,be e a s i l y  t ransported.  
t o  knowing whether t h i s  may be c a l l e d  progress ,  only t i m e  will 

F i r s t  t h e r e  is  t h e  break with t h e  week fol lowing a 
' 

F N  pastimes enjoyed by The populat ion a t  t h e  weekend. Within t h e  

workers, p a r t i c u l a r l y  of t h e  younger generat ion,  who; i n  d a i l y  

illable us t o  judge. I 

I I 
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NOTES 

1 From 1967, t he  a g r i c u l t u r e  was r ap id ly  abandoned i n  t h e  ' d i s t r i c t '  of ' I 

Afareai tu .  

I .  

Papeete harbour,  s ea  f r o n t ,  government bui ldings t echn ica l  co l lege ,  

In 1959 v a n i l l a  represented t h e  sum of 37 mi l l i on  P a c i f i c ' f r a n c s  out 
of 52 mi l l i on  f o r  a l l  t h e  cash crops toge ther .  Production, which a t  




