
RECENT STUDIES ON TRADITIONAL AGRICULTURAL MARKETING 
IN THE SUDAN AND SAHEL ZONES OF  AFRICA^ 

Ph. Couty 2 

Data on traditional trade in the Sahel and Sudan zones of Africa are 
probably too scanty and dissimilar to allow a synthesis, even a pro- 
visional one. 

Accordingly, in the first part of this paper, I shall describe 
significant instances of spontaneous intra-African trade flows, mostly 
dealing with staple food products. Such is the meaning of the predica- 
tive "traditional" o 

The area under study includes: 

-- the so-called Sahelian zone (250-500 mm isohyets) 

-- the Sudan zone (500-1000 mm) 

We shall also have to consider southern coastal areas with which 
Sudano-Sahelian Africa keeps close commercial ties, 

Traditional African trade has an indifferent reputation, It is 
supposed to use too many intermediate agents, giving bad service at 
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a high cost. Close supervision, or even downright suppression, is often 

ditional trade exists -- which is already an accomplishment, They also 
remind us of the poor performance of some public or semi-public marketing 
organizations dealing with export products (Raynaut, 1975), 

recommended (Letnev, 1967), However, some writers point out that tra- I 

As far as marketing is concerned, choices are primarily political, 
therefore not fit for economic discussion only, These choices, however, 
also require an accurate appraisal of socio-economic realities, relying 
upon analytical tools improved by research, 
paper will describe the contents of this improvement. 

The second part of this 

Traditional trade in Sudano-Sahelian Africa makes much more sense 
if one looks for complementarities inside and outside of the zone. In 
the zone, complementarities between cattle-raising and agriculture, or 
between fishing and agriculture, have given rise to a lively trade, 
Trade is also frequent between farmers engaged in different production 
systems. 

On a wider scale, we find the great complementarities based upon 
the difference of latitude between dry Africa and rain-forest Africa. 
They support long-distance trade which, in a way, merges with foreign 
trade since coastal areas send to the Sahel both local products (such 
as cola) and imported goods. 

Complementarities in Sudano-Sahelian Africa 

1. Agriculturelcattle raising 

A good instance is found in Bernus (1972, 1974a, 1974b). This 
writer shows that the Illabakan Tuareg (Niger), "nomad herdsmen without 
agriculture", become involved in an exchange economy, both: 

-- in the nomad zone proper (150 km north of Tahoua) 

-- on southern market places lying close to the northern limit of 
the agricultural zone (Figure l), 
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FIG.  I S O U R C E :  E .  E E R N U S ,  L E S  ILLAEAKAN (NIGER) ORSTOM, PARIS ,  1973, F! 93 
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Trade goes on around wa te r ing  and camping p l aces .  
peasan t s  come t o  t h e  nomad zone w i t h  donkeys o r  oxen ca r ry ing  m i l l e t  
and sorghum. 
nomad zones,  t h e r e  are market-places where t h e  I l l a b a k a n  s e l l  c a t t l e  i n  
o r d e r  t o  purchase  m i l l e t  and o t h e r  products .  
b rokers  c a l l e d  d i l l a l i Y 3  who gua ran tee  t h e  d e a l s .  

A f t e r  h a r v e s t  t i m e ,  

F u r t h e r  south ,  on t h e  l i m i t  bretween t h e  sedentary  and 

They u s e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of 

'i, 

I n  agreement wi th  economic l o g i c ,  t h e  p r i c e s  of c a t t l e  and g r a i n  
vary i n  space  and t i m e  according t o  t h e  re la t ive s c a r c i t y  of t h e  goods 
exchanged. 
p r i c e  of c a t t l e  i s  h igh ,  t h e  p r i c e  of g r a i n  l o w .  
cheap where i t  is  p l e n t i f u l ,  t h a t  is, i n  t h e  nomad zone o r  on a no r the rn  
market place c a l l e d  I n  G a l l ;  bu t  g r a i n  f e t c h e s  a high pr ice  t h e r e ,  s i n c e  
t h a t  pric.e i n c l u d e s ' a  margin covering t r a n s p o r t  and r i s k .  The v a r i a t i o n  
i n  t i m e  is  a l s o  e a s i l y  explained. 
i s  cheap but  prices rise u n t i l  t h e  beginning of t h e  r a i n s .  
November t o  January ca t t l e ,  i n v i g o r a t e d  by t h e  r a iny  season ,  b r i n g  i n  a 
good pr ice  bu t  become cheaper dur ing  t h e  dry season. 

O n  t h e  sou the rn  markets, n e a r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  area, t h e  
Conversely, c a t t l e  is  

I n  October a f t e r  t h e  h a r v e s t  g r a i n  
From 
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2. A g r i c u l t u r e / f i s h i n g  

This  complementarity comes i n t o  being as soon as c e r t a i n  groups 
F i r s P  i t  g i v e s  rise t o  b a r t e r ,  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  l a k e  o r  r iver f i s h i n g .  

changing gradual ly  i n t o  t r a d e .  A s  e a r l y  as 1926, i n  n o r t h e r n  
Cameroon, Gide (1928) s a w  i n s t a n c e s  of t h a t  t r a d e  among t h e  Kotoko, 
t h o s e  s a m e  Kotoko who l a t e r  on chose t o  devote  themselves t o  t r a d e  only 
as be ing  more p r o f i t a b l e  t h a n  f i s h i n g  (Gouty, 1964; Gouty and Duran, 
1968; Bouquet, 1976). 

\ 

3 .  Complementarit ies between a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion  systems 

I n  Cameroon, Hallaire (1972) s t u d i e d  t r a d e  going on between t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  Mora p l a i n  and people  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  nor thern  part of 
t h e  Mandara highlands.  I n  t h e  h ighlands  , Natakam, Mada, OuldcSmé', Podoko, 
and o t h e r  a n i m i s t s  grow m i l l e t . a n d  a few groundnuts on s t o n e  w a l l  
bench terraces b u ' l t  upon t h e  mountain s lopes .  D e n s i t i e s  are f r e q u e n t l y  
over  100 inhab/km . The lowlands,  occupied by Muslim Mandara and o t h e r s ,  
are more f e r t i l e ;  c o t t o n  growing could develop. The a g r i c u l t u r a l  system 

c l a y  depress ions  f o r  dry season sorghum, and employment of pagan workers. 

2 

, i n c l u d e s  a c o t t o n l r a i n f e d  sorghum r o t a t i o n ,  i n t e n s i v e  use  of black 

The whole area i s  pervaded by i n t e n s e  commercial a c t i v i t y ,  b r i n g i n g  
i n t o  c o n t a c t  lowland Nuslims and highland an imis t s .  I n  t h e s e  commercial 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  trade-prone Mandara p l a y  a very prominent p a r t  (F igure  2 ) .  

If w e  n e g l e c t  long d i s t a n c e  t r a d e  ( c o l a ,  f i s h ,  c l o t h ) ,  we can trace 
t h r e e  k i n d s  of l o c a l  f lows:  

-- F i r s t ,  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  flows w i t h i n  a given geographica l  environ- 
ment (highlands o r  lowlands) :  milk and m i l l e t  exchanged by farmers  and 
herdsmen, h a n d i c r a f t s  (mats, p o t t e r y )  and garden produce s o l d  by high- 
l a n d e r s  t o  Mokolo town dwel le rs .  
h ighlands  and lowlands. 

However, t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  f lows l i n k  

-- Highlanders se l l  groundnuts t o  lowland Mandara, t o g e t h e r  wi th  beans 
(Vigna s i n e n s i s )  and a k i n d  of tobacco used by women t o  dye t h e i r  t e e t h  red.  
To t h e  pagans s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  lowlands,  h ighlanders  s e l l  products  t h a t  
t h e s e  migrants  go on consuming b u t  do n o t  grow any more. Mandara 
customers buy h a n d i c r a f t s ,  plucked o r  ga thered  products ,  p o t t e r y ,  
m i l l e t  mor ta rs ,  w r i t i n g  boards f o r  Koran s t u d e n t s ,  tamarind f r u i t s ,  
firewood, etc. The l a t t e r  k ind  of t r a d e  r e s u l t s  from t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between pagan and Pfuslim consump t i o n  levels;  Muslims t r y  to1 avoid  pain- 
f u l  chores  which h ighlanders  accept  f o r  money. 

Lowland fa rmers  se l l  m i l l e t  and sorghum t o  h ighlanders ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  Matakam who have enough g r a i n  dur ing  t h e  dry season  b u t  lack m i l l e t ,  
l i k e  everybody else, dur ing  t h e  r a i n y  per iod.  

I 

i' 
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-- The t r a d e  between lowlands and h ighlands  merges wi th  l a r g e r  
flows aiming e i t h e r  towards r e g i o n a l  c a p i t a l s  1ike.Maroua and Garoua 
(and hence towards sou the rn  Cameroon and Chad) o r  towards Niger ia .  
Tobacco, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  grown commercially i n  t h e  h igh lands4  and 
i s  s e n t  t o  Nige r i a  o r  t o  Garoua and Maroua. 
liatakam count ry ,  a l s o  go t o  t h e s e  two cit ies.  
from t h e  lowlands t o  t h e  h ighlands  merges wi th  g r a i n  moving i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  Chad-Cameroon-Nigeria -- Mora lowlands being used 
as a r e l ay .  Ballaire (1972) mentions an  earlier s tudy  by Couty 
(1965) about  m i l l e t  t r a d e  i n  Diamare ( a  department i n  no r the rn  Cameroon). 
This  s tudy  made a d i f f e r e n c e  between two k i n d s  of market-places: c e n t e r s  
of s m a l l . s e l f - c e n t e r e d  zones, and links i n  a long-distance cha in  (Couty, 
1965). 
Cameroonian impor ts  of N ige r i an  m i l l e t  and e x p o r t s  t o  Chad, which w a s  
confirmed t e n  y e a r s  later by Hallaire ( 1 9 7 2 ) .  I n  o t h e r  words, . t h e r e  is 
a g radua l  t r a n s i t i o n  from l o c a l  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f lows, t h e  la t ter  hard ly  
be ing  r e g i s t e r e d  by t h e  customs. 

S w e e t  p o t a t o e s ,  grown i n  
Again, m i l l e t  f lowing  

, 

The same s tudy  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l i n k  between 

Onions, grown dur ing  t h e  dry season  a long  temporary water  streams, 
flow i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  as m i l l e t :  from lowlands t o  h ighlands ,  and 
from West ( N i g e r ' a )  t o  East (Maroua, sou the rn  Cameroon, Chad, C e n t r a l  
Af r i can  Empire).' O n  t h e  con t r a ry ,  c a t t l e  comes from Chad t o  Cameroon, 
and from Cameroon t o  Nige r i a  (Frechou, 1966);  h i d e s  move i n  t h e  s a m e  
d i r e c t i o n .  Hallaire (1972) a l s o  t r a c e s  a l o c a l  f low of ca t t le ,  from low- 
l ands  t o  h igh lands ,  h igh lande r s  must s a c r i f i c e  c a t t l e  i n  c e r t a i n  r i t u a l  
ceremonies. 

Hallaire's s tudy  (1972) i s  a n  ou t s t and ing  example of t h e  k ind  of 
d a t a  which ought t o  be  ga thered  p e r i o d i c a l l y  i n  a few test areas of 
Sudano-Sahelian Af r i ca .  However, a n  e v a l u a t i o n  of t r a d e  performance 
would r e q u i r e  a p r i c e  and margin a n a l y s i s ,  which ought t o  supplement 
geographica l  s t u d i e s .  It must be po in ted  ou t ,  moreover, t h a t  t h e  
importance of t h e s e  t r a d e  flows should no t  be  over-estimated. Hallaire 
(1972) l e g i t i m a t e l y  reminds us ,  i n  h e r  conclus ion ,  t h a t  "export  c rops ,  
as a r u l e ,  p rovide  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of farmers' income and he lp  t h e s e  
farmers j o i n  a money economy". Ac tua l ly ,  only a s m a l l  percentage  of 
m i l l e t  c rops  is brought t o  t h e  market, roughly 10% i n  Niger, accord ing  
t o  t h e  SEDES, and probably not  much more i n  Cameroon. Price 
i n s t a b i l i t y  t h e r e f o r e  is  l a r g e ,  "s ince  any s l i g h t  v a r i a t i o n  of auto- 
consumption and s t o r a g e  h a s  a widespread e f f e c t ,  i n  r e l a t i v e  va lue ,  on 
t h e  volume of g r a i n  brought t o  t h e  market" (Raynaut, 1975). 

Genera l ly  speaking, i n  Sudano-Sahelian A f r i c a ,  t r a d e  i s  s t imu la t ed  
by u rban iza t ion ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  popu la t ion  d e n s i t i e s ,  pr ice  l e v e l  d i f -  
f e r e n c e s  due t o  boundaries,  and expor t  c rops  development. 
a l lows  f o r  only a few remarks upon t h e s e  problems: 

Lack of space  

í 

c: 
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-- Progress  i n  g r a i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  and t r a d e  f i rs t  b e n e f i t e d  town 
dwel le rs .  Raynaut (1975) makes i t  clear i n  t h e  case of Niger:  "All 
g r a i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  cha ins  are now s e r v i n g  t h e  needs of c i t i es ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  Niamey." A c t u a l l y ,  some urban c e n t e r s ,  now most ly  s u p p l i e d  by 
imported food products ,  w i l l  have t o  be  conquered a g a i n  by S a h e l i a n  
producers  by means of adequate  p r i c e  p o l i c i e s  and commercial organiza-  
t i o n .  Moreover, as shown above, farmers  a l s o  may b e n e f i t  from g r a i n  
t r a d e .  

-- D i f f e r e n c e s  between a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion  systems depend upon 
d i f f e r e n t  popula t ion  d e n s i t i e s .  Therefore  d e n s i t y  d i f f e r e n c e s  c o n t r i -  
b u t e  t o  t h e  rise of t r a d e  f lows,  and t r a d e  f lows he lp  main ta in  t h e s e  
d i f f e r & n c e s .  However, t h e r e  i s  no s imple r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Hallaire (1972) 
p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i n  n o r t h e r n  Cameroon millet  f lows from Mora lowlands t o  
t h e  h ighlands ,  t h a t  is  towards high d e n s i t y  areas. Whereas, i f  one looks  
a t  t h e  p l a i n s  only,  high d e n s i t y  areas expor t  m i l l e t  towards lower d e n s i t y  
areas (Benoue, Chad) -- n o t  a s u r p r i s i n g  f a c t ,  s i n c e  popula t ion  concen- 
trates i n  f e r t i l e  areas (Couty, 1965). 

-- The e x i s t e n c e  of a boundary, i n  i t s e l f ,  may g i v e  rise t o  p r o f i t .  
Raynaut (1975) c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  proximity of t h e  Niger ian  boundary enhanced 
t h e  commercial p r o s p e c t s  of Maradi, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  ca t t l e  t r ade .  
of such i n s t a n c e s  might be  found i n  t h e  zone, e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  b o r d e r l i n e  s e p a r a t e s  two monetary zones. 

A number 

4 The las t  p o i n t  is  c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  According t o  Hallaire ( 1 9 7 2 1 ,  "the 
development of l o c a l  AErican t r a d e  i s  c l o s e l y  connected t o  t h e  develop- 
ment of f o r e i g n  t rade."  In  n o r t h e r n  Cameroon t h e r e  are many j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  t h i s  p o i n t  of view. A s  f a r  as product ion  is  concerned, t h e  devel-  
opment of c o t t o n  very  probably i n c r e a s e d  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of dry season  
sorghum (muskwari i n  F u l a n i )  i n  b lack  c l a y  depressed areas, and t h i s  
sorghum i s  s o l d  t o  a very g r e a t  e x t e n t .  As f a r  as monet iza t ion  i s  con- 
cerned,  i t  is  a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  c o t t o n  income helped f u r t h e r  t h e  c i r c u -  
l a t i o n  of dry f i s h ,  a product  one f i n d s  everywhere nowadays. However, i t  
i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  show t h a t  development of a s i n g l e  expor t  crop may 
have a n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  on l o c a l  food product ion  and marketing. 
seems t o  have been t h e  case i n  Senegal,  where income from groundnuts pays 
f o r  imports  of Thai land r ice (170,000 t i n  1972). I n  Senegal  aga in ,  i t  
may be  s a i d  (Delaunay, 1976) t h a t  i n s t e a d  of a l o c a l  €ood t r a d e ,  a p e c u l i a r  
t y p e  of expor t  g r a d u a l l y  developed: "In t h e  Dagana area, a g r i c u l t u r a l  
marketing is  e f f e c t i v e ,  b u t  mediated by migra t ion ;  food product ion  main- 
t a i n s  and . reproduces  a l a b o u r  f o r c e  t h a t  i s  s o l d  on t h e  market, thereby 
t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  c i r c u l a t i o n  of commodities. . . ' l .  In o t h e r  
words, t o  understand how exchange begins  and works, i t  would be  necessary 
t o  ana lyze  no t  only creative complementar i t ies  but  a l s o  n e g a t i v e  t e n s i o n s  
which may d r i v e  a whole group i n t o  t h e  road of e x t r a v e r s i o n  and dependence. 

Such 
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Complementarities between Sudano-Sahelian Af r i ca  and c o a s t a l  areas 

These complementarit ies b r i n g  about many t r a d e  phenomena. I n  t h i s  
paper ,  w e  s h a l l  d i s r e g a r d  cases which are inadequate ly  documented ( g r a i n ,  
p u l s e s )  and d e a l  only wi th  c a t t l e ,  f i s h  and co la .  

1. . C a t t l e  

Together w i t h  t h e  Sudanian savannas l y i n g  on i t s  sou the rn  border ,  
t h e  Sahel  zone is  f i r s t  of a l l  a c a t t l e  producing country.  
reg ions ,  on t h e  con t r a ry ,  are i n  need of meat because t h e  c l i m a t e  and 
parasites p reven t  cat t le  r a i s i n g ,  whereas popu la t ion  and income growth 
g i v e  rise t o  a s t r o n g  demand. Before t h e  d rough t ,ne t  expor t s  from t h e  
Sahe l i an  c o u n t r i e s  (no r the rn  Cameroon no t  inclu’ded) amounted t o  150,000 t 
p e r  y e a r ,  mostly i n  l i v e  ca t t l e  (approximately 600,000 head).  6 

Rain f o r e s t  

I n s t e a d  of a d i s t r i b u t i o n  cha in  proper ,  one may want t o  cons ide r  
composite channels ( f i l i è r e s )  combining modern and t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a d e ,  
and inc lud ing  a r e g u l a t i o n  system. A good i n s t a n c e  of such a “fíl i’ère’’  
would be  t h e  c a t t l e  and beef channel supply ing .Abid jan  (Se r re ,  1 9 7 3 ) .  
The d e p a r t u r e  p o i n t  (F igu re  3)  c o n s i s t s  of F u l a n i  o r  Tuareg herdsmen 
s e l l i n g  ca t t l e  i n  market places i n  sou the rn  Sahel ,  Abala, Ayorou, 
Markoye, Dor i ,  and Ouahigouya. S l augh te r ing  may occur a t  t h i s  s t a g e  
but  f o r  o l d  cat t le  only.  Cattle are then  l e d  t o  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i n g  
markets such as Niamey, Ouagadougou, and Bobo-Dioulasso. I n  t h e s e  
c i t i e s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  s laughterhouses  provide  l o c a l  people w i t h  meat. 
Also, c o l d  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  (Niamey, Ouagadougou) make i t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  forward f r o z e n  meat. 

From t h e s e  c o l l e c t i n g  places, t h e  t r a d e  follows s e v e r a l  rou te s :  

-- Live ca t t l e  may walk a l l  t h e  way t o  Abidjan, bu t  a r r i v e  t h e r e  
i n  very bad c o n d i t i o n ;  

-- Railway sh ipp ing  (Regie Abidjan-Niger, RAN) however, l a c k  of 
f r e i g h t  c a r s  curbs  t h e  growth of t h i s  k ind  of t r a n s p o r t ;  

-- Dispatch ing  of f r o z e n  meat by r e f r i g e r a t e d  railway c a r s  from 
Ouagadougou o r  by p l ane  from Niamey t o  Abidjan. 

A d i s t r i b u t i o n  channel has  t o  be r egu la t ed .  Profus ion  of c a t t l e  
a f t e r  t h e  r a i n s  and t h e  relative s c a r c i t y  a t  t h e  end of t h e  dry  season  
cause p r i c e  s h i f t s  which become l a r g e r  and l a r g e r  as one moves a long  
t h e  channel. Specu la t ive  ope ra t ions  of t h e  d i o u l a s  ,’ however, p rovide  
a f i r s t  r e g u l a t i n g  element. Bes ides ,  Sahe l i an  ranches,  i f  they  manage 
t h e i r  p a s t u r e  grounds r a t i o n a l l y ,  may b r i n g  t o  t h e  market a t  any t i m e  
c a t t l e  i n  good condi t ion .  Such is  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  Ekrafane ranch, 
Niger. 
season. T h i r d l y ,  f a t t e n i n g  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  Sudan zone might f a t t e n  

It s u p p l i e s  Niamey s l a u g h t e r  houses wi th  c a t t l e  du r ing  t h e  o f f -  
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l e a n  ca t t l e  dur ing  a l l  seasons  and d e l i v e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  Ouagadougou and 
Bobo-Dioulasso s laughterhouses  o r  t o  Abidjan via  t h e  RAN. A t  t h e  t i m e  
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  however, t h e s e  c e n t e r s  were only a p r o j e c t .  
Exports might provide  a n  o u t l e t  f o r  t h e  channel i f  they were not  checked 
by t h e  pathology of A f r i c a n  cattle. 

A s  a conclus ion ,  S e r r e  (1973) mentions t h a t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  c o s t s  
cannot be reduced. To raise payments t o  t h e  producers (which is  t h e  only 
way t o  b r i n g  about modern iza t ion) ,  p r i c e s  ought t o  i n c r e a s e  a t  t h e  end 
of t h e  channel,  b u t  such an  i n c r e a s e  i s  un l ike ly  s i n c e  prices are con- 
t r o l l e d  by t h e  government i n  Abidjan. 

2. F i sh  , 

Again i n  t h e  north-south d i r e c  ion ,  a c t i v e  and age-old d i s t r i b u t i o n  
channels move d r i e d  and smoked f i s h  b e i t h e r  from t h e  Chad b a s i n  o r  from 
t h e  C e n t r a l  Delta o r  Niger (Gouty, 1964; Gouty and Duran, 1968; Lagoin 
and Salmon, 1967). The p r o s p e r i t y  of t h i s  t r a d e  seems t o  have decreased  
f o r  some years. Ac tua l ly ,  success  w a s  something of a paradox, s i n c e  f i s h  
came as f a r  sou th  as t h e  A t l a n t i c  c o a s t  although t h e s e  reg ions  are 
s u p p l i e d  w i t h  imported s t o c k f i s h  o r  sea f i s h e r i e s  products.  

Linkages between t h e  Chad b a s i n  and sou the rn  Nige r i a  were u p s e t  
du r ing  t h e  B i a f r a  war.’ 
f r o z e n  f i s h  marketing (Krone, 1970; Couty, 1974) s t a r t e d  t o  s a t u r a t e  
c o a s t a l  markets as f a r  no r th  as I l o r i n  appa ren t ly .  
c r eased  i n  t h e  Inne r  Delta of Niger. 
towards c o a s t a l  c o u n t r i e s  f e l l  from 6354 t i n  1968 t o  2860 t i n  1972 and 
u n r e g i s t e r e d  expor t s  a l s o  seem t o  have decreased (from 10,000 t p e r  y e a r  
b e f o r e  1970 t o  5000 o r  6000 t p e r  y e a r  around 1974). 
causes  f o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  import r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Ivory Coast and 
i n  Ghana ( h e a l t h  c o n t r o l s ) ,  p o s s i b l e  over - f i sh ing  i n  Mali due t o  t o o  
smal l - s ized  n e t  meshing. 

Again, a sha rp  i n c r e a s e  of sea f i s h i n g  and 

L a s t ,  f i s h i n g  de- 
Reg i s t e red  e x p o r t s  from Hali 

There are s e v e r a l  

3. Cola 

Cattle and f i s h  movements are balanced by movements of manufactured 
goods o r  co la  towards t h e  north.  
f o r e s t  areas, c o l a  n u t s  are very  much i n  demand i n  Sudano-Sahelian Af r i ca .  
Vern iere  (1969) remarks t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  t r a d e  may be  one of t h e  o l d e s t  
i n  Black Afr ica .  His s tudy  d e a l s  w i th  Anyama, a town i n  t h e  Ivory Coast 
from which, on t h e  average, 8000 t of c o l a  p e r  y e a r  were s e n t  by s h i p  t o  
Dakar around 1969, and 800 t by r a i l  t o  Bouaké‘ and Mali. 

C u l t i v a t e d  o r  f r e s h  picked i n  r a i n  

The main f e a t u r e s  of c o l a  t r a d e  changed no t i ceab ly  i n  t h e  course  of 
t i m e .  Whereas, c o l a  had t r a v e l e d  towards t h e  no r th  mostly by r a i l  o r  road, 



t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  Ivory Coast r a i n  f o r e s t  a r e a  now sends i t s  pro- 
duce t o  Dakar by s h i p .  
because of custom d u t i e s .  Only Mali i s  s t i l l  s u p p l i e d  by road, Bouaké 
being used as a r e l a y .  This  c a p a c i t y  f o r  change, t h i s  dynamism, is  
remarkable i n  a t r a d e  which is s t i l l  c a l l e d  " t r a d i t i o n a l " .  O f  course,  
t r a d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t i l l  relies on k i n s h i p  ties,1° b u t  t r a d e r s  un- 
h e s i t a t i n g l y  make u s e  of t h e  m f f t  modern communication systems t o  t a k e  
advantage of p r i c e  v a r i a t i o n s .  

Upper Volta markets were abandoned apparent ly  

From t h e  foregoing  examples, p r o v i s i o n a l  conclusions may be  drawn 
i n  t h e  f i e l d  of research ,  a n a l y s i s  and management. F i r s t ,  t h e  concepts  
of a homogenous r e g i o n  and t r a d i t i o n a l  economic s e c t o r ,  - f a r  from be ing  
u s e f u l ,  badly d i s t o r t  r e a l i t y .  Second, i n  view of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  and 
r e s i l i e n c e  of p r i v a t e  t r a d e ,  observa t ion  and management ought t o  t a k e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  forms. 

a )  Is it  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  t o  talk about homogeneous reg ions  i n  Sudano- 
S a h e l i a n  Africa? 

Concerning a r e g i o n a l  development experience i n  t h e  Tahoua area 
(Niger) ,  Funel  (1976) writes: "Only very  seldom a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
reg ion  chosen f o r  r e g i o n a l  development programs may r e a l l y  be homo- 
geneous, e t h n i c a l l y ,  demographically,  e c o l o g i c a l l y  and economically. 
Apparent homogeneity may b e  surmised from a few cr i ter ia  which vary 
l i t t l e  i n  a given space,  b u t  t h i s  g i v e s  no ground t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  
socio-economic system i s  t h e  same everywhere." 

Accordingly,  t h i s  w r i t e r  recommends l o c a t i n g  and ana lyz ing  "hetero- 
geneous o r  nodal  ( p o l a r i z e d )  r e g i o n s ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  account product ion  and 
consumption d i s e q u i l i b r i a ,  exchange and flows. . . I 1  (Funel., 1976). 

A r e  t h e s e  m e r e  academic t r i f l e s ?  By no means. Such a s ta tement  
runs  a g a i n s t  t h e  i d e a s  which, e x p l i c i t l y  o r  no t ,  i n s p i r e d  r u r a l  manage- 
ment i n  t h e  Sahel  and elsewhere s i n c e  Independence. It w a s  t aken  f o r  
gran ted  t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  areas socio-economic systems were b a s i c a l l y  
r u r a l ,  t h a t  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  w a s  t h e  r u l e ,  and t h a t  innovat ion  w a s  un- 
l i k e l y .  S t a r t i n g  from t h a t ,  i t  w a s  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  r a p i d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
development ought t o  receive a b s o l u t e  p r i o r i t y .  
imagined i n  terms of "operat ions"  (groundnuts,  c o t t o n ) .  Technical  
progress ,  personnel ,  l o g i s t i c s ,  f inance ,  e v e r y t h i n g  was designed t o  
suppor t  only t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  (Labonne, 1976).  I n  t h e  same l i n e  of 
thought,  p u b l i c  and semi-public a g r i c u l t u r a l  marketing o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
were c r e a t e d  b u t  only f o r  cash crops.  

Such development was 

I n  a r e p o r t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  groundnut b a s i n  of Senegal,  P e l i s s i e r  
(1970) shows t h a t  such s i m p l i f i c a t i o n s  d i s t o r t  r e a l i t y .  However, s i x  
y e a r  la ter  Funel  (1976) s t i l l  poin ted  o u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  Tahoua area (Nige r ) ,  
a g r i c u l t u r e  is n o t  t h e  only a c t i v i t y  of r u r a l  popula t ions  and does n o t  
provide  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of money incomes.'* He remarks t h a t  t h e s e  people  



11 do no t  t r y  t o  maximize a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion ,  b u t  endeavour t o  op t i -  
mize i t  w i t h i n  a g e n e r a l  scheme of a c t i v i t i e s .  . .because i t  is necessary  
t o  d i v e r s i f y  t h e s e  ac t iv i t ies  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  a g a i n s t  unce r t a in ty . "  
Funel a l s o  shows t h a t ,  a t  least  u n t i l  1972 and i n  s p i t e  of a dec rease  i n  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t ion  (due t o  r a i n  d e f i c i t s ) ,  consumption l e v e l s  i n  
t h e  Tahoua r e g i o n  d i d  n o t  d e t e r i o r a t e .  On t h e  con t r a ry ,  accord ing  t o  
Funel (1976) t h i s  unexpected p r o s p e r i t y  is due t o  t r a d e ,  which w a s  it- 
s e l f  made easier by t h e  proximity of N ige r i a ,  and t h e  b u i l d i n g  of a road 
network, "Contrary t o  p lanners '  f o r e c a s t ,  t h e  economic s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  
Ader could improve owing t o  a n  opening on t h e  o u t s i d e  world and wide- 
ranging practice of t r a d i t i o n a l  trade". 

A comparison i s  made by Funel (1976) wi th  what happened i n  Chad a t  
t h e  end of t h e  1966-1970 plan:  
o b j e c t i v e s ,  State  p l anne r s  r e l i e d  upon t h e  primary s e c t o r ,  because they 
thought of a l l  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  s t and ing  i n  t h e  way of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  
What a c t u a l l y  happened w a s  d i f f e r e n t .  Growth o b j e c t i v e s  were overtaken 
owing t o  t h e  p a r t  played by t h e  secondary and t e r t i a r y  s e c t o r s .  
average  growth r a t e  p e r  annum w a s  10% i n  i n d u s t r y ,  6% i n  t r a n s p o r t  and 
communi a t i o n s ,  9% i n  t r a d e  and s e r v i c e s ,  and only 2% i n  primary produc- 
t ions".  
statements, a t  t h e  same t i m e  g iv ing  f u r t h e r  reasons  t o  d i s c a r d  t h e  con- 
c e p t  of homogeneous reg ion .  
of t r a d e  flows i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  n o t i o n  of u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  space.  

"To reach  t h e i r  predetermined growth 

The 

E 3  Bouquet's (1973) s tudy  on Southern Kanem s u b s t a n t i a t e s  planners '  

Again, t h e s e  reasons  are mainly t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

b)  Nat iona l  accounts and t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a d e  i n  Sudano-Sahelian A f r i c a  

During t h e  s i x t i e s ,  ORSTOM conducted a series of i n q u i r i e s  on f i s h ,  
c a t t l e ,  meat, sorghum and n a t r o n  t r a d e  i n  t h e  Chad b a s i n  (Chad) and i n  
no r the rn  Cameroon and no r the rn  Niger ia .  Most of t h e s e  s t u d i e s  were 
designed t o  s o l v e  p r a c t i c a l  problems, coope ra t ive  schemes, road  lay-out, 
market assessment,  e t c .  However, t ak ing  t h e  r e s u l t s  as a whole i t  w a s  
deemed p o s s i b l e  t o  make g e n e r a l  remarks about t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of Sudano- 
Sahe l i an  economies (Couty, 1968a). I n f e r r i n g  from f lows  towards systems, 
i t  w a s  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  d u a l i s t i c  model (modern / t r ad i t i ona l  
s e c t o r s )  be  rep laced  w i t h  a more realist ic one, i n c l u d i n g  a so-ca l led  
i n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t o r .  This  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t o r  was s e e n  as a p e c u l i a r  
f e a t u r e  of Sudano-Sahelian economies. 

Ac tua l ly ,  t h i s  view w a s  i n  accordance wi th  Bohannan and Dalton's 
t h e s i s  (Bohannan & Dalton, 1962). T r a d i t i o n a l  economy is  n o t  homo- 
geneous; i t  combines s e v e r a l  sphe res  olf t r a n s a c t i o n .  "Even i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  economy, some i t e m s  may be  t r a n s a c t e d  by t h e  market p r i n c i -  
p le" .  The Chad b a s i n  i n q u i r i e s  made i t  p o s s i b l e :  

! 

-- t o  emphasize t h e  ' ex i s t ence ,  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e c t o r ,  of 
autonomous, monetized s e c t o r ,  producing f o r  t h e  market, l i n k e d  
t o  i t s  customers by extended t r a d e  channels ;  

! 
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Subsistence Sector Intermediate Sector Modern Sector 

Contents 
_(examples) 

Monetization 

Aut onomy 

- Food crops 
- Cat t le-rais ing 
- Fishing, hunting 
- Hut building and repair 

- No use of money 
- No money prices 
- No market transactions 

- Complete 
- Traditional institutional 
environment - Infrequent innovations 

- Low investment 

- Grain production ¿i trade - Industrial crops and 
- Cattle raising and marketing export trade 
- Fish, fish preservation and trade - Import trade 
- Natron production and trade - Industries and services 
- Hides, firewoöd, etc. production managed by expatriates 
and trade and/or under foreign 

- Cola trade contro 1. - Handicrafts, services 

- Money used, at least in the - Extensive use of money 
- Price sometimes difficult to - Extended trade channels 
- Well developed trade channels 

later part of distribution chains - Fixed prices 
ascertain (haggling) 

inside Africa. 

- Significant - Nil 
- Traditional institutional - Modern institutions 
environment - Innovations imported or 

- Frequent innovations forced from the outside 
- Possibly high investment in world 
some branches (fishing ... ) - High inves tment in a fe 

7 selected projects 

Table 1. 

and modern sectors: 

Summarizes the features and contents of the intermediate sector, together with those of the subsistence 



-- t o  show t h a t  t h i s  " in te rmedia te  s e c t o r , "  wholly c o n t r o l l e d  by 
Afr icans  ( u n l i k e  export  t r a d e ) ,  apparent ly  w a s  very  act ive i n  
t h e  Sudan and Sahel  zones,  where f i e l d  work liad shown, f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  Islam, g r a i n  s u r p l u s e s ,  and i n t e r m e d i a t e  
s e c t o r  were o f t e n  coextens ive  (Couty 1968 a ) .  

This  p r e s e n t a t i o n  emphasizes a n  important  p o i n t  as f a r  as expor t  

l e g a l  monopoly. However, such w a s  no t  t h e  case f o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  sect r 

c o n t r a r y ,  t h e r e  i s  a r i s k  of c o n f l i c t i n g  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  powerful t r  1 de 

crops  are concerned. It may have seemed s u i t a b l e  t o  se t  up a p u b l i c  
o r  semi-public market ing o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  is u s u a l l y  endowed w i t h  a 

product ions .  I n  t h i s  case, one does n o t  f a c e  a n  empty ground. On t h  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o p e r a t i n g  t o  t h e  advantage of groups bent  on safeguard ing  
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  Of course,  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n s  had t o  be  d e a l t  wi th  
when former expor t  channels  came under p u b l i c  c o n t r o l  as i n  Senegal,  b u t  
s i n c e  f o r e i g n e r s  w e r e  t h e  ones commercially i n j u r e d  o r  e l imina ted  
(Syr ians  o r  Lebanese) t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  p o l i t i c a l l y  acceptab le .  
when a u t h o r i t i e s  a t tempt  meddling w i t h  ca t t le ,  f i s h  o r  g r a i n  t r a d e ,  they 
cha l lenge  n a t i v e  o p e r a t o r s ,  which is much more d i f f i c u l t .  
doubt,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  some Mali t r a d e r s  s t r o v e  w i t h  some success  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Mali s o c i a l i s t  experiment which took p l a c e  a f t e r  t h e  1960 
Congress of Union Soudanaise-RDA 14. 

But, 

One can hard ly  

Flore r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  confirmed t h e  importance of t r a n s a c t i o n s  which 

t 
d e l i n e a t e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  so-cal led t r a d i t i o n a l  s e c t o r ,  a sphere  d i r e c t l y  
i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  consumption l e v e l  of town-dwellers and fa rmers ,  p a r t i c  
u l a r l y  i n  s o  f a r  as food i s  concerned. I n  Chad, Bouquet (1973) s u b s t a  - 
I n  t h e  paper  quoted above concerning n o r t h e r n  Cameroon, Hallaire 
(1972) e x p l i c i t l y  uses  t h e  concept of i n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t o r .  Even more 
r e c e n t l y ,  A r d i t i ' s  (1975) b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  survey i n t e n d s  t o  show t h a t  
" t h e r e  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  Sahel  a well-developed i n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t o r .  
s e c t o r  is  r e l a t i v e l y  independent i n  s o  f a r  as i t  could a d j u s t ,  and 
even grow, i n  s p i t e  of t h e  adverse  e f f e c t s  of c o l o n i a l  penetrat ion. ' '  
The s e l e c t i o n  of papers  made by A r d i t i  a l lows  him t o  emphasize t h e  e a r l y  
e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  k i n d  of t r a d e  he examines. 

t i a t e s  Couty's views w i t h  h i s  s t u d i e s  'of na t ron ,  f i s h  and corn 'product  P on. 

f 
Such a 

I n  M a l i ,  accord ing  t o  Danie l  (1973) r e c e n t  n a t i o n a l  account ing 
p r a c t i c e  seems t o  endorse t h e  3-sector d i s t i n c t i o n  suggested i n  1968. 
I n  t h e s e  n a t i o n a l  accounts  from 1968 t o  1972, Danie l  (1973) f i n d s  a 
d i v i s i o n  in m o d e r n l i n t e r m e d i a t e l t r a d i t i o n a l  s e c t o r s ,  which " takes  i n t o  
account t h e  s t a g e  of economic growth, t h e  l e n g t h  of t r a d e  channels  and 
t h e  s o c i a l  groups concerned.'' 

1 I I n  t h e  modern s e c t o r  are found a l l  n a t i o n a l  and f o r e i g n  f i r m s  w i t  
a turnover  g r e a t e r  t h a n  10 m i l l i o n  FCFA, keeping r e g u l a r  accounts ,  and 
market ing both  imported goods and a few much demanded l o c a l  products  
( c o n t r o l l e d  g r a i n ,  c l o t h ,  expor t  c rops) .  

c 
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The i n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t o r  d i s t r i b u t e s ,  a t  small town and v i l l a g e  
level ,  t h e  same products  as t h e  modern s e c t o r ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  markets 
l o c a l  p roduc t s  such as s p i c e s ,  expor t  ca t t le ,  p a r a f f i n ,  c o t t o n  c l o t h ,  
wholesa le  c o l a  n u t s ,  etc. This  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t o r  keeps no accounts ;  
each f i r m  h a s  a low tu rnove r  although t h e  aggrega te  tu rnove r  of t h e  
s e c t o r  may b e  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  modern s e c t o r .  
t r a d e  i s  c o n t r o l l e d  by c e r t a i n  e t h n i c  groups. 

This  k ind  of 

The " t r a d i t i o n a l "  s e c t o r  proper  i s  almost completely indigenous and 
o p e r a t e s  s h o r t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  cha ins  and markets, a l i m i t e d  range of l o c a l  
products .  Danie l  (1973) remarks t h a t  t h i s  " t r a d i t i o n a l  t r ade"  i s  t h e  
only one t o  have success  i n  some markets. 
producers may hamper modernization a t t e m p t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  i n  t h e  meat 
and g r a i n  t r a d e .  So f a r ,  i t  has  been d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e s e  spon- 
taneous a c t i v i t i e s  by means. of coope ra t ive  schemes. 

I ts  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  p e a s a n t  

To conclude: 
s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  s tudy ing  o t h e r  p a r t s  of Af r i ca ,  who were n o t  s a t i s f i e d  
wi th  d u a l i s t i c  models. Steele (1975) f o r  example, b r i n g s  ou t  a 3-sec tor  
d i v i s i o n  of t h e  Kenyan economy where t h e  growth of an  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t o r  
"means t h e  growth of r e l a t i v e l y  high-income a g r i c u l t u r e :  of key c e n t r a l -  
p l a c e s  (not  j u s t  towns because t h i s  imp l i e s  only popula t ions  w i t h i n  town 
boundar i e s ) ;  of f o c a l  p o i n t s  f o r  high-density (peri-urban) r u r a l  areas; 
and of unplanned urban  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  me t ropo l i t an  c i t i es  which 
house, s e r v i c e  and produce goods f o r  t h e  lower middle range of modern 
s e c t o r  workers o r  f o r  themselves." 

t h e  t e r m  " in t e rmed ia t e  s e c t o r "  w a s  picked up by 

This  view of t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t o r  co inc ides  wi th  t h e  concept of 
a n  informal  o r  unorganized s e c t o r ,  which seems more r e l e v a n t  i n  urban  
s t u d i e s .  

c )  Observing t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a d e  i n  Sudano-Sahelian A f r i c a  

Awareness of t h e  importance of t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a d e  is  a f i r s t  s t e p  
towards real knowledge about t h e  s u b j e c t .  Data, however, are i n s u f f i c i e n t .  
There are good monographs, o f t e n  w r i t t e n  by geographers o r  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  
bu t  p r i c e  and margin a n a l y s e s  sometimes are absent .  A r d i t i  (1975) w r i t e s ,  

Actua l ly  i t  does no t  seem reasonable  t o  go on ignor ing  t h e  b a s i c  f o r c e s  
of food t r a d e .  I n  every count ry ,  i n q u i r i e s  seem now necessa ry ,  t o  p rov ide  
a b a s i s , f o r  g r a i n  p o l i c i e s  f avor ing  peasan t s .  Experiments made wi th  so- 
c a l l e d  
unsuccess fu l  a t t empt s  based upon a very imperfec t  knowledge of e s s e n t i a l  
t r a d e  mechanisms. S u r p r i s i n g  as i t  may seem, some c o u n t r i e s  (Chad, f o r  
i n s t a n c e )  have no s tudy  of t h e  g r a i n  t r a d e ,  however t h r i v i n g  i t  may seem. 
It looks  r a t h e r  i n c o n s i d e r a t e ,  as a consequence of t h e  drought,  t o  
recommend food s t o r a g e  i n  c o u n t r i e s  where p r i v a t e  g r a i n  t r a d e  completely 
c o n t r o l s  t h e  market, a t  a g r e a t  d i sadvantage  f o r  producers.  Now i s  t h e  
t i m e  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  upon p a s t  experiments i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  as i n  t h e  
f i e l d  of r u r a l  development gene ra l ly .  I t  

I I  

O f f i c e s '  and aiming a t  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o€ food t r a d e ,  were a l l  

' 
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Although I do no t  accept  a l l  t h e  opin ions  of A r d i t i l 5 ,  I do a g r e e  
w i t h  h i s  p roposa l  of s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  surveying  and ana lyz ing  so-ca l led  
" t r a d i t i o n a l "  d i s t r i b u t i o n  cha ins  i n  Sudano-Sahelian c o u n t r i e s , .  p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  as f a r  as g r a i n  is  concerned. 

Is it p o s s i b l e  t o  sugges t  a n  agenda f o r  r e sea rch?  The f i r s t  
recommendation would be  t o  avoid  any r e s t r i c t e d  economic approach. 
Ava i l ab le  monographs make i t  clear t h a t  t h e  ope ra t ion  of t r a d e  channels 
is  "a t o t a l  s o c i a l  phenomenon" (Amselle, 1971). An o u t l i n e  of i nqu i ry  
w a s  brought forward by Couty (19731, combining t h r e e  a s p e c t s  (phys i ca l ,  
s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  economic) and t h r e e  o b j e c t i v e s  ( d e s c r i p t i o n ,  e v a l u a t i o n ,  
improvement). I n  t h i s  way a broad f i e l d  of study is  d e l i n e a t e d ,  and i t  
seems necessary  n o t  t o  restrict it. Of course ,  i n q u i r i e s  ca l l  f o r  t h e  
coopera t ion  of several s c i e n c e s  and/or techniques :  
graphy, technology, soc io logy ,  economics and accountancy. 

geography and ca r to -  

To keep w i t h i n  t h e  economic a spec t  of t h e  problem, Raymond (1973) 
showed on t h e  b a s i s  of Vo l t a i c  examples t h a t  t h e  no t ion  of p r i c e  has  
d i f f e r e n t  meanings accord ing  t o  t h e  type  of t r a d e  channel.  
(1973) f i n d s  f i v e  such types  i n  so  far as c i r c u l a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p roducts  is performed by: 

Raymond 

-- l i c e n s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

-- t r a d e r s  
-- money & market 

-- re-sellers (mostly women) 

-- producers i n  neighboring 
-- money , b u t  non-market 

v i l l a g e s  

-- v i l l a g e r s  ( i n  a g iven  
v i l l a g e )  -- non-monetary, non-market 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  t ype  of c i r c u i t s ,  fa rmers  d e a l  w i th  buyers belonging 
Trade i s  a p a r t  of a money t o  o f f i c i a l  o r  l i c e n s e d  o rgan iza t ions .  

economy, t r a n s a c t i o n s  may be aggregated ( q u a n t i t i e s  m u l t i p l i e d  by p r i c e ) .  
P r i c e  i s  a market price,  r e f l e c t i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  prices. 

I n  t h e  second . type ,  t r a d e r s  move t h e  products  from p roduc t ion  areas 
( v i l l a g e s  o r  bush markets) t o  s o l v e n t  consumers dwel l ing  i n  towns o r  
v i l l a g e s .  Export ,  a t  least towards o t h e r  Af r i can  c o u n t r i e s ,  is no t  
unusual. Global  t u rnove r  may be  cons ide rab le .  Trade channels are oper- 
a t e d  by a buyers' network, wi th  whom t r a d e r s  e n t e r t a i n  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  
based upon fami ly  and pe r sona l  t ies  (Raymond, 1973). P r e s s u r e  may be 
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Aspects /  
Economic Ob jec t ives  P h y s i c a l  S o c i o l o g i c a l / I n s  t i t u t i o n a l  

- amounts produced and marketed 
c o n t r o l l e d  and u n c o n t r o l l e d  
s e a s o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  
l o c a l i z a t i o n  of  p roduc t ion  

zones 
D e s c r i p t i o n  - c a t e g o r i e s  and q u a l i t i e s ,  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  procedures ,  
' p rocess ing ,  s t o r a g e ,  etc. 

i n f i a s  t r u c t u r e  
- marke t ing  and t r a n s p o r t  

- weights  and measures 
-map  of  flows: d i s t a n c e s  

t r a v e l l e d ,  network o r g a n i z a t i o n  
( c o l l e c t i n g ,  r eg roup ing ,  
s t o r a g e ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p o i n t s ,  

- c o l l e c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  
agen t s  ( e t h n i c  groups,  
s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  etc. - c r e d i t  - s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  and h i e r a r c h y  - r e s t r i c t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  
(monopolies,  etc.) - state  c o n t r o l  - market ing boards,  
c o o p e r a t i v e s ,  etc. 

- p r i c e  formation a t  
p roduc t ion  l e v e l  

- g r o s s  margins and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c o s t s  a t  
d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  

- c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and 
compe t i t i on  - o r i g i n  and c o s t  o f  
commercial c a p i t a l  

- p r o f i t  a l l o c a t i o n  - market  i n fo rma t ion  and 

- government deduc t ions  ( the 
r i s k  coverage 

f i s c a l  system) 

- a s c e r t a i n i n g  non-communication 
between p roduc t ion  zones and 
zones o €  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  
consump t i o n  

E v a l u a t i o n  - inadequacy o f  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  
' (volume, s a n i t a r y  a s p e c t )  
- Inadequacy o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

equipment,  packing materials, 
etc. 

- t e c h n i c a l  d e f e c t s  i n  t r a n s f o r -  
mat ion,  packing and s t o r a g e  
(losses due t o  insects,  
humidi ty ,  e t c . )  

- a d a p t a t i o n  o r  i n a d a p t a t i o n  - ' short  t e r m :  w i l l  t h e  market 
of  modern and t r a d i t i o n a l  
i n s  t i  t u  t i o n s  p roduc t ion  f a c t o r s  and 
- t o  evo lv ing  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  marketed p roduc t s  i n  time 

reali t ies and space  (domest ic  and - t o  p r e s e n t  economic f o r e i g n )  i n  terms o f  
i n t e r e s t s  a v a i l a b l e  in fo rma t ion?  What 

succeed i n  d i s t r i b u t i n g  

i s  t h e  c o s t  of  t h i s  Eunctioq? 
TEST: do t h e  p r i c e s  r e a c t  
r a p i d l y  and p r o p e r l y  t o  
v a r i a t i o n s  i n  supply and 
demand i n  time and i n  space?  

- long term: are commercial 
p r o f i t s  i n v e s t e d  i n  product ion? 

- C r e a t i o n  of new i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  - c r e a t i o n ,  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  - i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  market 
( roads ,  e t c . )  c o o p e r a t i v e s ,  groups wi th  p r i c e  of  t h e  p roduc t s  ( s t o r a g e  

c o n t r o l ,  p l a s t i c  packaging, - i n t e r v e n t i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  - i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  compe t i t i on  
improved t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  ( a t  t h e  t o  c r e d i t  o r  monopoly p r a c t i c e s  
l e v e l  of l o c a l i z e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n '  - changes i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  - s e l e c t i v e  l o a n s ,  A f r i c a n i z a t i o n  
or comprehensive p l ann ing)  o r d e r  - v a r i o u s  f i s c a l  measures 

c o l l e c t i o n  (s ta t is t ics)  

Improvement - t e c h n i c a l  measures:  i n s e c t  monopolies ti r e g u l a t i o n ,  p r i c e  c o n t r o l )  

- a c t i o n  i n  the area of d a t a  

Tab le .2 .  Chart  of T r a d i t i o n a l  C o m e r c i a l  Networks 
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brought upon both  consumers and producers.  
h a r v e s t  t i m e  and s o l d  aga in ,  sometimes t o  t h e  same farmers ,  a t  sowing 
t i m e  o r  dur ing  t h e  r a i n y  season. 
Price is agreed  upon by t r a d e r s  and fa rmers ,  t h e  former endeavoring t o  
t a k e  advantage of t h e  l a t t e r .  
weight. 
t i m e  and space  v a r i a t i o n s  of a c t u a l  p r i c e s ;  margins are a l s o  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  estímate. 

Produce may be bought a t  

This  g e n e r a t e s  heavy indebtedness .  

Purchasing i s  made by volume, no t  by 
Average market p r i c e  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c a l c u l a t e ,  i n  view of 

According t o  Raymond (1973) only t h e  two f i r s t  k inds  of t r a d e  
channels belong t o  a money and market system. R e s e l l e r s '  channels  are 
women's a c t i v i t i e s ,  each agent  be ing  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a small volume of 
t r a n s a c t i o n s .  However, resellers' t r a d e  provide  a v i t a l  connec t ion  
between market and non-market c i r c u l a t i o n  of products.  P r i c e  becomes 
b l u r r e d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  because women resellers inco rpora t e  i n t o  t h e i r  
purchases e i t h e r  t h e  product of t h e i r  own farming a c t i v i t y ,  o r  l a b o r  
i n p u t s ,  such as t u r n i n g  millet i n t o  bee r  o r  p repa r ing  f r i t t e r s .  

C i r c u l a t i o n  between producers i n  neighboring v i l l a g e s  t a k e s  p l a c e  
on l o c a l  markets,  where exchange answers both  a s o c i a l  need and economic 
n e c e s s i t y .  Prices r e s u l t  from t h e  encounter of a small volume of 
products  and a small ,  r a p i d l y  c i r c u l a t i n g  q u a n t i t y  of money. There is  
no commercial p r o f i t .  
of a predetermined o b j e c t i v e  (purchase of a n  animal f o r  a c e l e b r a t i o n )  
accord ingly  q u a n t i t i e s  supp l i ed  vary s o  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  may be reached 
anyway (Couty, 1965). 

The "price" asked by sellers i s  o f t e n  t h e  r e s u l t  

The l a s t  t y p e  of C i r c u l a t i o n  is non-monetary and non-market. It 
b r i n g s  i n t o  con tac t  members of family groups (food apportionment f o r  each 
i n d i v i d u a l ) ,  family groups themselves ( g i f t s ,  b a r t e r ,  dowries ) ,  fami ly  
groups and work a s s o c i a t i o n s  (Couty, 1972; Kohler, 1971). 

"Prices" recorded upon t h e  f o u r  f i r s t  t ypes  of channels do not  have 
It is not  p o s s i b l e  t o  use  them a l l  t o g e t h e r  t o  calcu- t h e  same meaning. 

l a t e  a n  average  p r i c e  and estimate t h e  v a l u e  of t o t a l  production. 
(1973) emphasizes t h a t  t h e  nomenclature of exchange ope ra t ions  must b e  
reshaped on t h e  b a s i s  of a d i s t i n c t i o n  between: 

Raymond 

-- exchange performed i n  a non-market, non-monetary system (5 th  
type)  ; 

-- exchange performed wi th  money, b u t  i n  a non-market environment 
(3rd and 4 th  t y p e s ) ;  

-- exchange performed i n  a monetary, ma'rket s y s t e m  ( 1 s t  and 2nd types ) .  

This  typology may b e  d iscussed .  Resellers' channels ,  and even 
channels l i n k i n g  producers  i n  neighboring v i l l a g e s ,  probably g i v e  rise t o  
real market t r a n s a c t i o n s  very  o f t en .  I n  t h a t  case t h e s e  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  no t  
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i n f r e q u e n t l y ,  q u a l i f y  f o r  economic a n a l y s i s .  I should  t h e r e f o r e  p r e f e r  t o  
i n c l u d e  them i n  t h e  " in t e rmed ia t e  s e c t o r "  def ined  above. However, Raymond 
(1973) i s  r i g h t  when h e  no te s  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  account ing  systems are no t  
q u i t e  convenient f o r  d e s c r i p t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  of A f r i c a n  economies. 
cannot be doubted t h a t  thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of product c i r c u l a t i o n  
o f f e r s  a sound b a s i s  f o r  improvements i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  

It 

d )  P r a c t i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  marketing 

The e x i s t e n c e  of spontaneous t r a d e  flows o rgan iz ing  Sudano-Sahelian 
A f r i c a  compels us  t o  d i s c a r d  spa t i a l  ana lyses  conducted i n  t e r m s  of 
homogeneous r eg ions ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  economic ana lyses  based on s i m p l i s t i c  
models. But t h i s  spontaneous t r a d e  a l s o  c a l l s  f o r  c a u t i o n  i n  s e t t i n g  up 
p u b l i c  o r  semi-public marketing o rgan iza t ions .  

Actua l ly ,  t h e  performance of t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  g r a i n  t r a d e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  is  n o t  always as nega t ive  as A r d i t i  (1975) seems t o  t h i n k .  
I n  Niger,  t h e  OPVN (Of f i ce  des  P r o d u i t s  V i v r i e r s  du Niger) c e r t a i n l y  helped 
i n  s t a b i l i z i n g  m i l l e t  and sorghum p r i c e s ,  when i t  marketed 47,000 t of 
g r a i n  i n  1974-75. l6 I n  Upper Volta,  t h e  OFNACER ( O f f i c e  Na t iona l  des 
Céreá l e s )  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  summer of 1974, was awarded a monopoly f o r  
t h e  marketing and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of c e r e a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  food a i d .  Soon, 
however, improvements w e r e  found necessary  i n  management and in fo rma t ion  
(product ion  s t a t i s t i c s ,  p r i c e  records  e t c . ) .  I n  Chad, t h e  SODELAC 
(Soc ié t é  de  Développement du Lac) appa ren t ly  could not  prevent  fa rmers  
from s e l l i n g  t h e i r  corn  t o  p r í v a t e  t r a d e r s ,  and t h e  same t h i n g  happened 
wi th  f i s h  and na t ron .  l7 R e s u l t s  t h e r e f o r e  are u n c l e a r ,  and i t  is dangerous 
t o  g e n e r a l i z e  t o o  qu ick ly .  Anyway, d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  depend i n  a 
g r e a t  measure on p o l i t i c a l  choices  which an  economist must cons ide r  as 
given. 
i n  the beginning. 
beg in  w i t h  a few s t e p s  sugges ted  by Uma L e l e  (1976): 

A t  most, he may recommend t h a t  over-ambitious measures be avoided 
Except f o r  s e r i o u s  reasons ,  i t  may be  a d v i s a b l e  t o  

-- Developing p r o f e s s i o n a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  formu- 
l a t i o n  and implementation of p o l i c y ,  f o r  example, improving 
d a t a  base  ; 

-- c r e a t i o n  of a n  agency r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c a r r y i n g  ou t  t h e  t a s k  of 
purchase and sales and maintenance of b u f f e r  s t o c k s ;  

-- r e g u l a t i o n  of t r a d i t i o n a l  markets, i nc lud ing  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  and development of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  networkS8 

-- guaranteed  mínimum p r i c e s  f o r  a few key food crops ,  t h e  produc- 
t i o n  of which needs t o  be inc reased .  

I n  such a framework, t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a d e  may keep a dynamic r o l e ,  
even i f  p l ans  c a l l  f o r  i t s  f u t u r e  replacement by a coope ra t ive  o r  pub l i c  
s e c t o r .  
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By way of conclus ion ,  i t  must be  emphasized t h a t  t h e  performance of 
a marketing system cannot be  apprec i a t ed  except i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  whole 
economy. 
t o  t h e  p l a c e s  where consumers want them. One must also i n q u i r e  whether 
t h e  market system f a v o r s  economic growth. I n  o t h e r  words, what i s  t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  of commercial p r o f i t ?  There are many p a s s i o n a t e  opin ions  on 
t h i s  i s s u e  bu t  few da ta .  S a m i r  Amin (1970) devotes  only a few l i n e s  t o  
t h e  problem a l though he admits t h a t  " in  s e c t o r s  which depend very in- 
d i r e c t l y  from o u t s i d e  markets,  b u t  on t h e  con t r a ry  are connected w i t h  a 
broadening domestic market p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of r a p i d  accumulation are  g r e a t e r ,  
much less under t h e  c o n t r o l  of f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l .  . . ' I  (Amin (1970) g i v e s  
t h e  example of Senegalese ca t t le  and meat b roke r s ) .  
t h e  no t  ve ry  p r o f i t a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  investments made by Niger t r a d e r s ,  
and Rocheteau (1975) r e p o r t s  c r e a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  estates made by 
s u c c e s s f u l  Senegalese t r a d e r s ,  whose main mot iva t ions  seem of a 
r e l i g i o u s  na tu re .  This  d i f f i c u l t  and important q u e s t i o n  must no t  be 
f o r g o t t e n  when proposa ls  are made f o r  encouragement, c o n t r o l ,  super- 
v i s i o n  o r  even e l i m i n a t i o n  of p r i v a t e  t r ade .  

It is no t  enough t o  ask whether goods move as cheaply as p o s s i b l e  

Raynaut (1975) mentions 

å !  

! 



b 

?- NOTES 

3. D i l l a l i  are found i n  n o r t h e r n  Cameroon (Prechou, 1966),  n o r t h e r n  
N i g e r i a  (Jones,  1972) e tc .  Bonte (1967) t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e s e  D i l l a l i  
are a proof t h a t  t r a d e  cannot b e  s e p a r a t e d  from s o c i a l  i n t e r c o u r s e .  
However, they perform obvious commercial s e r v i c e s ,  i n  exchange f o r  
which they receive a commission. 
t h e  economic machinery of t r a d e .  S i m i l a r  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  are found 
i n  f i s h  market ing,  t h e  Kanuri fatoma (Couty and Duran, 1968) .  

Thei r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  is  a p a r t  of 

! 

4 .  Tobacco is  grown i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of Cameroon, i n  Massa country f o r  
i n s t a n c e .  Gide (1928) a l r e a d y  says  t h a t  Massa farmers s e l l  t h e i r  
tobacco crop t o  Niger ian  t r a d e r s .  

T 

5. The importance of t h i s  commercial crop i n  Sudan-Sahelian A f r i c a  can- 
n o t  b e  o v e r s t r e s s e d .  I n  Niger onion growing, a t r a d i t i o n a l  crop 
i n  the dry season,  h a s  k e p t  spreading  i n  organized p e r i m e t e r s  f o r  
some years .  The whole produce i s  s o l d .  I n  1970 o f f i c i a l  e x p o r t s  
of Niger  onions amounted t o  326 m i l l i o n  FCFA ( t o t a l  Niger  e x p o r t s  
8795 m i l l i o n ) .  

6. Avai lab le  q u a n t i t i e s  seem t o  have allowed, i n  t h e  Sahel  proper ,  a n  
annual  meat consumption of 17.5 kgs p e r  c a p i t a  i n  1970 (SCET and 
SEDES i n q u i r i e s  quoted by W i l l i a m s  (1976).  

7. I n  t h e  Ivory  Coast,  every l h s l i m  t r a d e r  o r  carrier is  c a l l e d  d i o u l a .  
I n  t h e  pre-co lonia l  t i m e s ,  d i o u l a s  were t h e  brokers  of Mandingo 
p r i n c e s  f o r  go ld  d u s t  and o t h e r  t r a d e s .  

8. Trials of d r i e d - s a l t e d  f i s h  d i d  n o t  g i v e  convincing r e s u l t s  (Couty, 
1968b). 

9. Mostly managed by I b o  t r a d e r s ,  t h e s e  channels  are apparent ly  be ing  
r e s t o r e d  (Bouquet, 1976). 

10. Such is  t h e  case of t h e  Korooko, t r a d e r s  belonging t o  t h e  blacksmith 
caste i n  s o u t h e r n  M a l i  (Amselle, i n  Nei l lasoux (ed. ) 1971).  

11. Cola t r a d e  may b r i n g  very h igh  r e t u r n s  b u t  i s  a l s o  a h igh  r i s k  
a c t i v i t y ,  s i n c e  c o l a  n u t s  qu ick ly  al ter by o x i d a t i o n  i f  packing i s  
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
Coast t o  Mali: 

Here are e a r l y  d a t a  about t h e  c h a i n  from Ivory 

P r i c e  pa id  t o  producer 
Transpor t  , handl ing,  packing 5 FCFA 
Wholesale p r i c e  Bouakg 30-50 FCFA 
Transport  B ouaké-Bamako 11 FCFA 
R e t a i l  p r i c e  Bamako 120 FCFA 

1 5  FCFA/kg 

(Etude r g g i o n a l e  d e  Bouaké 1962-1964, II, l 'Economie, pp.252-253. Rgp. de 
Côte d ' Ivo i re ,  M i n i s t è r e  du P l a n ) .  
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12 .  For Niger  see Raynaut, 1975:31; For I l a l i  and Upper Volta  see Ancey 
( t o  be publ i shed) .  

1 3 .  Rgp du Tchad, Ministére du Plan: L'exe/cution du p l a n  quinquennal 
tchadien  1966-1970, p. 36. 

14. Anonymous paper  publ i shed  i n  Revue F r a n ç a i s e  d'Etudes P o l i t i q u e s  
A f r i c a i n e s ,  J a n  1969, 37:40-50. 

15. Attempts t o  r e g u l a t e  food t r a d e  d i d  n o t  always completely f a i l ;  
see fo l lowing  d i s c u s s i o n  (d)  p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  marketing. 

16. T o t a l  p roduct ion  i s  over  1 m i l l i o n  tons.  

17. SONACOT (Sociéte '  N a t i o n a l e  d e  Commercialisation du Tchad) w a s  
awarded a monopoly t o  buy n a t r o n  b u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of prev ious  
channels  w a s  hard ly  a f f e c t e d  (Gouty, 1966; Bouquet, 1973). Tradi- 
t i o n a l  f i s h  t r a d e  between N'Djamena and Chad Lake quick ly  recovered 
a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  t h e  SCPBC ( S o c i é t é  Coopérat ive des  Pêcheurs 
du Bas-Chari) (Bouquet , 1976). 

18. Improvement only i s  suggested.  According t o  a r e p o r t  w r i t t e n  f o r  
t h e  Sahel  S p e c i a l  Bureau (ST/SS0/13/Rev. 1, 1974) major investment  
i n  t r a n s p o r t  should n o t  receive p r i o r i t y  i n  Sahel  c o u n t r i e s .  

T 

! 
i 
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