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During t h e  l a s t  two .decades . the  develópment o f  t h e  ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  ' t o u r i s t  , ' .  . . 
t r a d e  ha.s ,expanded s o  g r e a t l y  t h a t  i t  has  become an impor tan t .  f a c t o r  i n '  n a t i o n a l  
economies. Moreover, t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f ' t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  of n o n - s o c i a l i s t  
Europe, North America, and Japan ,  t h e  cons ide rab ly  h ighe r  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  o f .  
i nd iv idua l s '  i n  t h e s e  s o c i e t ï e s j  as' w e i l  a s  th.e f a n t a s t i c  p r o g r e s s  in . t r an ' spo r t a -  . 
t i o n  thanks  t o  a i r p l a n e s . w i t h  a b i g  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  have made it  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  Far  

. . ,  ' 

t h e  t o u r i s t  f rade:  t o  , explo i t . .nqn- in .dus t r ia l  c o u n t r i e s  i n  L a t i n  America, 
. .  

., ' 
Eas t  and Af r i ca ,  .. . . . . .! 

I n ,  t h e . ' P a c i f i c ,  e s p e c i a l l i  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c ,  it h a s  been t h e  . jet  p l a n e ,  
.cheap f u e l  dur ing ,  t h i s  pe r iod , , ,  and f i n a l l y  t h e  s t e a d y . l o w e r i n g  of  t h e  real , .  no t  ~ 

j u s t  nominal, a i r  trave1,rates f o r  t o u r i s t s ,  t h a t  has  p e r m i t t e d  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  "~ 

of t h i s  'are'a. i , n to  t h e  field o f '  world tour i sm.  

. For t h a t  p a r t  of  P o l y n e s i a  under  French dominat ion,  t h e  main s t a g e s  were: 

' ' cora l  route". e x p l o i t e d  by t h e  New Zealand company, T.E.A.L. I').; by sea.plane v i a  

-Beginning i n  1959, t h e  French company, T.A.1.") e s t ab l i shed . ;  w i t h  a D.C.6:' 

, 

' . . 

. . . 
. .  

. .  . .  . 
- U n t i l  i959 ,  T a h i t i  cou ld .no t  b e  r eached .by  p l a n e  excep from F i j i , o v e r  t h e  . 

Apia i,n Western Samoa a d d - A i t u t a k i  i n  t h e  Cook I s l a n d s .  . _ .  . .  

. 
prope,ller-driven a i r c r a f t ,  a d i r e c t  l i n e  v i a  Saigon,  D j a k a r t a ,  D a r w i n ,  Br i sbane ,  
Noumea, Nandi and,Borabora where ' a  l and ing  s t r i p  had been c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  
American army d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  war. 
sea. . 

From Borabora t o u r i s t s  reached  Papee te  by .j . 

' - S i n c e  '1961, t h e  opening of  the'. Tahi t i -Faaa  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t  nea r  Pape- .. 
ete  h a s  made it p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b i g  a i r  l i n e s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  t e r r i t o r y . :  T.A.I. 
( l a t e r  U.T.A), PAN AM, T.E'.A..L. ( l a t e r  A i r  New Zea land) ,  Q a n t a s ,  Lan Chi le , ,  and 
f i n a l l y  Air-France, making connec t ions  r e s p e c t i v e l y  between Papee te  and Noumea . 
and Los Angeles, Honolulu and- American Samoa, New Zealand, A u s t r a l i a ,  F i j i ,  C h i l e ,  
and l a t t e r l y  Tokyo, L ima  and Rarotonga, Tn t h e  Cook I s l a n d s .  

I .  

Before  t h e  a r r i v a l  of b i g  c a p a c i t y  a i r p l a n e s ,  t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  w a s  not 
unknown i n  T a h i t i .  But, compared.with what w e  see today ,  and even more w i t h  what 
w e  may expec t  to  see tomorrow, it w a s  n o t  a m a s s i v e t o u r i s t  b u s i n e s s .  
end of t h e  l a s t  war, a number òf l a r g e r  and l a r g e r  luxury  t o u r i s t  l i n e r s  s topped  
ove r  i n  T a h i t i .  
g e r  and f r e i g h t  l i n e r s ,  brought  i n  a few t o u r i s t s  from Europe. However, i t  w a s  
p r i m a r i l y  t h e  American sh ipp ing  l i n e s  such  as t h e  Matson L ine  t h a t  brought  i n  t h e  
l a r g e s t  l o t s ,  
brought  i n  on ly  a s p o r a d i c  f low o f  t o u r i s t s .  

S ince  t h e  
' 

The French Messageries  ?daritimes company, u s i n g  its mixed passen- 

B u t ,  compared t o  t h e  b i g  c a p a c i t y  a i r p l a n e s ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  l i n e r s  

AS f o r  hoxels ,  a f e w  were k e p t  b y  E u r o p e a n s o r  D e m i s  (par t -Europeans)  i n  
Papee te .  
l i t t l e  Po lynes i an  h o t e l s ,  o r d i n a r i l y  f ami ly  concerns,  
to 'some extent t h e  economic s t r u c t u r e  of t h a t  t i m e ,  colonial  and pyramidal :  a t  

group 
c u l t u r a l l y  and socially on t h e  fence between T a h i t i ' s  European s o c i e t y  and c u l t u r e  
and t h e  Polynes ian  society and cu l ture ;  a t  t h e  bottom, the- Po lynes i ans .  rn a 
p a r a l l e L  may, oriented around an economy combining p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  t r a d e ,  t h e  
Chinese he ld ,  a t  Least in t h e  b u s i n e s s  world,  a keys tone  p o s i t i o n  between b i g  
European b u s i n e s s  and t h e , P o l y n e s i a n  commercial vacuum. When, l a t e r  on, t h e  

In t h e  count ry  d i s t r i c t s  and on t h e  o t h e r  i s l a n d s ,  t h e r e  were some 
The h o t e l  b u s i n e s s  I'eflected' 

' t h e  t op t . :  t h e  Eurapean b u s i n e s s  c i rc les  (3); i n  t h e  middle, t h e  D e m i s ,  
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h o t e l  b u s i n e s s  w a s  t o  expand i n  t h e  middle  19501s, c a p i t a l  from T a h i t i ' s  Chinese 
s o c i e t y  and economy would become i n t e r e s t e d .  

A s i n g l e  forerunner of a f u t u r e . t o u r ì s m ,  t h e  Meditersanean Club ( l e  Club 
Medi te r ranée) ,  s e t  .up i n  Punaauia  on T a h i t i ' s  w e s t  c o a s t  a modest v a c a t i o n i n g  
v i l l a g e  of 10  bungalows, or 20 beds. 

1960's decade) t h a t  t h e  second gene ra t ion  of h o t e l s  p u t  i n  i t s  appearance. 
w a s  mainly i n  T a h i t i ,  a b i t  i n  Moorea and t h e  Leeward I s l a n d s .  
s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  for  t h i s :  

I t . w a s  d u r i n g  these years and 'the f ive f o l l o w i n g  ones  ( t h e  first h a l f  of t h e  
T h i s  

There W e r e  

1) The opening  of t h e  a i r p o r t , & i c h  made p o s s i b l e  fo r  t h e  first t i m e  direct 
communication between Papee te  and t h e  o u t e r  world.  T h i s  development made i t  pos- 
s ible  t o  l o o k  fo rward  t o  a more e x t e n s i v e  and cont inuous  f low of t o u r i s t s .  The 
b u s i n e s s  wor ld  had  acqu i red  expe r i ence  and w a s  familiar w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  O? 

t h e  a i r p l a n e  and hÓw t o  make use of it i n  t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  - coupl ing  t o g e t h e r ,  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t r a v e l  agencies ,  a i r  t r a n s p o r t  and h o t e l s .  The fac t  t h a t  T a h i t i  
W a s  behind t h e  t i m e s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  meant t h a t  t h e  r e c i p e  w a s  known and t h e r e  w a s  
no r i s k  i n  p l a n n i n g - f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

2) The -1959 French deva lua t ion ,  which lowered t h e  P a c i f i c f r a n c  by 20 p e r c e n t  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  American d o l l a r ,  meaning lower l o c a l  p r i c e s  f o r  t h e  American 
t o u r  ist s.  

3 )  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Metro Goldwin Mayer's f i l m i n g  of t h e  Bounty odyssey  which 
took t e n  months, u sed  2,000 e x t r a s  as w e l l  as 8,000 r e g u l a r  employees, and  cost 
27 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  a temporary economic boom which s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  
l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  t o  i n v e s t ,  as w e l l  as European b u s h e s s  peop le  connec ted  w i t h  
t h e s e  c a p i t a l i s t s .  (4 )  

In  1963-64 t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  Cen t re  d 'Exper imenta t ions  du P a c i f i q u e  
(C.E.P.), a French  m i l i t a r y  base  f o r  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  w a s  begun. 
t i o n  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  French Po lynes i an  economy, a s  it b r o u g h t  
about  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a t r u l y  a r t i f i c i a l  economy: _ -  

T h i s  i n s t a l l a -  

- by t h e  creat ion of d i r e c t  j o b s  ( b u i l d i n g  and upkeep o f  t h e  bases .  a d  s i tes ) ;  

- by c o n s t r u c t i o n  of . ; the Papee te  p o r t ;  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  a i r p o r t ,  c i r i 1  govern- '  
ment c o n s t r u c t i o n s  so  as not'  t o  ove r load  t h e  m i l i t a r y  . bu i ld ings  . ( a @ n i n i s Z r a t i v e  ' 

b u i l d i n g s ,  s c h o o l  bui1d.ing.s; hosp i t l ' a s , . . i s l and  a i r d r o m e s ) , . a l l  l e a d i n g  . .  t o  t h e  . 
c r e a t i o n  of i n d i r e c t  j o b s ;  ' .  

a c t i v i t , i e s  of  t h e  n u c l e a r  ba.se a long  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  (%+ve t o  t e n  t h a u s a n d  
pe r sons  ove r  .and above t h e  regul .ar  popu la t lon  which.was 98,000 i n h a b i t a r r s  i n  
1967) l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  ' c r e a t i o n  of domest ic  j o b s ,  programs, f o r  t h e  b u i l d b g  of  
l odg ings  l a n d  specuXation on ,.the , p a r t  of urban.  owners, and u l t i m a t e l y  rie s t imu-  
l a t i o n  of t h e  demand f o r  work; ' . 

. .  

- t h e  s e t t i n g  up i n  T a h i t i  of t e c h n i c i a n s  and s p e c ï a l i s t s  . connec teà  ' w i t h  t h e  

. . ~  
. .  I .  . .  . . .  

- t.he j o b  p r e s s u r e  broqght  'on 'a ' s p e c t a c u l a r  rise. i n  s a ' l a r i e s ,  t h e  Ejandonment 
of a n i c u l t u r e  .because. t h e  new . s a r a r i e d  employees could' no l p n g e r  e u l t i t r t e  and 
t h e  land '  owners' c o u l d  f i n d  only  a few very  h igh-pr iced  warkers.,. 'with a :=r ther  

.consequence of a r ise  i n  t h e  p r i x e  of  local p r o d u c t s ,  t h u s  f a v o r i n g ' i m p o r t e d  , 
produc t s .  Furthermore,  the h ighe r  s a p a r i e s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  the.'demand w i t h  xhe' a b i l i t y  
t o  pay,  t h a t  'is, t h e  buyers '  s o l v e n c y , . m u s t . h K e  .induced t h e  Sellers of s r ' o d i x t s ,  
and s ' e rv i ces  t o  i n c r e a s e ' t h e i r  . p r i c e s ,  n o t  , o n l y  liecause. t h e s e  p roduc t s  ,md s e r v i c e s  
w e r e  rare b u t  because  they  knew t h a t  t h e  búye r s  cou ld  pay f o r  ,them. '.I b e l i e v e  . ' 

t h a t  t h e  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  was a c a u s a l  f ac to r .  i n  t h e  i n f l a t i o n ,  n o t  b e c z 3 s e . t h e  

. .  
. .. . .  *: 
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incréas ,e  ,in 'salaries d i r e c t l y  pushed up c o s t s  .and hence p k c e s  b u t  because they  
allowed l a r g e r '  p r o f i t  margins t o  o . w r a t e .  

' 

- l o c a l  product ion  inc reased , .  bu t  not  i n  p ropor t ion  t o  t h e  demand. S a l a r ï e d  
workers made g r e a t e r  use of imported p roduc t s ;  and t h e i r  h igh  s a l a r y  l e v e l  l e d  
tf iem'to buy more consumption goods fol; themselves  and t h e i r  homes. These f a c t o r s  
added t o  t h e  presence of a temporas i ly  e x p a t r i a t e d  European popu la t ion  wi th  a 
h igh  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g , c a u s e d  a considerable,development of  P a p e e t e ' s  commercial 
and s e m i - i n d u s t r i a l  capac i ty  which a l lowed, . .bes ides ,  t h e  b u i l d  up of new European 
and Demi for tunes , .  t h e  economic r ise  ,of t h e  .Chinese t o  an. a lmost  dominant p l a d e l  
But t h e  accompanying inf la t ion .m.ade  .TaBi.ti . '  . t h e  most' expensive p l a c e  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  , 

. .  f o r  t o u r j s t s . .  . .  

.. A s  of .  1968,. it was f e l t  t h a t  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  cohnected w i t h . t h e  n u c l e a r  base  
would n o t .  l as t .  
admini&trat ion thought  about p rov id ing  a ' n a t u r a l  r e l i e f ,  t o  t h i s  . a r t i f i c i a l  economy 
by: I '  

' - making use  of t h e  expansJon .in . N e w  Caledonia copnected wi ih-  t he .  ' n i cke l  3 
.as a s a f e t y ' v a l v e  f o r  t h e  s ta te  of employment i n  French Po lynes i a ;  

' 

nuc lea r  base  through t h e  expansion of t h e  T e r r i t o r y ' s  .economy by ' .hzving 'Franc 'e  
s u b s i d i z e  t h e  l o c a l  p u b l i c  o p e r a t i o n s ,  th rough ' , thè  expansion o f  t h e  p u b l i c  ser- 
v + e s , ,  and through p r o g r e s s i v e l y  . s e t t i n g  'up . a  s,ystem. of s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a l i g n e d  
t o  France ' s  own; 

T e r r i t o r y ' s  economy. . It. w a s  around 1965 t h a t . , ' i n  o r d e r  t o . coord inaDe  t h e  T e r r i -  
t o r y ' s  t o u r i s t  p o l i c y ,  a T o u r i s t  Trade Dévelopment' O f f i c e  w a s - e r e c t e d .  
time on, a' t o u r i s t  . p o l i c y  was p r o g r e s s i v e l y  e l a b o r a t e d  and touri 'sm w a s  promoted'  ' 

t o  t h e  rank of great p i l l a r s  on which t h e  . .  Terr i tory ' s .economy w a s  t o  repose.  

has  grown s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  of , t h e  1960's. 

tour i sm both  i n  t h e  make-up of t h e  gross domestic product  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  ba lance  
of . fo re ign  t r a d e  shows up t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f : t h e  T e r r i t o r y ' s  economy 
where t h e  exchanges. o r  t r a d e  and t h e  o v e r a l l  p roduct ion  a r e  blown up o r  i n f l a t e d  
by i n d i r e c t . a c t i v i t i e s ,  d e r i v i n g  economically from t h e  n u c l e a r  base  (Tables  1 
and.2.). What is ev iden t  is t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  w i l l  t end  t o  ,. 
t a k e  a b igge r  ' and .b igger  p a r t  i n  expor t s ,  no t  on ly  because of its own growth but  , 

because,  u n l e s s  t h e r e  is some profound new t r a n s f o r m a t i 0 n . h  t h e  economy, i t  w i l . 1  
f a l l  to'  tour i sm t o  be  t h e  only  s t e a d y  "export" ;  . 

.The pe r iod  of a c c e l e r a t e d  work had ended. and t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  

. .  

- provid ing  some s u b s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  flow' of ' s a z a r i e s  b b t a i n e d  from t.he 

. a  

- promoting t h e  t o u r - i s t  t r a d e  t o  t h e  rank, .óf  .*he b a s i c  foundat ion .  of t G e .  . .~ 

From t h a t  . 

This  was wishfu l  t h i n k i n g ,  a l though i t  is undeniable  t h a t ' t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  growth of t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e ,  t h e  r i d i c u l o u s l y  s m a l l  r o l e  o f '  

Compared t o  o f f i c i a l  economic p lanning  f o r e c a s t s ;  t h e  growth of E h e  t o u r i s t  
t r a d e  has  shown a certain s lowness  t h a t  s e e m s  t o  be  due i n  p a r t  t o  c e r t a i n  d i s -  
advantages i n  compaxisbn w i t h  o t h e r  P a c i f i c  i s l a n d s  o r  a r c h i p e l a g o e s  (h igh  c o s t  
o f  l i v i n g ,  inadequate  equipment, low q u a l i t y  of s e r v i c e s )  b u t  a l s o  i n  parc  to  
economic growth t ied i n  wi th  demographic growth and t h e  occur rence  of t h e  i n f l a -  
t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  t h a t  h a s  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  s i n c e  t h e  beginning  of t h e  
1960's (and  fo l lowjng  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of  t he  n u c l e a r  base) making it depend 

and more on t h e  economy of che o u t s i d e  world. 

For t h e  'purpose of' speed ing  up development, t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  T e r r i -  
tory's t o u r i s t .  industry a t tempted  to work on t h e  h o t e r  capacity, equipment, and 
Qual i ty  of' service., I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Ï n  1968-69, the. hzstory OZ t h e  h o t e l  b u s i n e s s  
i n  T a h i t i  entered fnto a new era., t h a t  of b i g  h6tels"Cependent: on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
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TABLE 1 

Growth of t h e  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  French P o l y n e s i a  
I 

Occupancy . 
- ra te .  Length of Number  of rooms Number o€ 

=-tourists stag in days  Y e a r s  
1 .  

51 
1959 1,472. 
1960 4,087 

236 
306 

1961 8 a 653 
1962 10,406 
1963 14,135 331 
1964 13,085 425 
1965 14,830 7 336 

1967 23,574 6.7 488 
742 
985 1969 37,299 6.4 

1970 48,809 6.1 1,230 
1971 63,222 '1,209 
1972 69,165 .I ,261 
1973 77,988 1,386 

1966 16,200 6.5 399 

1968 28,402 7.1 
64 p e r c e n t  

55 p e r c e n t  
62 p e r c e n t  
75 p e r c e n t  , .  

Source : Off ice  df  'Tour i s t  Development 

TABU3 2 

E f f e c t s  of t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  on the. French Polynes ian  econbmy 

. .  number of ' ' "*lation of 
' . bsat-on of tow- . Relation of &&?a jobs created 

product t€l .Gross receipts t o  expoi-ts receipts t o  W ~ S  ,directly or . 

.. . I .. . . b e r  ,cent' i n  per Tt. . .  indirectly by in per cent . Years Domestic Product i n  

, ' .toin-isn a . .  . -  . .  
. . .  

. .  
. .  . ? -  . . 10.32 9.83 . " . ' *  . 

3.21 . t 14.52 , 12.05 : . .  . _  ' 1959 
. 1960 

_ I  

13.55 .1961 . 4.4 ' ' -: 21 . .  

30.04 . . 13.89 
1962 9.5 , . .  . 
1963 5.24 
L964 , 3-37 ' . 26.87, , , 5.85 

. .  . 22.07' . .2.90 
1B65 

. 1966 
1967 . 2.94 I 33.09 . 5;77 

4.17 

. .  

. 21.3i- . . ii.87 

. *_ . . .2.56 , ~ . 30.04: . 4.22 , : 
2.29 

. .  .35:44. , 7..07 ' , .  ' .  
1968 2.73 

8 .  ? 
1969 3.1, . ' 

' . .?. ; I. . . ?  
1970 . 3.62 

. ' ?  . , ?  
1971 ? .  
,1972 .? 

. ?  1973 ' ?  ? , .  

. .  

.' 1,500 ' 

. : 
, 37.14 

. .  I .  

','2,542: . 
: ? 

. .  
e .  

i_ Sour.ce: Rappopts annue l s -  d e  L.' I n s t i t u t  d l & n i s s i o n  d 'outre-mer e t  Comptes ' 
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chains .  Two h o t e l s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  which a i r l i n e s  had' a: in te res t ,  avd a t h i r d  w a s  
planned b u t  d i d  n o t  come i n t o  be ing  u n t i l  t h r e e  o r ' f o u r  y e a r s  la ter  because  t o u r -  
ist demand d i d  n o t  follow very  c l o s e l y  i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  supply. Jn an  extreme- 
l y  s e r i o u s  development, the two new v e n t u r e s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  1960's geneTatiOn of 
bungalow h o t e l s :  most of them are in t h e  doldrums, and t h e  most Zmportant  of t h e m .  
has  had t o  close its doors .  
t i o n  of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  capitalism (American i n  one ins t ance ,  French i n  t h e  o t h e r )  
f o r  l o c a l  or semi-local capital funds :  
dependence on t h e  ou ts ide  w o r l d .  With t h e s e  two es t ab l i shmen t s ,  t h e  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  
of t r a v e l  bureaus  , t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of i n t e r n a l  t o u r i s t  t r a n s p o r t ,  and t h e  develop- 

, 

Economically, t h e s e  -two ven tu res  meant"the subst i tu-  

a f u r t h e r  s l i g h t  s t e p  ahead i n  T a h i t Z r s  

m e n t  o f ' t h e  l o c a l  a i r l i n e  network,  a whole h o t e l  and bus iness ' sys t em w a s  Set Up i n  
o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cl ientele:  t o  develop t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e ,  it is 
only necessa ry  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  same s t e p s  over  and over  aga in :  

I 

- c r e a t i n g  f u r t h e r  h o t e l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  o r ,  more e x a c t l g ,  h o t e l  complexes; 

- i n c r e a s e  t h e  f requency  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  connec t ions  anti t h e  l i n e s  of Com- 
municat ion i n  t h e  network formed by t h e s e  connec t ipns ;  

- m u l t i p l y  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s o f t o u r s  and ways t o  spend o n e ' s  t i m e .  

Problem: what p l a c e  w i l l  t h e  T a h i t i a n s  occupy i n  t h i s  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p i c t u r e ?  
We have g l r eady  seen  tha't t h e  income brought  i n  by t h e  t o u r i s t  s e c t o r  h a s  remained, 
i D  comparis inn t o  t h e  g r o s s  domest ic  p roduc t ,  b o t h  t h e  y i e l d  of s l i g h t  and almost  
c o n s t a n t  up u n t i l  1970. What about  pe r sonne l  income? According t o  t h e  T o u r i s t  
Trade Development O f f i c e ,  t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  gave work t o  2,500 p e r s o n s  i n  1971, 
e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c l y ,  o r  6 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  T e r r i t o r y ' s  working p o p u l a t i o n  
and t h e  amount of income d i s t r i b u t e d  came t o  1,O&l,138,000FP(Pacific F rancs ) .  
P o l y n e s i a ' s  g r o s s  domest ic  product  i n  1970 was 21,553 m i l l i o n  FP.) When one exa- 
m i n e s  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  from t h e  T a h i t i a n  p o i n t  of  view, one muSt not  

( 5 )  
' (French 

l o s e  s i g h t  of  t h e  e t h n i c  and c u l t u r a l  d i v i s o n  of l a b o r  t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  T a h i t i .  
T a h i t i  i s  a m u l t i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y ,  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  fiumber of  f o r e i g n e r s .  
However, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  l i g h t  o f - r e c e n t  developments, one must r e s o l u t e l y  reject  
both  t h e  o f f i ' c i a l  c l a s s i f , i c a t i o n s  and t h e  u s u a l  t r i p a r t i t e  o r  q u a d r i p a r t i t e  c l a s s i -  
.-fications o$ groups:  . 

T a h i t i , '  t h e  French r ank ing  f i r s t  in' number, fo l lowed by t h o s e  t h a t  t h e  French 
.. a u t h o r i t i e s . c o n s i d e r  f o r e i g n e r s :  Americans, o the r -Europeans , ,Aus t r a l i ans ,  . . .  . .  New 

1.) t o  begin  wi th , '  whether  one-..likes it o r  n o t ,  there"are  f o r e i g n e r s  i n  . 

. .  . .  Zealanders , .  .etc. ; . .  

2) t hen  t h e r e  are peop le  who f e e l  themselves  t o  be ,  ' o r , f e e l . t h e m s e l v e s  more and 
more t o '  b,e, T a h i t i a n s .  I t  is here:, accord ing  t o  s e r f - , c l a s s i f i c a t , i o n ,  , t h a t  one  can 
spe'ak of T a h i t i a n  s o c i e t y  and of c u l t u r a l .  p l u r a l i s m  .within it. .The ",Tahitian" 

. .  groups include,: . . I  

. .  
I .  

a )  a' v e r y  . s m a l l  mino/rity of  Europeans; u s u a l l y  born i n .  French Po lynes i a ,  
whom the. ; tesm c r e o l e  seems a p p l i c a b l e ;  , . . . ' 

a Chinese  m i n o r i t y  t h a t  c o n s i d e r s  i t s e l f  more 'and more t o  be  of  

' 

* .  

. .  . 
b )  T a h i t i  (10 p e r c e n t ) ;  . . .  

, .  

c )  thk  P o l y n e s i a  bu lk  o f '  ' t he  .popula t iop ,  80 perbent ' )  ; .: ' I .  

. .  . .  . ,  

. .  . .  
. . d) '  a s m a l l e r  m a s s ,  i n t e r m e d i a t e  between' t h e ,  Polynes ian  ._ c u l t u r e  and 

T a h i t i a n  s o c i e t y  i s  pyramidal  i n  form, t h h  s u c c e s s i v e  s t a g e s  fr0.m t o p ' t o  

Western c u l t u r e ,  t h e  D e m i s  (10. p e r c e n t ) .  

. . 

% .  . ._  
. .  

. .  

. .  
. *  
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bottom'being made up of t h e  l e v e l s  a/ bfd /c.' Now, from t h e  p o i n t '  of  view of  
the t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  and fo l lowing  from t h e .  f a c t '  t h a t  t h e  P o l y n e s i a n ' p o p u l a c i o n  . 

' ( c )  is almost completely u n q u a l i f i e d ;  it 'can be seen  t h a t  its members ho ld  on ly  
t h e  lowest. employment p o s i t i 6 n s : '  , .  

. .  
. .  - 'minor h o t e l  pe r sonne l  (chamber maids,  waite.rs, manual l a b o r e r s ,  g a r d e n e r s )  ; 

- t a x i  d r i v e r s .  ( n o t  a.iways Po lynes i ans , .  . .  . however); 
. .  

. .  
' _ 1  

< - ' s a l a r i e d  employe.es i n  t h e  shops where t h e  t o u r i s t " d o  t h e i r  shopping, some 
. bosses  o f  e n t e r p r i s e s  t h a t  make c u r i o s  ( b u t  'not a1S);workers  i n  such  e n t e r p r i s e s ;  . . 

. i  

- some ( b u t  n o t  a l l )  p r o d u c e r s ' o f  f l o w e r s  and . s ea - she l l s  u sed  2s g a r l a n d s  f o r  
. t h e .  t o u r i s t s ,  and espe.cial1.y t h e  working g ï r l s  _ .  . who..actually make up n e c k l a c e s  and ' 

In  b r i e f ,  t h e  lowest  l e v e l  a t  which t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  'work i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  co r -  

But ,  a s  t h e  s a l a -  

. .  
wreaths f rom, f l o w e r s  and she l l s . .  . . 

' 

responds t o  t h e  Polynesian . l eve l .  of  . T a h i t i a n  s o c i e t y .  

l e v e l  add t h e r e f o r e  i n v o l v e s  a 'higher t o t a l  amount o f ' e a r n i n g s .  
r i es  are unequal ,  ode may estimate. t h a t  o n l y  a p a r t  o f ' t h e  t o t a l  amount,of sala- 

o the rwise  would. , require: ,  

Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  lowest  leve.1 
' o f  workers c o n t a i n s  a g r e a t e r  number of  pe r sons  than  t h e  h i g h e r  a w i n i s t r a t ï v e  

For  it t o  be . r i e s  brought i n  by t h e . t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  g o e s  t o  t h e  Pol'ynesians. 

- t h a t  t h e  Po lynes i ans  be promoted t e c h n i c a l l y  and: p , rofessional . ly  t o  .an e x t e n t  
. . .  . t o  a l low t h e  g rea t .  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  p o p u l a t b n  t o  benefi t . ,more '  i n  tkie d i v i s i o n  of 

tourism revenues;  , . ' . . .  
. .  

. . .- t h a t  t h e  pwnerstiip of thft- means :o f  produc t ion .  ( & t a b l y  t h e  h o t e l  e s t a b l i s h -  
ments) ,  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  r i g h t s  t o ' a  s h a r e  of t h e  i n c o m e ; , i s  s h i f t e d  t o , t h e  lower 
end of t h e  s o c i a l  scale. But ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  towards i n t e r n a t i b n a l  mass 
tourism through t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of l a r g e  s c a l e  ho te l  complexes goes i n  t h e  oppo-, 
s i t e  d i r e c t i o n ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  of  g e n e r a t i o n s  of hoke l s  i n ,  
T a h i t i .  Some have recommended going back t o  t h e  s'emi-family s t y l e  Po lynes i an  
h o t k l  forms. 
t i m e  o f  m a s s . i n t e r n a t i o n e 1  tourism? ' Obviously n o t .  
t i o n a l  t ou r i sm formula be p r o s c r i b e d ?  
would come o u t  ahead t h a t  way. 

Would t h i s  be compatible  with.  t h e  s o l u t i o n  adopted a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
.Should, then,  m a s s  i n t e r n a -  

I t  is no t  obvious t h a t  t h e  T a h i t i a n  economy 

The p r e s e n t  f o c u s  on ' l a r g e  t o u r i s t  e n t e r p r i s e s  adds t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  b a s i c  

. -  t h e  b u i l d i n g  up w i t h i n  t h e ' c o u n t r y  of geographic  b l o c k s  o r  aggrega te s  

i n e q u a l i t y  i n ' t h e  a l l o t m e n t  of  incomes t h e  danger  of s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n :  

Composed of  l a r g e  scale t o u r i s t  u n i t s  which o p e r a t e  as c l o s e d  sys t ems ;  

- t h e  movement of t h e  t o u r i s t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  b l o c k  w i t h i n  a s o c i a l  s p a c e  c u t  - O f f  from t h a t  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  popu la t ion :  t h e  t o u r i s t  goes  from h o t e l  t o  
t o u r i s t  s i t e  by way of t o u r i s t  cars; h e  moves s ide  b y e s i d e  w i t h  o t h e r  t o u r f s t s ;  
w i t h  t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h e y  o f f e r ,  t h e  b i g  h o t e l  u n i t s  make i t  unnecessary f o r  t.he 
t o u r i s t  t o  make u s e  of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  u s e d  by t h e  peop le  of the country.  
to t h e  l i m i t ,  t h i s  model l e a d s  t o  t u r n i n g  the  t o u r i s t  zone i n t o  an annex of t h e  

Pushed 

. Countries p r o v i d i n g  t h e  t o u r i s t s .  

THE: CASE OF MOOREA 
' Moorea. is a s m a l l  i s l a n d ,  136 s q u a r e  k i l o m e t e r s , w i t h  abou t  4,800 i n h a b i t a n t s -  
fs 15 m i L e s  f r o m P a p e e t e ,  t h e  capital  of t h e  T e r r i t o r y  of French Po lynes i a .  
ce 196Q its economy h a s  changed from an e x c l u s i v e l y  a g r i e u l t u r a l  one t o  a 
t a r y  one w i t h  t ou r i sm as one of t h e  main factors. 
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' U n t i l  t h e  beginning  o f  t h e  19601s, Moorea had an e x c l u s i v e l y  a g r i c u l t d r a l  
. economy i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t ,  grosso modo, t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v e d  acco rd ing  tb : th t ; .  ' . 

formula:  . subsis ' tence-economy p l u s  cash  c rops .  
t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  goods t h a t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  needed and t h a t  t h e  i s land , . '  
( a s  w e l l .  a s  t h e  T e r r i t o r y )  was unable  t o '  supply :  
app l i ances ,  metal roo f ing ,  t i n n e d  goods, r ice ,  s a l t ,  suga r ,  kerosene,, c l o t h i n g ,  

. etc.. The subs ' is te ,nce economy' ( t a r o  p a t c h e s ,  banana p l o t s ,  g a t h e r i n g  b r e a d f r u i t  ,' 
and a few o t h e r  c u l t i v a t e d  foods p l u s  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  lagoon o r  on t h e  reef] 

, p r i m a r i l y  involved '  fami ly  product ion  f o r  fami ly  consumpti'on. Howe,ver; some Por- 
t i o n .  might b e . s o l d ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  v i l . l age  o r  d i s t r i c t . .  l e v e l ,  o r  a t  t h e  Papee te  

' .  . to? market ,  t o  p rov ide ,  except  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  exch'ange l e v e l ,  , a  s o u r c e  of. some .. 
money. The cash c rops  ( copra ,  vanilla,.coffee),provlded, accord ing  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  
of t h e . l a n d  on which- they  were c u l t i v a t e d ,  e i t h e r  a s a l a r y ,  o r  a h a r v e s t ,  O$ 

, p a r t  o f  a . h a r v e s t .  I t  w a s ,  however, t h e  groups f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  Po lynes i ans  O f .  . 
" ,  Moorga ,(Europeans,. D e m i s ,  and Chinese)  who, a s  landmners;, merchants  o r  t r a d e r s ,  

a c t u a l l y  made t h e  'growing of cash  c r o p s  a commercial s y s t e m  and. provided  t h e  , 

money t h a t  a l lowed t h e  people  to. c lo the ,  themselves ,  f i l l  o u t  t h e i r  d i e t ,  b u i l d  
masonry o r  c o n c r e t e  houses ,  and purchase  such.equipment  a s  ou tboa rd  motors  fo r  

U n t i l  then;  ca sh '  c r o p s  brbught  ' r e i a t i v e l y  good 

The 'Cash'crops made i t  p o s s i b l e  

lumber, . t oo l s  and mechanical  ., , 

. 

. 

'. 

. .  . .  
' .  t h e i r  boa t s .  

. 

pr ices . ,  a l lowing  . the  people  a minima1,s tandard  of l i v i n g  d e s p i t e  t h e i r .  r e l a t i v e l y  
ldw product iv i ty . .  .The v a n i l l a  crisis (caused. by d i s e a s e  p l u s  s o i l  exhaustgon f r ö m  
badly  kep.t p l a n t a t i o n s  p l u s  a f a l l  i n  p r i c e )  was t h e  first blow. a g a i n s t  t h e . :  

d e p a r t u r e  .of ~ c e r t a i n  p l a n t e r s ,  and t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  development, df  a wage economlf. 
'But. t h e  'copra p l a n t a t ï o n s  pe r s ' i s t ed  and cont inued  t o  be ,  u n t i l  t h e  years .'1967-6.8, 
an  impor tan t  pa rame tè r .o f  t h e  Moorea economy., (Because of t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n , o f  t h e  
n u c l e a r  base  on T a h i t i ,  cop ra  poduct ion  d e c l i n e d  more qu ick ly  l n  T a h i t i . )  

. .  . .  
3.960 w a s  a t u r n i n g  p o i n t .  

, . '  

economic :ed i f ice  of t h o s e  days: i t , l e d  t o  t h e  abandonment'of p l a n t a t i o n s , . t h e  . . . I. 

. .  

Compqpative t a b l e  of  copra  and v a n i l l a  product ion  i n  Moorea 

TABLE 4 
Y e a r  Copra V a n i l l a  

( m e t r i c  t o n s )  ( m e t r i c  t o n s )  

1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 

first 8 months of  1967 
first 8 months of 1968 

1142 
1317 ' 

152,O. 
1538 I 

1651 
1364 
1645 
1273 
951 
567 

150,6 
159.7 
131.5 
80.4 
42.5 
29.8 
13.6 
5.9 

/ Sources  : Groupement des  e x p o r t a t i o n s  de  coprah  de 1 '0cean ie  f r a n ç a i s e ,  H u i l e r i e  
de T a h i t i ,  Rapport GUESHIER, ouvrage ORSTOM T a h i t i  e t  Moorea, 

In 1968, t h e  state. of  employment w i t h i n  t h e  Moorea popu la t ion  w a s  as follows: 

- rate of employment w i t h i n  t h e  economica l ly  active popu la t ion  63 percen?; 

- importance of t r a d i t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  (food growing, f i s h i n g ,  
copra3  amongst t h e  employed members of t h e  p o p u I a t i o n  46 p e r c e n t  

i 



t 
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- importance o f  wages amongst î h e  economically a c t i v e  p o r t i o n  
of t h i s  popu la t ion  44 p e r c e n t  

A part of  î h e  salaried persons worked i n  Moorea for t h e  government ( n o t a b l y ,  
in p u b l i c  works) ,  on c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs, or i n  t h e  t o u r i s t  h o t e l s ;  t h e  rest  worked 
i n  Papeete on Tahi t i - -pr imar i ly  young workers who l i v e d  i n  Papee te  d u r i n g  t h e  week  
but  s p e n t  t h e i r  weekends i n  Moorea There  they  main ta ined  t h e ï r ,  permanent home. 

87 p e r c e n t  of t h e  i s l a n d v s  employed popu la t ion  Gorked on t h e  i s l a n d ;  3.3 percent 
worked o f f  t h e  i s l a n d .  Within t h e  87 percen t  employed i n  Moorea, 46 percent W e r e  
i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and f i s h i n g ,  and the remainder were d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  Categor ies :  

1) 13 p e r c e n t  w e r e  government employees ( p u b l i c  works, a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
f o r e s t r y  s e r v i c e ,  department  of educa t ion ,  h e a l t h ,  p o l i c e ) ;  

1 6 ' p e r c e n t  w e r e  s a l a r i e d  h o t e l  employees ( h o t e l s  and t h e  C l u b  Mediterranee);  

1 2  p e r c e n t , w e r e  employed in produc t ion  and services  induced b y  t h e  t o u r i s t  
t r a d e .  These inc luded :  

Ø 
2) 

3) 

a )  

b )  schooner  t r a n s p o r t  connec t ing  'Papeete .and Moorea, and t r u c k  t r a n s p o r t  

C)  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of t o u r ' i s t s  and v a c a t i o n e r s .  by passenge r - f r e igh t  , .  t r u c k s ,  , 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  1968, ex tens ion  o r  creation of h o t e l s ,  
r e s t a u r a n t s ,  C l u b  Medi te r ranée ,  p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e s )  ( 3  p e r c e n t ) ;  

' 

on Moorea ( 3  per ' cen t ) ;  ' 

t a x i s ,  mini-buses ,  ' e tc .  (1. p e r c e n t )  ; 

r e t a i l  b u s i n e s s  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  . t o u r i s t  t r a d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  shops' 
s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  s e l l i n g  pareus  ( c l o t h  wrgparounds), c u r i o s  and 

' r e l a t e d  i t e m s  t o  t h e  t o u r i s t s ,  and 'va r ious  i n d u s t r i a l  s e r v i c e s  ( 5  
p e r c e n t )  .. 

d )  

A s  f o r  j o b s  away from Moorea (13 p e r c e n t ) ,  t h e y  s p l i t  .up as fo l lows:  

- . 2  p e r c e n t  w e r e  government j o b s  mainly i n  Papee te ;  . 

- 1' p e r c e n t  were i n  h o t e l s  and r e s t a u r a n t s ' ;  

- . 3  p e r c e n t  w i t h  t h e  n u c l e a r  b,ase and the-.'?rsenal; 

, ,  

. .  

. .  . . - 

. .  . .  . '  
. .  

- 7 p e r c e n t  i n  o t h e r  c i v i l i a n  e n t e r p r i s e s .  . . .  
. , . ,  

. T h i s  e x h a u s t i v e  enumeration shows, a c r o s s .  a ' rangè 'of  a c t i v i t i e s , .  how impor tan t  
t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  w a s  even when it w a s  j u s t  beginning.  . .  . ' . -  . .  

Before t h e  1 9 6 0 ' ~ ~  t h e r e . w e r e  smal l  fami ly  h o t e l s  on Moorea t h a t  c a t e r e d ' t o  
, 

two groups:  a . l o c a 1  c l i e n t e l e  made up of c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  or t r a n s i e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  
. o r  l o c a l .  vaca t , ioners  , mainly Europeans o r '  D e m ' i s ;  and .  a few t o u r i s t s  ,' p r i m a r i l y  

. . . I  
Americans, who came t o  T a h i t i  by sea and l a t e r  by seaplane .  . 

. .  
I .  . -  

The modern t o u r i s t  t r a d e  start,ed on. t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  of  'Moorea, a t  Cook',s Bay . 
This  wave g radua l ly  grew a n d ' i n  some t e n  .,. , : (Paopao) and i n  t h e  ne ighbor ing  area. 

y e a r s  rea.ched t h e  .whole of  t h e  no r the rn  s e a  c o a s t  and even s p i l l e d . o v e r  i n t o  t h e  . " , 

. .  
o t h e r  s i d e s  of  t h e  t r i a n g l e  making- up t h e  i s l a n d .  . .  

. .  . .  . .  . .  
. .  

. ,  . .  . I: . .  
. -  

. .  . .  
. I .  

3. 

* .  

. .  . .  . .  
I .  

- .  
. .  

. .  
. .  

j .  

. .  

. .  
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Moo'rea tour i sm'  i n  its p r e s e n t  form is a ch i l ' d .o f  t h e  t r a v e l  bureaus  who ~. 
t a k e  cha rge  of  a c l i e n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  show h i m . t h e  b e a u t i e , s , a n d  charms of .. . 

. Polynes i a :  t o u r s  and excur s ions  around t h e  i s l a n d ,  c h a n t s  and f o l k  d'ances, and . .  
tama'ara'a' ( f e a s t s ) .  The necessary  i n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  . t h i s  Po lynes i an  ' s t y l e  t o u r i s m  
are the 'neo -Tah i t i an  s t y l e  bungalow h o t e l s ,  t h e  Pape'ete-Moorea b o a t ,  t h e  c o l o r f u l  . I 

passenge r - f r e igh t  t r u c k s ,  t h e  T a h i t i a n  ' e a r t h  oven, and t r o u p e s  of dancers .  .These 
i n g r e d i e n t s  have been made p a r t ' b f  t h e  package ' t ou r  t h a t  b r i n g s  v i s i t o r s ' f r o m  

' 

~ - 

For many o f  t h e  ' v i s i t o r s  t o  T a h i t i  p a r t  of  t he i r -  packkge inc:udes.'a 
t h e i r  c o u n t r y . o f  r e s i d e n c e ,  gu ides  them through P o l y n e s i a , ' a n d  then  b r i n g s  them 

Po lynes i an ,  l i f e  t h e r e  as ar ranged  by t h e  t r a v e l .  agenc ie s  ' i n  Papee te  and o rgan ized  

. .  
, .  home aga in .  

. day or two . i n  .Moorea: du r ing  which they  expexience a r e g u l a t e d  exposure  t o  
. , .  

by . the  t o u r i s t  h o t e l s  on Moorea. 
package t o u r  purchased  i n  Papee te .  )' 

( I n d i v i d u a l  t r a v e l e r s  o f t e n  v i s i t  Moorea on'.a 

. .  . .  
"This .hew " s t y l e  o f  : tour i sm.began  i n  the' i a t e ,  1950's when a Papee te  t r a v e l  

Th i s  magn i f i cen t ly  s i t e d  h o t e l  .has  grown .over  t h e  y e a r s ,  i ts  a c t i v i t i e s  
. agency .extended its , a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o  'Moorea b y '  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s m a l l  h o t e l  on Cook's 

Bay. 
i n c r e a s i n g  f.ivefol¿i between 1959 znd 1967. 
f e l t  .,among t h e  l o c a l .  popu la t ion  a s  , t h i s  hote.1 ex tended  its' " tour"  a c t i v i t i e s  
through u s i n g . l o c a 1  passenge r - f r e igh t  'tru'cks t o  t r a g s p o r t  t o u r i s t s  around t h e  
i s l a n d ,  th rough dance shows (wh ich , se rved  t o  s t i m u l a t e  dormant dancihg s k i l l s  
among i s l a n d e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  from t h e  a n c i e n t  v i l l a g e  o f  Temae) and through 
f e a s t s  ('which drew on t h e  l o c a l  product iòn  of: p i g s ,  t a r o ,  b r e a d f r u i t ,  cooking 

' 

The impact of t ou r i sm began' t o ' b e .  

' p l a i n t a i n s  and. o t h e r  , t r a d i t i o n a l  ' foods) .  . .  

During t h i s  e a r l y  per&od of moderate tou r i sm :.growth 'on t h e  n o r t h '  c o a s t  of 
1 .  . .  . .  Moorea' t w o  .developments s t a n d  o u t :  

. .  
. .  1) The i n c l u s i o n  of Borabora i n . t h e  i s l a n d  ' q tou r s ; "  s h o r t e n i n g  t h e  t o u r i s t s '  

. s t a y  in '  Moorea; ' 

2) The opening o f  a second h o t e l  s t a r t e d  bv a T a h i t i a n  b u t  soon taken  ove r  
by an American group., I t  is run by Americans who s p e c i a l i z e  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  
and welcoming Amer ican ' t ou r i s t s .  The dynamic energy of t he  h o t e l  i s  
remarkable. I t  is f r equen ted  by a l a r g e  c l i en te l e ,  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of r e l a x a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h o t e l  o f f e r s  him ( t o u r s  around t h e  
i s l a n d ,  p l e a s u r e s  of  t h e  sea, dance shows by t h e  Temae group,  and 
t a m a ' a r a ' a ) .  T h e i r  c l i e n t e l e  is p a r t l y  brought  i n  by t r a v e l  agenc ie s ,  and 
p a r t l y  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  h o z e l ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  p a r t i c u -  

.L l a r l y  among t r a v e l  agenc ie s  and a i r l i n e  pe r sonne l  t h e r e .  

Trading  schooners ,  a seap lane  be longing  t o  t h e  local a i r . S e r v i c e ,  and s i n c e  
1966 a t o u r i s t  boa t  b r o u g h t . t o u r i s t s  t o  t h e s e  two h o t e l  c e n t e r s .  
own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system and its own l i t t l e  network of s e r v i c e s  g r a v i t a t i n g  around 
it. Each has  employed a l a r g e  s t a f f  bo th  f o r  o p e r a t i o n  ( w a i t e r s ,  chamber maids, 
k i t c h e n  s taff ,  r e p a i r  and upkeep s e r v i c e s ,  garage)  as w e l l  as for t h e  e x t e n s i o n s  
(masons, cabinet-makers ,  c a r p e n t e r s ) .  The Temae dance  t r o a p  w a s  s p l i t  between t h e  
t w o  hotels :  % 

Each h a s  had its 

The t o u r i s t  trade o b t a i n e d  43 p e r c e n t  of its employees d i r e c t l y  from wi th in  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  of Paopao (6) and i t  may b e  estimated t h a t  it "Induced" two- th i rds  
.of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  by i n d i r e c t  or d i r e c t  demand f o r  labor. 

The Paopao t o u r i s t  t r a d e  h a s  c r e a t e d  its double  i n  ne ighbor ing  Maharepa. 
T h i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e  o f  D e m i s  and Tahk t i ans  as pictured by E", Ravault  ( 7 )  

t h e  p o l a r i z a t i o n  of the village p e o p l e ' s  act ivi t ies  t h a t  it brought ,about .  
ated into a touris t  c e n t e r  w i t h  t h e  Tmplantat ion of t h e  Bmericaa.hote1 i n  1963 

a manner of speak ing ,  t h e  h o t e r  "digested" t h e  v i l l a g e .  Besides t h i s ,  it 
attracted o r  aroused  i n d i r e c t l y  through what Z ca l l  the "effect of sugges t ion , ' '  a 
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S e t ' o f  new a c t i v i t i e s  connected w i t h  tou r i sm t h a t  t u r n e d  Maharepa i n t o  a second 
Paopao . 

I n  1967, b u n d i n g  w a s  i n  f u l l  sway i n  Naharepa-Paopao. Maharepa w a s  p r e f e r r e d  
ove r  Paopao because of. i t s  drier cl,imate and  clearer weather. 
built hous ing  in .o rder  to lodge t h e  .new European a r r i v a l s  ( h o t e l  s taff ,  teachers, 
etc.) and because t h e  weekends began t o  attract  peop le  from Papee te .  
bought l a n d  and b u i l t  dwel l ings .  
and bamboo s t y l e  of a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
shop in h i s  group of bungalows, 
a p a r e u  p r i n t i n g  workshop. 
i ce  manufac tur ing  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  Moorea. 
new b u i l d i n g s  appeared which w e r e  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  empty s p a c e  between t h e  two 
t o u r i s t  complexes: 

Some 'Tah i t i ans  

Europeans 
There  w a s  a r a g e  f o r  t h e  neo-Tahi t ian pandanus 

One of t h e s e  new b u i l d e r s  i n s t a l l e d  a cur io  I 

S i m i l a r l y ,  one of t h e  two shops added as a n  annex 

To t h e  West, between Maharepa and Paopao, 
To t h e  E a s t  of Maharepa, a European s t a r t e d  t h e  F i r s t  . 

' 1967-68: The Maharepa phenomenon , "the demonst ra t ion  e f f e c t "  which ended 
bp c r e a t i n g  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  a double  of t h e  Paopao h o t e l  complex, teFded  to 

occur  aga in  on t h e  North-West c o r n e r  of-Moorea w i t h  t h e  Club Mediterranee which 
c a t e r e d  t o  a s m i l a r  c l i e n t e l e ,  and f e a t u r e d  t h e  classic " t o u r , "  t he reby  s t i m u l a t i n g  
a p ro fus ion  of annex s e r v i c e s  and a p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of e n t e r p r i s e s  f o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  
t o u r i s t  s. 

This  year of 1968 w a s  a l s o  noteworthy f o r  f r e e i n g  Moorea îrom be ing  an 
enc lave  i n  i ts r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  T a h i t i :  t . h i s  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  inaugura t ion  of 
an a i r p o r t  i n  Temae on t h e  North-East c o r n e r  f o r  l i t t l e  p l a n e s  t r a n s p o r t i n g  some 
f i f t e e n  passengers .  Un t i l . t k~ ' en  t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  niade u s e  of  t r a d i n g  schooner s  
making Moorea: more than  an hour away from Papee te .  From then  on,  Moorea,was 
only  seven minutes  .away from t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t  - i n  Faaa and open t o  mass 
tou r i sm t h a n k s  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a . t r u e  a i r  l i f t  o r  a i r  bri'dge between t h e  
two i s l a n d s .  From t h a t  t i m e  on, h o t e l s ,  . c u r i o  shops ,  t .axi  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  c a r  r e n t a l s  
m u l t i p l i e d . .  The new h o t e l . i n s t a l l a t i o n s  s tumbled a long  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  . b u t ,  
' l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e ,  t h e  c l i e n t e l e  fo l lowed,  and p r o g r e s s i v e l y  t h e  new h o t e l s  began 
t o  f u l l y  f u n c t i o n .  Thus, on bo th  ' t h e  North-Best and North-East c o r n e r s  and between 
t h e  two bays  of Cook and Opunohu, and a t  Maharepa new p r o j e c t s  b e g a n . t o  s p r i n g  up. 
T h i s ' n o r t h e r n  a r e a . o f  Moorea w a s  t h e  s i t e  ò f . m o s t  of t h i s  new tou r i sm expans ion ,  
w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s . r e m a i n e d ' f a i r l y  , s tà t ion .a ry  9s new economic e n t e r p r i s e s  
tended  ' to  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  ear l ier .  e x i s t i n g  e lements .  one .with anoth,er ,  t o  weld t h e h  
t o g e t h e r .  
framework b o t h ' o n t o  t h e  South-West and t h e  Sout-h-East c o a s t s .  

From t h e  r e p l y  t o  t h i s  ques t ion , , , qne  may draw conc lus ions  about  t h e  s t i m u l a t i n g  
and m u l t i p l i c a t i v e  c h a r a c t &  of  t ou r i sm w i t h i n  t h e  economic system. 
would 'have been u n h e s i t a n t l y  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  i f  o t h e r  î a c t o r s , h a d  n o t  e n t e r e d  

. 

There was,  however, some tendency f o r  development t o  s p i l l  o u t  of t h i s  

', . . .  
Can t h e  c r e a t i o n  ' o f  t h i s  area and its, expansion be a t t r i b u t e d  ' t o  tourism?'  

The r e p l y  
' 

. .  
, . .  i n t o  p l a y . '  I . .  . .  

' 1) In  1967., .*before t h e  advent  Bf a i r  s h u t t l e  ' se r f ice  between .Papeete and 
Moorea,, one of . the  two h o t e l s  i n ,  t h e  Maharepa-Paopao' s e c t o r ,  w a s  s lumber ing;  
t h e  o t h e r ,  f u l l y  .active,  w a s  f u n c t i o n i n g  almost  i n  a c l o s e d  c i rc le ;  
a s i d e  from t h e  salaries, pafd  b y  t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s .  (bu t  , t hey  r ep res , en ted  
on ly  a p a r t .  of t h e  sa1,aries ea rned  i n  t h e  'whole s e c t o r )  t h e  St i InUl&ting 
. e f f e c t s  were s l i g h t .  .The economic r e a - l i t y  Say e l sewhere  i n  t h e  Coming. 
t o g e t h e r  of a b a s i n  area of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of 
be ing  r econve r t ed . and  a .consumer environment of. Eúropeans, '  D e m i s ,  and, . 

. .  

. Chinese i n s t a l l e d  the re , ,  .opening  up a n  Dut1e-t. f o r  l o c a l  produce. and having  
. . a s t i m u l a t ï n g  , e f f e c t  on t h e  nea rby  human environment, 

* .  

2 )  The i n n e r  Paopao b a s i n  w a s  i n  a. s t a t e  of complete rec .onversion:  
- J  D e m i s  Po lynes i an '  and Ch inese  c u l t i v a t o r s  had r ep laced  v a n i l l a  growing 

.dynamic 

. .  
. .  ,. 

. . _  . .  
. .  . .  

. .  
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' wi th -marke t  garden c rops  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  market. 'and, t he .  Papee te  markTt, 
.L , a n d  w i t h  p ineapple  growing. Paopao showed the. way, s i n c e  fo l lowed i.n 

o t h e r  areas foPchangeover  2rom t h e . f o r m e r  T a h i t i a n  system 0 f . a g r i c u l t u I - e  . 
. .  t o  a commercial sys t em,o f  a g r i c d t u r e  des igned  t o - s a t i s f y  t h e  l o c a l  market :  

t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a T a h i t ï a n  wage economy; 

32' . A secondary.schoo1 c o l l e g e  w a s .  opened- i n  Paopao. , ' Tha t  meant t e a c h i n g  
s t a f f  and p u p i l s  coming i n  from' a l l  ove r  t h e  ï s l a n a  t o , l i v e  i n  t h e  

, v i r t u a l l y  empty i n l a n d  area p f  t h i s  par t  of  Moorea , 'opening  up s e v e r a l  
' p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  P u b l i c  and p r i v a t e . i n v e s t m e n t s  fo l lówed,  giving. work t o  

constcuct , ioh e n t e r p r i s e s  an'd c r e a t i n g  employment i n  t h e  Polynes ian  

Paopao d i d  not ' . escape  t h e  ' a t t r a c t i o n  fo r .  wage ' l a b o r e r s  e x e r t e d  by 
Papee te  du r ing  t h e  boom y e a r s  o f . t ' h e  T a h i t ï a n  economy i n  1967-68. 
i n f u s i o n  of money ea rned  by t h o s e  who'took j o b s  i n  Papeete', p l u s  easy  
c r e d i t ,  l e d  t o  investment  i n  homes, ( f o l l o w i n g  D e m i s ,  ,and European models ) ,  
and hence. a boom i n  c o n s t r u c t ï o n ,  .as w e l l . a s  t h e  launching  of new 'en te r -  

' t h e  commercial izat ion o f . a g r i c u l t u r e  for i n t e r n a l  needs  goes a long  w i t h  
. .  

. .  
, neighborhood i n  t h e  Paopao reg ion .  

. . .  ,4) 
The 

. .  
, 

' . p r i s e s ,  no tab ly  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  . : ,  
e .  . .  ' 

The s u c c e s s  of  t h e  Paopao-Maharepa s e c t o r  w a s  due f 0 . a  combination of f a c t o r s .  
More e x a c % l y , ' t o u r i s m  developed,  thanks  t o  p l a n e  service,  i n  t h e  mids t  of f a v o r a b l e  
f a c t o r s : , .  t h e  reconvers ion  of  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  bas in ; '  t h e  e ,x i s tehce .of  a r e x a t i v e l y  
l a r g e  marke t -o f  consumers w i t h  a h igh  s t a n d a r d .  of l i v i n g ;  and .t.he e x i s t e n c e  of 
a v a i l a b l e  maney among t h e  people  c r e a t e d  i n  . t h i s  r eg ion  of Moorea an environment , 
f a v o r a b l e  t o  t a k i n g  up t h e  innova t ions  i n h e r e n t  i n  t o u r i s t i c  growth. 
serv.ices r e q u i r e d  by t h e  sudden 'exparis ion,of  t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  upon t h e  opening  of 
t h e  Temae ' a i rpo r t ,  f o r  example,' had no t  been o b t a i n a b l e  from s u p p . l i e r s , i n  Moorea,.. 
t h e r e . i s  no doubt- t h a t  Papee te  f i r m s  would. have s u p p l i e d  them, i n  whicli case t h e  
Moorea people  would g e t  o n l y  salaries from t h e  t o u r i s t  trade,. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  four i sm 
development; a long  w i t h  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of an agglomera te  of  D e m i s  1Fndowners and 
of t e a c h e r s  wi%h a h igh  s t a n d a r d  of  l i v i n g ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  appearance of  complemen- 
t a r y  services  (bus iness ,  r e p a i r s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t ï o a ) ,  l ed  to. t h e  b i r t h  of  a form of 
u r b a n i z a t i o n  running  a l o n g  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  b e l t  road.. T h i s  urban .growth ,  i d  
t u r n ,  l e d  'to a new i n f l u x - o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a t t racted by t h e  presence  of a c l i è n t e l e  
of  r e s i d e n t s  and t o u r i s t s ,  and of  people  from Papee te  s e t t i z i g  up secondary  r e s i d e n c e s  
' t he re .  

If t h e  

Tourism p l u s  a commercial t ype  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  p l u s  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

This  c o r e  grew under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of new developments: 
phenomenon (permanent andtemporary) t o g e t h e r  c r e a t e d  a p o l e  or c o r e  of- growth on 
t h e  North &ore of  Moorea. 

- h o t e l  developments i n  t h e  empty s p a c e s ,  

- an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  development based  upon t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  Opunohu 
Val ley  l a n d s  ( a  p r a c t i c a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c h o o l  p l u s  'an exper imenta l  s t a t i o n  
p l u s  a t o u r i s t  s i te ,  viewpoint  and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  sites). 

- t h e  growth of b u s i n e s s e s  and s e r v i c e s .  

With a few gaps,  t h i s  co re  o f  growth goes  from s o u t h  of t h e  a i r p o r t  t o  t h e  Eas t  
until up to  and beyond t h e  Northwest c o m e r  of t h e  i s l a n d .  
have? 

What e f f e c t s  d i d  it 

' 11 -It cut Xoorea i n t o  two regions:  in a c t i v i t i e s  and i n  landscape  t h e r e  is 
a marked contrast  between t h e  north coast o f  Bloorea, and t h e  souTh-east 
and south-west coasts. That  is a p r imary  boundary de te rmined  by t h e  core. 



2) Not everyone l i v i n g  a long  t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  w a s  e q u a l l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h i s  
growth. From t h e  head of an e n t e r p r i s e ,  t o  t h e  o p e r a t o r  of seryices, t o  
t h e  o r d i n a r y  s a l a r i e d  worker, t o  t h e  person  w i t h  noth ing ,  t h e r e  are 
v a r y i n g  degrees  of i n t e g r a t i o n  wnich a l l o w s  us t o  t a l k  of a second boundary. 

A p a r t  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  had n o t  been i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h i s  growth from t h e  
pole a n d  t ended  t o  look at  the t o u r i s t  u n i t s  as w e 1 1  as t h e  European t each ing  colony 
as some s o r t  of f o r e i g n  b o d i e s .  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  s o u t h e r n  ha l f  o f  Moorea, whose pr imary  r e s o u r c e  had become wage 
l a b o r .  Por h a l f  of them t h i s  meant working i n  Papee te ,  w i t h  i ts i m p l i c a t i o n s :  
t h e  tiresome coming and going  between t h e  v i l l a g e  of  r e s i d e n c e  and t h e  place of 
work and t h e  temporary break-up of t h e  f a m i l y .  

- 

This  s ta te  of affairs connec t s  up w i t h  t h a t .  of t h e  

Furthermore,  i n  t h e  urbanized  n o r t h e r n  r e g i o n ,  as i n  a l l  cases of unplanned 
and u n c o n t r o l l e d  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  a , b a r b a r o u s  series of a c t i o n s  occurred :  mountain 
s l o p e s  w e r e  c u t ,  l a n d  w a s  l e v e l e d ,  terraces w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  and then  b u i l d i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  would b e  g iven  up f o r  a while .  The t r a s h  heaps  of i n d u s t r i a l  civil iza- 
t i o n  appeared h e r e  and t h e r e ;  t h e  lagoon s u f f e r e d  f r o m  e x t r a c t i o n s  of "coral SOUP'' 
f o r  s u r f a c i n g  t h e  roads ;  and t h e  roads  were widened and graded so  t h a t  t h e  au to-  
m o b i l i s t s  might speed (and break  t h e  t r a f f i c  r e g u l a t i o n s ) .  In s h o r t ,  t h e  landscape  

' w a s  thrown i n t o  a s t a t e  o f  havoc. 
t h e  c o n t r a s t  is e loquen t .  

I n  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  s epaxa t ing  1969 from- 1.974, 

'And t h e r e  i s  more: t h e  t h i r d  gene ra t ion  of h o t e l s  has  .appeared -on Moorea. 
They are . s t i l l ' _ i n  t h e  bungalow s t y l e  bu t  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a &uXUriOUSneSS 
t h a t  r e q u i r e s  i n p u t s  and r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  p l a c e  them beyond t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  
t h e  Po lynes i an  human environment can o f f e r .  Of cour se ,  t o  f l a t t e r  t h e  tastes of 
t h e  c l i e n t e l e ,  t h e  c r e a t o r s  of t h e  h o t e l s  des igned  developments which w e r e  t h e  
e x a c t  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  1 i t t l e ' P o l y n e s i a n  S , m i l y  h o t e l .  
a ' r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  Po lynes i ans  t o  t h e . r o l e  of suppl . ie rs  of u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r ,  because 
a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  h o t e l  Set-up invo lves  a degree  of s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of 
employees'which would t e n d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  T a h i t i a n s  from t h e  h o t e l  i n d u s t r y .  

' . 

In t h e  lqng  run  t h i s  means, 

The conc lus ion  t h a t  I draw from t , h i s  a n a l y s i s  is t h e  fo l lowing : '  A s  t h e  Moorea 
, example shows-, t h e r e  is' a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  T a h i t i a n  t o u r i s m  between, on t h e  one 

hand, t h e  d y n h i c  f o r c e  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t ou r i sm aiming a t . r e - c r e a t i n g  (o r , even  
. more, ,magnifying)' i n  t h e  . t o u r i s t  areas. t h e  comfort 'khat a c l i e n t e l e  w i t h  a h igh  

s t a n d a r a  ~f l i v i n g  i s  f a m i l i a r  wi%h (or 6 t  l ea s t  d reams 'o f )  and, on t h e . o t h e r  hand, 
that.whFch a b e à u t i f u 1 , b u t  poor count ry ,  wkere ' the  .tourist t r a d e  must b e  a key elemeni 
i n  t h e  economy, c a n d f f e r .  A un ique  Polynes ian  tour i sm .formula i s . . c a l l e d  f o r  t o  ' I 

r e c o n c i l e  t h e s e  t w o  condi t ions . ,  Such a ;ormula would.make i t " p o S , s i b l e '  f o r  t h e  ' 
whole popu la t ion  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  and.would a l s o  .be accep tab le  t o  t h e  c l i e ' n t e l e  
who would adap t  t o . i t .  I w t h i s  way tou r t sm could  become more of a: means of 
d i v e r s i o n ,  of  making acqua in tances , .  arid of l e i s u r e  ' f o r  people  t h a n . a  . .  f i n a n c i a l  

. 

b u s i n e s s  dominated b y ,  money. . .  

. . -  
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