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A t  Lake Guiers near Picharrl- ' lbll,  .Senenal, Acrocep.5alus rufescens Ccmrs in  
Ute saw k i d  of TyFha bxls a s  the P.frica7 u& '.!ukder A .  baeticatus, ' 

which has r ecen t ly  h n  founr! to be r a c i a l l y  d i s t i n c t  (Colston b t'ore1 1984) 
In t h e  past, e f f o r t s  to descrite t h i s  mst northhesterr! p w l a t i o n  of 
rufesccns have su f fe red  f r a n  a lack of " q x r a t i v e  material (mrel 6 Fmx 
1962). In  order  to e s t a b l i s h  t h e  iden t i ty  of these b i r d s  CJM was ab le  tn 
collcc: s i n n l e  a d u l t  females i n  P p r i l  and DecemSer 1983 and f i v e  adu l t  
mles i n  Apr i l  1984. The specimens wre suksequently fonFirded to the  
'British Museum (Natural  H i s t o r y )  ( W t W  for  appra isa l .  PIT, who examin& 
the series, c o n f i m e 5  that the birds wre qreyer-brown, less rufous a t w e  
than ncminate rufescens an3 whi ter  below than any of the foreooina races  in 
Africa,  rufescens, chadensis, niloticus, foxi or ansorgei and rep resen t  a 
d i s t i n c t  form, f o r  which w provide the n m ,  

Acrocephalus rufescens seneçalensis subsp. Ilov. 

Holotype M u l t  f e r a l e  ( in f r e s h  plumsge): I d e  miers, near RicharcXbll, 
Senmal ,  115~25'?:, 15°42'1<, 10 LXcwker 1983. Collecte2 by D r  G . J .  mrel, 
collcctc.rs nux%r 10-27W. Ldoed in the P r i t l s h  btdsmun (Natural  His'sry), 
7?inn,  9:. >a. 1984-6-1. 

Lescription When v e d  with ncminate rufpscens (smithern Niaer ia  to 
northern h a o l a )  the u p e r p a r t s  are qreyer-hoin, less rufous  in appearance 
and there is a d i s t i n c t  g rey i sh  cast to the head and nape. 
s ides  o f  t h e  head and neck are paler ash-- a& the lores are +hiter. ' 

The underpar t s  are also very .wllicl lookinq by m i s o n ,  even whi te r  tha? 
t he  palest race  chadensis. 
breast, telly and d e r t a i l  coverts are o f f%hi t e ,  or very f a i n t l y  f r inoed  
pale t u f f  on t h e  f l anks .  
rufescens. 

The earixxrerts, 

The ch in  anil throat are pu-e white, while the 

l\'inns and ta i l  are s l i q h t l y  darker  brown thïm 

Colours of soft parrs at time of collecting Iris ches tnu t ,  leas and f e e t  
Fey-brown, b i l l  l i n h t  brmn with a paler h e r  m n d i b l e .  

.b!easure~nts of type lqinn ( f l a t t ened)  79 mn, tail 66 mn. d m e n  frcm base 
of s k u l l  23 m, t a r s u s  29 m., w i q h t  19.5 gim a t  time o f  c o l l e c t i n q .  

Preeding and distribution As this reed warbler appear&. a l m s t  impossible 
to secure .wi th  mist-nets C a !  decir?& to l u re  thm Out  of t h e i r  recess & 
usinq a t a p  r e a x d i n q  made of  the m a t e  form i n  Niner ia .  The reac t ion  
to the tape v.as remarkably s w i f t ,  althouoh C a l  ScOn discwered that the 
s i z e  of the p p i l s t i o n  tas  r a t h e r  rmsll  Ln o x p a r i s o n  with A. baeticacus 
(which is ev iden t ly  n i m m i s  a t  I d l e  Chiers). 
one pair was found i n  atout every 0.5-1 ha of Typha M s .  
m l l e p d  on 26 p p r i l  was in bred iw corvlition vith an e n l a r q d  ovary 

J d q i n a  f r a n  the respmse, 
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Table 1 Measurements of Acrocephalus rufescens senegalensis a7d A .  r .  
ruf escens 

A. r .  senegalensì: A. I. rufescens 

5 males 2 females 10 males 10 females 

74-75 (74.6) 73, 74 (73.5) 69-76 (73.4) 66-73 (70.1) 

Tail 68-72 (70.2) 65, 66 (65.5) 64-72 (67.7) 61-69 (65.4) 

R i l l  21.5-23 (22.1) 21, 23 (22) 20-23 (22.4) 21-22 (21.5) 

Tarsus 28-29 (28.4) 27, 29 (28) 28-30 (29.3) 27-39 (28.2) 

Weight 20-21 (20.4) 19.5, 23 (21.25) - - 
.---- .- ... . - - ..._ 

$%~ZEY Yn 'menthesis. 

(ovules to 3 m) and the five males taken tebeen 24 and 26 Zqril ha-? 
enlarged mnads (4-5 mn), so that the smies m l d  aqxar to hak a 
breeding regirre similar to that of A .  baeticatus, which also breeds there 
in MaWune and like that species, April adults show sure d w e e  of wear to 
their P1-e. 
shcwn in Hall and Mreau's Atlas (1970) : 
( R .  de Naurois, p r s .  cum.). The Atlas does not shm any other records 
west of 
c m  kt"&dge  there is only one other r-rd, of a bird cauqht alonq the 
Niger i n  Mimosa pigra at Ramako in "!!r (hmrche 1981). 

In West Africa only tws kcalit-ies for A .  rufescens are 
Lake Cuiprs, and near W a r  

alona the "st or tetween t lad and ~ e n g a l ,  to the best of 
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IBnnees mwlles SIU l'avifaune du Seneoal. 
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