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Le c r a b e  g i r a f e  í R a n i n a  r a n i n a )  e s t  p r d r e n t  
dans  t o u t  1 ' o c t r n  t r o p i c a l ,  p a c i f i q u e  
( H a u a i i ,  Japon,  F o r r o s e ,  P h i l i p p i n e s . - . ) ,  
a i n s i  que dans  l ' o c e a n  I n d i e n .  Les 2 
g r a n d e s  pecheries .au monde s o n t  cel les  
d 'Hawai i  q u i  a d e b u t 6  a v a n t  1950 e t  cel,le du 
Queens land  e n  A u s t r a l i e  d o n t  l ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  
r e m o n t e  a 1970. 

Daas . . l 'oc,rn I n d i e n  o c c i d e n t a l ,  a u c u n s .  
granda pCcher i e  c o r m e r c i a l e  n ' e x i s t e ,  seules 
2 p e t i t e s  e x p l o i t a t i o n s  s o n t  p r C s e n t e s  a l a  
RCunion e t  l ' f l e  Haur ice  C s t a t i s t i q u e s  non 
d i s p o n i b l e s ) .  Ha i s  i l  es t  p r o b a b l e  q u e  le 
crabe g i r a f e  s o i t  p r t s e n t  d a n s  les c a p t u r e s  
a n n e x e s  d e  c e r t a i n e s  pecherics au c h a l u t ,  
n o t a i r e n t  au c h a l u t  a c r e v e t t e s .  

C e t  a r t i c l e  ,se propose d e  d t c r i r e  l e  
dCVe2OppeRent d e  c e t t e  n o u v e l l e  'FCcherie eu 
S e y c h e l l e s ,  ses t e c h n i q u e s  e t  ses c a p t u r e s .  , 

Q u e l q u e s  C l h e n t s  d e  b i o l o g i e  s e r o n t  
p r o p o s e s .  

Les r x e ? p I e s  Hawaïen e t  A u s t r a l i e n  s e r o n t  
f rbqucmmen t c i t e s .  

1 .  HISTORIQUE DE LA PECHERIE SEYCHELLOISE 

IA ECHE AU CRABE GIRAFE - L'WERIENCE E S  SEYCHELLES 

THE "A CRAB FISHERY - THE. SEYCHELLES EXPERIENCE 

Le  crabe g i r a f e  e t  s i g n a l &  pour l e  p r e 8 i ) t - e  
f o i s  a u x  S e y c h e l l e s  par R a t c l i f f e  (1976) qui 
a v e c  l a  D i v i s i o n  d e s  pechcs s e y c h e l l o i s e  
c a p t u r a  e n  1974 e t  1975 au f i l e t  r a i l l a n t  
l es  p r e m i e r s  i n d i v i d u ç .  

Plu#+ de 10 a n n e s  a p r b s ,  l ' A u t o r i t 8  d e 5  
Peches s e y c h e l l o i s e  CSFA) m i t  e n  p l a c e  y n  
programme d e  p r o s p e c t i o n  d e  cet te  ressource 
auec  l ' a s s i s t a n c e  t e c h n i q u e  d e  l a  C E E ,  L e s  
r e s u l t a t s  d ' o c t o b r e  1986 a f 4 v r i e r  1987 . 
f u r e n t  t r t s  emcourahjeants e t  dBs mars 1987, . 
2 b a t e a u x  c o r r e r c i a u x  se c o n s a c r a i e n t  P 
c e t t e  peche. 

Les dbbarquemen t s  d ' o c t o b r e  1986 O Rai 1987 
s ' k l & v e n t  P ?,t d o n t  ?,t p r o v i e n n e n t  de 

m a j o r i t 4  der c r a b e s  est vendue  k une sOCi4te 
p a r a l t a t i q u e  d e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  de p [ Q d u i t S r  1. 
S e y c h e l l e s  H a r k e t i n g  Board,  f i s h  D i v i s i o n ,  k 
e n u i r o n ' 3 0  RS le ki; lo  (6RS I. 1 USI). Face A 
un i m p o r t a n t  a f f l u x  d e  ce nouveau  p r o d u i t ,  
q u e l q u e s  p r o b l h e s  d e  c o m u e r c i a l i s a t i o n  se 
p o s e n t ,  e t  l e  SHE n ' a c h b t e  plus d e  crabes 
a v a n t  d' ,couler une p a r t i e  d e  ses s t o c k s ,  
Un march4 d ' e x p o r t a t i o n  e s t  h l ' l t u d r  re 3 
t o n n e s  o n t  d e j a  e t ¿  e x p o r t C e o  v e r s  l a  
RCunion où l e  p r o d u i t  e s t  dcie  connu  e t  se 
vend & un p r i x  d l e v c ) .  

c a p t u r e r  c o m m e r c i a l e s  ( t a b l .  1 J .  La 

CEE aupres de la SFA W < 

I n  t h e  w e s t e r n  I n d i a n  Ocean, t h e r e  are Only 
t w o  s m a l l  f i s h e r i e s ,  i n  M a u r i t i u s  and 
Reunion,  f o r  which n o  statistics are 
a v a i l a b l e .  These  c r a b s  may however e x i s t  i n  
t h e  b y c a t c h  of shr imp t r a w l e r s .  

T h i s  a r t i c l e  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  t h e  development  
of a f i s h e r y  i n  S e y c h e l l e s ,  t h e  f i s h i n g  
t e c h n i q u e s  and l a n d i n g s ,  as w e l l  as s o m e  
b i o l o g i c a l  p a r a m e t e r s .  Comparison w i  11 be 
made w i t h  t h e  Hawaiian and A u s t r a l i a n  

* f 3 g h e r i e s .  

I. HISTORY O F  THE SEYCHELLES FISHERY 

The .Kona c r a b  w a s  f i rs t  r e p o r t e d  i n  
S e y c h e l i e s  by R a t c i i f f e  (1976) who, w i t h  t h e  
S e y c h e l l e s  F i s h e r i e s  D i v i s i o n ,  c a u g h t  t h e  
f i r s t  s p e c i m e n s  w i t h  g i l l  n e t s  in 1974 a* 
1975. More t h a n  10 y e a r s  l a te r ,  tk  
S e y c h e l l e s  F i s h i n g  A u t h o r i t y  (SFA), i n  tf& 

cal assi s t a n c e  
f o r  them a g a i n .  
F e b r u a r y  1987, 
ng,  and as of 
v e s s e l s  e n t e r e d  

The Kona c r a b  (Ranina r a n i n a )  i r  found 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t r o p i c a l  P a c i f i c  Ocean 
( H a w a i i ,  J a p a n ,  Taiwan, P h i l l i p i n e o . .  .) a5 

w e l l  as i n  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean. The t w o  major 
f i s h e r i e s  are t h o s e  of H a w a i i ,  which s t a r t e d  
p r i o r  t o  1950, and of Queens land  i n  
A u s t r a l i a  which h a s  o p e r a t e d  s i n c e  1970- 

c o n t e x t  of an -EEC t e c h n  
programme, s t a r t e d  t o  s e a r c h  
Between October  1986 and 
r e s u l t s  w e r e  very e n c o u r a g  
March 1987, t w o  c o m m e r c i a l  
t h e  f i s h e r y .  

Between October  1986 and May 1987, l a n d i n g s  
t o t a l l e d  9 .4t ,  of which 7.2t w e r e  f r o m  t h e  
c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r y  (Tab1.e 1). Most of t h e  
c r a b s . a r e  s o l d  t h r o u g h  a p a r a s t a t a l  company, 
. t h e  Seychel les ;  Marke t ing  Board, F i s h  
" D i v i s i o n  ( S M B ) ,  a t  a p r o d u c e r  p r i c e  of a b o u t  
Rs.30/kg ( R s . 6  = $1). The SMB h a s  had 
p r o b l e m s  s e l l i n g  50 much of a new p r o d u c t  
and  now o n l y  p u r c h a s e s  c r a b  a f t e r  h a v i n g  
s o l d  s o m e  of its s t o c k .  Expor t  m a r k e t i n g  
t r ia l s  are afoot,  and 2 t  h a v e  a l r e a d y  been  
e x p o r t e d  t o  RBunion where t h e  kona c r a b  is 

'known and  is s o l d  f o r  a h i g h  p r s c e .  

I I .  FISHING TECHNIQUES 

Kona c r a b s  are commonly c a u g h t  w i t h  h o o p n e t s  
which are made up of a n  i r o n  r i n g  a b o u t  Im 
i n  d i a m e t r e ,  hung l o o s e l y  w i t h  a d o u b l e  
l a y e r  of n e t t i n g  ( u s u a l l y  5 c m  s t r e t c h e d  
mesh) ;  10 t o  20 h o o p n e t s  are s t r u n g  a t  1 O ' t t o  
20m i n t e r v a l s  on a l o n g l i n e .  The n e t s  are 
b a i t e d ,  p r e f e r a b l y  w i t h  - f r e s h  b o n i t o ,  %d 
e a c h  set las ts  40 m i n u t e s  on a v e r a g e .  The 
crabs, which are c a r n i v o r o u s ,  are meshed by 
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t h e  l e g s .  Up t o  50 c r a b s  h a v e  been c a u g h t  ~ ,, 
on a s i n g l e  n e t ,  b u t  a v e r a g e  c a t c h e s  are 1 
t o  4. 
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2. LA..TECHHIQUE V E  FECHE 

cap tu fCs  avec des 
11 s ' a o i t  d ' u n  

~ ~ e r c l e  de f e r  d ' e n v i r o n  1 &tre de d i a r e t r e  
r e c o u v e r t  d ' u n e  d o u b l e  nappe d e  f i l e t  
m a i l l a n t  ( n a i l l e  e t i r t e  d ' e n v i r o n  SC.); 10 P 
20 b a l a n c e s  s o n t  æontCcs,  espacCes d e  10 P 
20m, s u r  une f i l i b r e  p r i n c i p a l e ,  L a  b a l a n c e  
est;rappatCe,  p r e f C r e n t i e l I e m c n t  a v e c  d e  l a  
b o n i t e  f r a i c h e ,  e t  I a i s s C c  en peche e n v i r o n  
une q u a r r n t a i n c  d e  m i n u t e s .  L e  c r a b e  
g i r a f e ,  c h r n i v o r e ,  v i e n t  r a i l l e r  s e s  p a t t e s  
dans l e  f i l e t  s a n s  pouvoir ~ ' C c h a p p e r .  Les 
t a u x  d e  capture p e u v e n t  a t e i n d r e  j u s q u a &  30 
c r a b e s  par b a l a n c e ,  m a i s  v a r i e n t  en gCnOr.1 
e n t r e  1 & 4 c r a b e s  par c a r r e l e t .  , 

L e s  b a t e a u x  i æ p l i q u t s  dans  cet te  peche a u x  
S e y c h e l l e s  s o n t  d e  t a i l l e s  t r&s  v a r i a b l e s :  
6,. A i4a s e l o n  l e s  zones de peche e t  
u t i l i s e n t  e n  -moyenne 4 f i l i b r e s  d e  15 
b a l a n c e s .  L a  duree d e  l a  rarCe v a r i e  e n t r e  
1 e t  4 ì o u r s  e t  . les  c r a b e s  s o n t  c o n s e r v C s  
sur  grace .  

f 

3. LES z u w s  V E  PECHE 

L e  c r a b e  g i r a f e  e s t  un c r a b e  fouisseur d o n t  
l ' h s b i t a t  est c o n s t i t u ¿  d e  v a s t e s  z o n e s  d e  
s a b l e  d o n t  l a  f r a c t i o n  f f n e  es t  i m p o r t a n t e .  
On le t r o u v e  s u r t o u t  dans  ¿es f o n d s d e  30 P 
50r .  En. A u s t r a l i e ,  (Braun ,  1 9 8 6 )  i l  e s t  
s i g n a l 4  d e . 0  A 80. d e  p r o f o n d e u r  e t  B H a u e i i  
(YANSANT, i9782 d e  2 d 2 0 0 ~ .  Il s e w b l e r a i t  
q u ' a u x  S e y c h r J J e s ,  i l  s o i t  present Fur 
l ' e n s e r b 1 e  d u  p la t eau  ' d e  Hahe, 18 o& l e  
s u b s t r a t  est  adCqua te ,  n a i s  a v e c  d e s  
d e n s i t e s  p a r f o i s  t r e s  v a r i a b l e s ,  

4 .  ETUDES EH COURS ET P R E H I E R S  RESULTATS 

La s e c t i o n  r e c h e r c h e  de Ia S F A  es t  
r e s p o n s a b l e  de  s t a t i s t i q u e s  d e  p e c h e  
í c a p t u r e s ,  e f f o r t  e n  nombre de b a l a n c e s  
pos4esJ et a m i s  e n . p l a c e  un programme d e  
b i o l o a i e  pour c o n n a i t r e  les c a r a c t C r i s t i q u e s  
d e  l a  p o p u l a t i o n :  

Le t a b l e a u  2 donne l e s  r C s u l t a t s  
p r e l i m i n a i r e s  de c e t t e  C t u d e  e t  I t s  compare 
A c e u x  d 'Hawaii  e t  d ' A u s t r a l i e .  

5 .  LES AUTRES P E C H E R I E S  : 
LES EXEtfPLES HAWAIEN ET AUSTRALIEH 

Haueii  e x p l o i t e  d e p u i s  l o n g t e a p s  le c r a b e  
g i r a f e ,  l e s  p r e i i P r e s  s t a t i s t i q u e s  r e m o n t e n t  
a 1950, les c a p t u r e s  a n n u e l l e s  max imales  
s ' C I C v e n t  A 18,8t en  1968 e t  29,Zt  e n  1972. 
3 A 4 b a t e a u x  s o n t  ConCernCs, a t e m p s  
p a r t i e l ,  par c e t t e  p e c h e r i e .  L e s  c r a b e s  
s o n t  conservCs  e t  v e n d u s  v i v a n t s  en  v i v i e r s  
( t a u x  de m o r t a l i t 4  i n f C r i e u r  d 5%) B des  
p r i x  d e  7 & 10 US$ par k g  ( p r i x  1 9 8 5 ) -  L e s  
Stocks n e  s e m b l e n t  p a s  s u r e x p l o i t e s  rralgre 
une peche r C c r 4 a t i v e  non c o n t r o l l C e  t r e s  
i m p o r t a n t e :  S u e r d l o f f  (1979) p r o p o s e  un 
M . S . Y .  de 7 0 t / a n .  

Les p e c h e r ì e s  a u s t r a l i e n n e s  du  Q u e e n s l a n d  e t  
du Neu S o u t h  U a l e s  s o n t  beaucoup  p l u s  
r k c n t e s  ( 1 9 7 0 )  et d ' e n v e r g u r e s  P I U S  

B o a t s  'of d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  are used  i n  t h i s  
f i s h e r y  i n  S e y c h e l l e s :  6 - 5  t o  14m ( w i t h  a 
c a t c h e r  b o a t ) ,  depending  on t h e  area f i r h e d .  
The u s u a l l y  use 4 l i n e a  of 13 ne t s .  F i a h i n g  
t r i p s  las t  1 t o  4 d a y s ,  and t h e  c r a b s  are 
k e p t  on ice. 

u1 I I I .  FISHING 
< 

The Kona c r a b  n o r m a l l y  lises b u r i e d  i n  t h i ;  
sand,  %o t h a t  e x t e n s i v e  f i n e  s a n d  areas arcs 
its h 8 b i t a t .  I n  S e y c h e l l e s  i t  is fbund 
mainly at d e p t h s  of 30 t o  Som, Wtrile i n  
f i u s t r r l i a  t h e  r ange  i5  O to 8Om (Bronn, 
1986) and 2 to 2 0 0 m  i n  H a w a i i  ( V a n u n t ,  
1978). The crabe s e e m  t o  e x i s t  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
nah& p l a t e a u  whære t h e  s u b s t r a t e  ir 
a p p r o p r i a t e ,  b u t  a t  v a r y i n g  d e n s i t i e s .  

I V .  [XIRENT RESEARCH AND FSRST RESUtTS 

Catch m d  d+wt  (number of hoopnet  acts) 
are k e p t  b y  t h e  SFA, which ir also 
c o n d u c t i n g  a b i o l o g i c a l  sampl ing  p r o g r m a n  
i n  order to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
c h a r a c t w i s t l c r .  fable 2 gives p r c l f n i n a r y  
r e s u l t s ,  comparad to t h o s e  o b t a a i n e d  i n  
A u s t r a l  i a a n d  H a w a i  i. 

V. THE AUSTRALICHJ AND HMAIICUJ FISHERIES 

F.? Stætictical  s a m p l i n g  of t h e  Uduriisn f i s h e r y  
strrtd i n  1950. Maximum -annual  c a t c h e s  
m œ '  recorded i n  1968 (18.8t) and 1972 
(29.2tJ.  3 to 4 b o a t s  are engaged p a r t  t i m e  
i n  t 'he  + i r h u y .  The c r a b s  are k e p t  a l ive i n  
*11a (mortality ra te  u n d e r  W.), and so ld  a t  
p r i c e s  r a n g i n g  from $7 to  * lO/kg  (1985)Qz 
S t o c k s  do n o t  æ p p t a r  o v e r e x p l o i t e d  d e s p i t e  a<  
large warts f i s h e r y ;  S n r r d l o f f  (1979% 
s u g g e s t s  a n  PtSY of 7 0 t / y e a r .  , .-- 

T h  A u s t r r l  i en  t i  a h e r i  es of Queenal and and 
New S o u t h  Maler are m o r e  r e c e n t  (1970) and 
much l a r g w ,  & t h  annual  c a t c h e s  of t h e  
o r d e r  of  S O O t  (Bronn, 1986). P r i c e r  r a n g e  
from USS4 - S/kg. The f l e e t  is compared of  
6 - 7171 o u t b o a r d - p r o p e l l e d  c r a f t ,  u s i n g  
s e v e r a l  l i n e s  of  20 t r a p s .  The f i s h e r y  is 
n o t  s e a s a n a l  and c a t c h  rates are h i g h ,  
a v e r a g i n g  4.3 s a l e a b l e  c r a b s  p e r  n e t  set- 
Expor t  of c r a b s  t o  H a w a i i  is e n v i s a g e d  at 
t h i , s  t i m e .  . 

. z  

I R e c m e n d a t i  a i s  - 1 e g i  81 a t i  on and  its 
r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  2 c w n t r i e s :  

CI minimum s i z e  l i m i t  is a p p l i e d  b o t h  i n  
H a w a i i  (95", p o s t e r i o r  c a r a p a c e  margin  t o  
r i g h t  æye s t a l k )  and i n  A u s t r a l i a  ( 1 0 0 m m ) .  
V e r s a n t  (1978) s u g g e s t s  a close s e a s o n  for  
females d u r i n g  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  p e r i o d  
(summer),  r a t h e r  t h a n  l i m i t i n g  f i s h i n g  
e f  f art .  I n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s ,  a s  i n  
S e y c h e l l e s ,  f i s h i n g  b e r r i e d  f e m a l e s  is 
p r o h i b i t e d .  No a t t c m p t  is made t o  c o n t r o l  
mesh s i r c a ,  as t r i a l s  have  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  is l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between meaty" 
s i z e  and t h e  s i z e  o+ crabs c a u g h t .  

J n  Hawaii, t h e  h igh  m o r t a l i t y  among c r a b ,  
releasee i f  l e g s  are  broken  o f f  uhile 
unmeshing them (70% m b r t a l i t y  fo r  o n e  broken  
l e g  - Onizuka,  1972) w e 5  p u b l i c i s e d  among 
f i s h e r m e n .  
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Saison d e  ponte: et& (dec-janv) 
Reproductive seasoni summer 

, I  

Poids moyen d'un crabe: O. 45 kg, 
*an w e i g h t  per crab: 

Taille moyenne mile: 103mm I 

Mean size, male: 

Tai 11 e cayenne f emel 1 e: 
Mean s i z e ,  female: . 88" 

I 

Tai  1 le h maturi th' sexuel 1 e: 
S i z e  at sexual maturityi 

tndl elmal e: - 
femelle/female: - 

&te 
summer 

- 
&t& (nov-f ev) 

summmer 

BSmm 105" 

ao" 

99" 
7 5 m m  

89" 

- 
70mm 
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moyenne est 
19861. Les 
U S S / k g -  La 

p u i s q u e  l a  p r o d u c t i o n  a n n u e l l e  
d ' e n v i r o n  500 t o n n e s  (Brown,  

p r i x  p r a t i q u e s  s o n t  d e  4 a 5 
f l o t t i l l e  e s t  c o n s t i t u C e  d e  

p e t i t e s  u n i t e s  d e  6 A 7. e q u i p e a s  d e  moteur 
hors -bord ,  u t i l i s a n t  p l u s i e u r s  f i l i b r e s  d e  
20 b a l a n c e s .  L e s  c a p t u r e s  s o n t  p e u  
s a i s o n n i e r e s  et les t a u x  d e  c a p t u r e s  e l e v e s :  
4,3 c r a b e s  c o m m e r c i a l i s a b l e s  p a r  b a l a n c e .  
U n  marche d ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  v e r s  Hawaii  e s t  a 
1 ' e t u d e .  

Reco o a an d a t i  on - l e g i s l a t i o n  e t  
resultats o b e n u s  dans  c e s  2 Pays  

Une t a i l l e  l i m i t e  e s t  a p p l i q u e e  Hawaii  
(95Rm) Comme t n  A u s t r a l i e  ( 1 0 0 ~ ~  : l o n g u e u r  
bord  p o s t e r i e u r  d e  la c z r a p a c e  - c a v i t t !  
o r b i t a l e  d r o i t e ) .  V e r s a n t  (1978) pr 'oposc 
une  i n t e r d i c t i o n  d e  peche d e s  f e m e l l e s  
pendan t  la p e r i o d e  d e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  t e t e l  
p l u t f i t  q u e  de. c o n t r o l e r  l ' e f f o r t  d e  phche  
pour pro teger  l a  p o p u l a t i o n .  Dans ces d e u x  
Pays ,  a i n s i  q u ' a u x  S e y c h e l l e s ,  l a  peche d e s  

n ' c ' x i s t c  p a s  de -  r P g l e m e n t a t i o n  precise  q u a n t  
d l a  t a i l l e  m in ima le  d e s  eaillrs de f i l e t s ,  
d e s  e s s a i s  a y a n t  ~ 0 r i t r 8  que la t a i l l e  d e s  

f e m e l l e s  g r a i n e e s  est i n t e r d i t e .  I l  

r a i l l e s  ;I S i n f l u c n G a i t  p i s  
c a p t u r e  e t .  t r P s  peu les t a i  
c a p t u r b s .  

Une campagne d ' i n f o r r a t i o n  
. Hauüi i  pour s e n s i b i i i s e r  les 

f a i t  que  l a  a o r t a l i t 4  des 
acgmen te  . t r e s  f o r t e w e n t  s i  

les  t a u x -  d e  
les d e s  c r a b e s  

a t ! t B  menee a 
pechectrs sur le 
c r a b e s  re lach t5s  

l e s  p a t t e s  du 

VI. CONCLUSIONS 

Kona crab resources are most probably 
present in the waters of many western Indian 
Ocean countries. The ease o f  fishing and 
high commercial value of this crustacean are 
strong motivations for prospecting this 
resource aand developing fisheries. 

Onizuka (1972) demonstrated that this; 
species does not migrate, and there is' 
little intermixing in adult poplations. ' All 
attempts to date at age determination from 
modal size progression have failed, the only 
stock size estimates coming from tagging 
studies. . T,hese have. eqtabl *shed a_ gronth 
per mpult of 9.9". f o r  males and 7.5m for 
f emal es. 

. . 

. .  . 

c r a b e  s o n t  a l i m e c s  ou c a s s e r s  lors d u  
d e w a i l l a g e  ( c o r t a l i t c !  d e  70% po.ur 2 p a t t e  
e n t i e r e  c a s s e e l  ION;'ZUKA, 19721, 

O N l Z U k A  (1972) a mon t re  q u e  les a i g r a t i o n s  
d e  ce c r a b e  s c n t  n u l l e s  e t  q u ' i l  n ' e x i s t e  
p a s  d e  melange d e  p o p u l a t i o n s  d l'agc 
a d u l t e .  L e s  me thodes  d ' e v a l u a t i o n  d e  ¡ ' a g e  
par p r o g r e s s i o n  Roda le  o n t  t o u t e  d c h o u b e s ,  
s e u l  le marquage a donRe les r e s u l t a t s  
S u i v a n t s :  c r o i s s a n c e  d e  9-3.. par  mue pour 
un m a l e  a d u l t e  e t  d e  7.5.~ pour  u n e  f e m e l l e .  

Chabe Gihn& maieet? Kona Crab meshed 

danb Cahhetd / meshed in a hoopnet 

Mi 

-. 

_ .  
CONCLUSIONS 

Des r e s s o u r c e s  en  c r a b e s  g i r a f e  s o n t  
p r b b a b l e m e n t  p r p s e n t e s  d a n s  d e  nombreux p a y s  
d e  1 ' o c e a n  I n d i e n  U c c i d e n t a l .  La s i m p l a c i t e  
d e  l a  t e c h n i q u e d e  peche  e t  l a  h a u t e  v a l e u r  
c o m m e r c i a l e  d e  c e  c r u s t a c e  s o n t  a u t a n t  d e  
m o t i f s  pour l a  p r o s p e c t i o n  d e  c e t t e  
r e s s o u r c e  que d ' a t o b t s  pour son  
d e  v e 1 o p p e  m en t. 

Tab. 1 : Captures mensuelles de crabes girafe (R. ranina) a u x  
Seychelles - P r o s p u t i o n  et essais romrnerciaux (en tonnes) 
Monthly catches of Kona ceab' in Seychelles - research and 
commercial fishing (in tonnes) 
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Saison de ponte: et& (dec-janv) 
Reproductive season: a u m e r  

Poids moyen d'un crabes 
b a n  weight per crab: 

Tai 11 e moyenne male: 
Mean s i z e ,  male: 

Tai 11 e moyenne f emel 1 e: 
Mean size, female: 

Taille h maturit&. sexuelle: 
Size at sexual maturity8 

mal elmal e: 
f emel le/f emal e: 

L. 

¡+te 
summer 

0.45 kg. - 

103mm 

&te (nov-f ev) 
eummmec 

8Smm 105mm 

80" 

99" 
75mm 

8?mm 

- 
70mm 
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