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\)BRAZIL: SITUATION OF THE TUKANO INDIANS.

By: 'Dominique Buchillet.

The_ Invasion of Tukano Lands

After the 1983 announcement of the presence of gold in
the region of the Upper Rio Negro, in the Northwest of the
State of Amazonas (Brazil), the Tukano, Baniwa and Maku Indi-
ans (about 15,000) have suffered increasingly from violent
pressures on their territory from goid prospectors and mining
companies. Numercus confrontations took place between Indians
and gold miners throughout 1985. These conflicts seem to have
reached their culminating point with the news of a massacre of
60 Tukano Indians in January 1986 (announced by the Brazilian
pPress on the 9th of January}, near one of the principal gold

veins in the upper Rio Negro, the Serra do Traira.

The lands occupied by the Tukano, Baniwa, and Maku Indi-

ans have still not been legally recognized: four indigenous
territories {Pari Cachoeira, Icana-Aiary, Xié, and Icana-Xié)
were delimited by FUNAI. in 1979 but, despite repeated demands
by indigenous leaders and anthropologists conducting research
in the region, the lands have still not been demarcated. Ta-

king advantage of the lack of definition in the legal status

‘of indigenous lands in the region, prospectors and mining ccm-

panies have not ceased to invade them with ever increasing
violence. The organization of these planned invasions has

been preceded, in the last few years, by attempts to legalize
the exploitation of indigenous lands and their rescurces, such
as those of the Tukano. Thus, a decree was signed in 1983
(Decree no. 88.985 of 10/11-83) by the then President of the
Republic, General Figueiredo, the purpose of which was to open
indigenous territories to exploitation by private mining com-~
panies under the false pretext of protecting them against th
disastrous effects orf individual prospecting.

e

This decree sought to revise articles 44 and 45 of the

Indian Statute which reserve the expleitation of s0il, surface




20
INDIAN GROUPS OF THE UPPER RIO NEGRO
BN VENEZUVELA
i BANIWA
— N\
CUBE '| W
: 2 COLOMBIA
Kooy - ! wANANO BANIVA
Per PPN
URIT g"
‘ ! MAKU a
DESANA
APANA TUKANO & '
KARA Rie Pa-p’tn.a ,‘J TUKANO BaaziL
\ I
TATUYO BARAI '
>~—~ BARASANA
KABIYERI AL
TAIWANO TUYURA .
¥ gl MAKUNA TUKANO Vi
N I MAKU :
3 i
R, LETUAN '
’%kTANIMUKA MAKU oo
Y-
YUKUNA 0%
\ v ‘35

: { some 18,000 Indians, The

io Negro-Yaupes region is the homeland o ,
By l{\gzege;:;xolargzw isolgfed from the development of the mfz of ;hel Btreazman
Ame n since the collapse of the rubber trade in the .19203. Until the :fom e
.;Xgn_;g:o the main problems the Indlans encountered In the regipn szemmef T
varlm.'\s missionery organisations active in mz ar;s.ssit:'te tl);%f;sic;v:zl;s

id in the early 1980s has attracted & massi

gi}i‘:\;ﬁlg g\f!olence and disease to this oace peaceiul frontier area.

Map source: survival International UaB BRZ/9/JAN/1986

P

21

resources to the Indians and restrict exploitaticn of the sub-
soil to Brazilian coampanies for reasons of "nationzl security®,
The decree sought to legitimize the penetration of national
and multinational companies on indigenous lands for the pur-
pose of exploiting their natural resources. Thus, the decree
stands in flagrant contradiction to article 198 of the Federal
Constitution that guarantees to the Indians "permanent pos-
session of the lands they inhabit and exclusive usufruct of the
resources existing on them®. According to article 9 of the
1983 decree, promulgation of the decree should have been com-
pleted with a regulation for application by FUNAI.

Despite continuous political pressures exercised by the
Nationzl Department of Mineral Production {DNPM) of the Mini-
stry of Mines and Energy on the successive presidents of FUNATI,
they never agreed to sign the projects for the regulation of
application which were submitted to them. In order to put an
end to the azdministrative blockade, in January of 1985, Cesar
Cals, the then Minister of Mines and Energy, prepared a new
decree suppressing article 9 of the preceeding. This decree
was signed by President Figueiredo on the 9th of january,
1985. Because of the protest movemants { from indigenous peop-
le, anthropologists, and indigenous support groups) raised by
the signing of the new decree, the President then attempted to
have the decree revoked. Despite this poor legislative exit,
numerous mining companies have, over the past two vears, sub-
mitted official demands for the authorization of mineral ex-
ploration in indigencus territories, which, in certain cases,
received approval of the DNPM but not the consent of FUNAT.

In the region of the upper Rio Negro, at leas: 12 compa-
nies have put forward their demands for concessions to exploit
deposits of gold, tungsten, tantalite, silver, phosthate, and
other minerals. Among others, TABOCA {one of the numerous
filiates of PARANAPANEMA, which is among the largest of Bra-

zilian mining companies based in Sao Paulo) and GOLD AMAZOH:
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of permanent possession which indigencus inhabitants have over
them and the .natural resources they contaan.

TABOCA and GOLD AMAZON are equipped with their own para-
military militias (comprised of old officials of the Brazili-
an army reserve; A Critica, 9/1/86, and Jornal de Brasilia,
14/1/86) to enforce their supposed rights in the region and to
clean it of individual prospectors. Thus, GOLD AMAZON has at
its disposal a veritable military barracks on a boat (called

the CANUTAME).This boat'belongs to the government of the sta-
te of Amazonas. The militias of GOLD AMAZON have interdicted
access to the gold mining sites on the upper Xié and the upper
Tcana { the MATAPI site) rivers, both within indigenous terri-
tory. TABOCA and GOLD AMAZON are in conflict between themsel-

ves and it seems that TABOCA recently took contrcl over the
Serra do Traira,

The situation in the upper Rio Negro ié, moreover, exploJ
sive because of the fact that the mining companies, competing
among themselves and with the prospectors, are creating a ve-

ritable war, all in opposition to the Indians whose lands they
have invaded.

The prospectors, who numbered about a dozen in the begin-
ning of 1985, are now about 200 at the Serra do Traira. Their
invasions have become more and more planned and are assuming
an equally paramilitary aspect {(with military uniforms and
firearms of gross calibre). Until now, FUNAI has bsen unable
to deter the process of massive penetration by prospectors on

Tukano lands despite the urgent and repeated appesals of Tuka-
no leaders.

In view of the tension and violence in the region of the
Serra do Traira throughout 1985, the Indians of the region
(Tiquié and Vaupés Rivers) have organized several meetings to
define a common stand against the invasion of their territori-
ty. The Salesian missicnaries of Pari Cachoeira have reported

a climate of despair and revolt among the Tukano Indians,
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ngaturated with being scorned, mistreated, taken advantage of,
robbed, and threatened with death, by white prospectors” and
who feel themselves abandoned because of the "lack of measures
taken by the proper authorities". (Letter-to the President of
FUNAI,from Father Guerino Sartoris,December, 1985.) Various
conflicts occurred in October and December 1985 hetween the

Tukano and prospectors, which caused deaths on both sides.

Massacre at the Serra do Traira?

The massacre of 60 Indians was supposed to have taken pla-
ce at the Serra do Traira in the beginning of January, 1986.
Because of the difficulties of commupication (the nearest ra-
diophone, excluding those of the compznies which could not be
counted on, were at the ESalesian mission of Pari Cachoeira, 8
days' journey from the conflict zone}, the news only reached
the press on the 9th of January. The difficulties of communi-
cation with the zones in conflict also explain that it is very

difficult to know exactly what happened.

According to the press, Benedito Méchado, a Tukano leader,
on returning from Brasilia where he had gone to reiterate the
appeals of the Tukano for an urgent solution to put an end to
the conflict with prospectors, learned the news in Manaus,
through a telephone communication from his sister, Cecilia
Machado, resident in Sao Gabriel da Cachoeira (Rio Negro)l.
According to this source, between 150 and 200 prospectors left
Sao Gabriel on the 26th of December. They used the trails ope-
ned by the Indians in the forest and, along the way, stole
three koats, one of which belonged to a priest ¢f the Salesian
missien at Sao Gabriel. They were clothed in military gear ancl
carried machine guns. This pattern of penetration bears a
certain resemblance to that perpetrated in February 1985 at
the.Sarra de Surucucus, territory of the Yanomami Indians, by
José Altino Machado (owner of a small alr taxi firm speciali-
zing ia the transport of prospectors.) The Rio Negro invaders
violently opposed by the Tukano who sought to contain their
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advance. On the days following the announcement of the massa-~
cre, &lvaro Sampaio, Coordinator of the Union of Indian Na-
tions (UNI), spread an alarm in the Brazilian press { A Criti-
ca 9/1/86) asserting that 4,000 Indians were “on the war paz::
and forewarned authorities that new and bloody conflicts cou;d
occur if an immediate solution --that is, the removal of the
prospectors -~ wasn't found, because the Indians felt them-
selves surrounded on their own lands. At the same time, he
ann?unced that thousands of Indians from other parts oé the
region of the Upper Rio Negro were advancing to the Serra do

Trai
aira to lend more force to the Indians threatened in thisg
region,

' The Jornal de Brasilia of 14/1/86 presented a sligﬂtly
d%fferent version of the conflict. An unsigned article men-
Flons, in effect, not 200 prospectors but 600 and, based ;n
information gathered from Alvaro Sampaio, affirmed that these-
600 men, armed with machine quns, were, in fact, security men

of the companies that are exploiting the mineral riches of the
Upper Rio Negro. .

Although the news of the massacre of 60 Tukano Indians
w?s not confirmed, the seriousness of the situation of the In-
dl?ns of the Upper Rio Negro once again dezonstrates the nece-
s$sity and urgency of the measures that have to be taken to —
guarantee and protect the.inviolability of their territory.
T?e legal recognition and demarcation of a continuous territo-
rial reserve and the establishment of a control plan to ensure
the effective integrity of the territory are the only means to
Put an end to these illegal invasions. Thess measure; would
thereby guarantee for the Indians the permansnt possession of
the lands they occupy and the usufruct of the natural resocur-
ces.existing on them, according to the termsAof indigenist
legislation and the Federal Constitution. Tﬁese are also the
two principal conclusions of the Upper Rio Negro Work Group
Created by the President of FUNAI himself in July of 1985. .
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The sending to the region of a mixed commission (techici-
ans of the Ministry of Agrarian Reform and Development, the
Ministry of Justice, Ministry of the Interior, officals of
FUNAI, and indigenous representatives), whose objective is to
officially delimit the lands claimed by the Indians, was announ~
ced for the end of January (_A Critica, 9/1/86). It is to be
hoped that this will be immediately followed with measures for
demarcation and installaticn of control at the most vulnerable
points of invasion in the indigenous territorial reserve. This
will serve to deter the process of spoliation of Tukano lands
which, if it did not provoke a "massacre" at least brought
about deaths on both sides and risks producing conflicts of

greater intensity which will be more difficult to control.

After 13 January, FUNAI officials and the Federal Police
began to expel prospectars from Tukano lands and met with re-
sistance on the part of the companies (not cited) who financed
this invasion (A Critica, 14/1/86}).

Without denying the. extreme tension that prevails between
Indians and prespectors in the region of Pari Cachoeira and
the Serra do Traira (the number of prospéc:ors is. confirmed to
be between 150 and 200), FUNAI denies the story of a massacre
and the existence of a conflict between the Tukano and the

whites. The agency attributes the publication of the news to

‘a rumour that had its origins in the extremely tense climate

in which the Tukano Indians £find themselves, alarmed by a large-

scale invasion of their lands { O Liberal, 15/1/86)}. Neverthe-

less, on the Sth of January, (one day befcre the anncuncement .
of the massacre) Sebastiao Amancio da Costa, Regional Delegate
of FUNAI for the State of Amazonas in Manaus, recalled the im-
minance of a conflict ketween whites and Indians and directly
accused the PARANAPANEMA mining company of being an instigator
of it (A Critica, 8/1/86).

Rio Negro, 16 January 1986

Source: CEDI, Brazil.
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