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i n d i g e n o u s  r i q h t s  and e q u a t e  them t o  t h o s e  of l a n d l e s s  
s e t t l e r s  w i t h  j u s t  c l a i m s .  

n o t  b e  c o n f u s e d  as t h e s e  c o n s t i t u t e  s p e c i f i c  examples  of 

Eut  t h e s e  two s i t u a t i o n s  s h o u l d  

c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e .  

T h i s  i s  what h a s  b e e n  h a p p e n i n g  r e c e n t l y  i t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

I n d i a n  F o u n d a t i o n  ( F U N A I ) .  I t  is  p u b l i c l y  kno'in t h a t  FUtIAI. 
h a s  a l w a y s  been  o m i s s i v e ,  c l i e n t e l i s t  and a u t h o r i t a t i v e .  

E v e r y t h i n g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  want  i t  t h a t  way, i n c a p a b l e  t o  
o p p o s e  p o w e r f u l  i n t e r e s t s .  R e c e n t l y  t h e r e  were improvements:  

:over  t h e . l a s t  y e a r ,  t h e y  have  moved f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  
i d e n t i f y i n g  .indigenous l a n d s  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  i n  t h e  whole o f  

t h e  p r e v i o u s ' d e c a d e .  

t r y i n g  t o  s e t t l e  a c c o u n t s .  They are t u r n i n g  a g a i n  t o  b e i n g  
i n o p e r a t i v e ,  a n ä  a r e  d i s m i s s i n g  r a r e  u c u l p r i t s "  g u i l t y  of 

The 'only t h i n g  new i s  tharr t h e y  a r e  now 

e f f i c i e n c y  and competence.  

Antonio  C a l l a d o  i s  r i g h t ;  i t  i s  o u r  major  mora l  q u e s t i o n ,  

arid o n c e  a g a i n  u e  a r e  t u r n i n g  away f r o m  p r o v i d i n g  a s o l u t i o n .  
We a d d  t h a t  t h e  k n o t  of  t h i s  m o r a l  q u e s t i o n  i s  l a n d .  
r e c o g n i t i o n  of che Union of  I n d i g e n o u s  N a t l o n s  and t h e  T r i b a l  

c o u n c i l s  i s  t h e  o n l y  manner t o  o b t a i n  autonomy f o r  t h e  1r;dians 
i n  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s .  They must gat  c h e i r  l a n ä s  d e m a r c a t e d  

b e f o r e  t h e y  are e x t e r m i n a t e à ,  o r  s u f f e r  some s u c h  e t h n o c i d e  

a s  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  of t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  

p l u n d e r i n g  of  t h e i r - t e r r i t o r i e s .  The n e g l e c t  of t h e  I n d i a n s  
of B r a z i l  i s  a c a l c u l a t e d  and c r i m i n a l  o m i s s i o n .  

The 

Carmen J u n q a e i r a  

T i t l e d  p r o f e s s o r  of Ant ropoloqy 
a t  PUC i n  Sao  P a u l o  * 
Author ,anong o t h e r  w o r k s ,  of 
"Os I n d x o s  d e  IFAVU". 

Mauro L e o n e l  J r .  
N . A .  i n  p o l i t i c a l  economy from t h e  
U n i v e r s i ~ y  c f  P a r i s ,  and F a s t -  
g r a d u a t e  i n  Ant ropology from P U P  
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B R A Z I L :  SITUATION OF THE TUKAN0 INDIANS. r By: Dominique B u c h i l l e t  

! 

t The I n v a s i o n  of Tukano Lands f 
A f t e r  t h e  1983 announcement  of t h e  p r e s e n c e  of g o l d  i n  i 

t h e  r e g i o n  of t h e  Upper Rio Negro, i n  t h e  !iorth*-est of t h e  
.- S t a t e  of Amazonas ( B r a z i l ) ,  t h e  Tukano,  Eanisra and Naku I n d i -  

a n s  ( a b o u t  1 5 , 0 0 0 )  have  s u f € e r e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  frcrm v i o l e n t  
. -  p r e s s u r e s  on t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  €rom g o l d  p r c s p e c t o r s  and in in ina  

~ .~ companies .  lu'umerous c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  took  p l a c e  b e t v e e n  I n d i a n s  

and g o l d  m i n w s  t h r o n g h o u t  1985.  These  c o n f l i c t s  seem t o  h a v e  
r e a c h e d  t h e i r  c u l m i n a t i n g  p o i n t  w i t h  t h e  news o f  a m a s s a c r e  o f  

60 Tukano I n d i a n s  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 6  (announceà  by t h e  E r a z i l i a n  
p r e s s  on t h e  9 t h  of J a n u a r y ) ,  n e a r  o n e  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  golà 

v e i n s  i n  t h e  u p p e r  R i o  Negro, t h e  S e r r a  d o  T r a i r a .  

The l a n d s  o c c u p i e d  by  t h e  Tukano, Baniva ,  a n à  Haku Inài- 
~- a n s  have  s t i l l  n o t  been  l e g a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d :  four i n d i s e n o u s  

t e r r i to r ies  ( ? a r i  C a c h o e i r a ,  I c a n a - A i a r y ,  Xié, and ï c a n a - X i é 1  

were d e l i m i t e d  by FUlu'XI'in 1 9 7 9  b u t ,  d e s p i t e  r e p s a t e d  demands 
by  i n d i g e n o u s  l e a d e r s  and a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  c o n d u c t i n g  r e s e a r c h  

i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  t h e  l a n d s  h a v e  s t i l l  n o t  been  d e m a r c a t e d .  Ta- 
_ _  k i n a  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  l a c k  of d e f i n i t i o n  I n  t h e  lecJa l  s t a t u s  

'of  i n d i g e n o u s  l a n d s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  p r o s p e c t o r s  ana  m i n i n a  ccn-  

p a n i e s  have  n o t  c e a s e à  t o  i n v a d e  them w i t h  e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  

v i o l e n c e .  ?he o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e s e  p l a n n e d  i n v a s i o n s  has 
- 

been  p r e c e d e d ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  by a ï t e m p t s  t o  l e g a l i z e  
t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  l a n d s  and t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s ,  s u c h  
a s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  Tukano. Thus ,  a d e c r e e  was s i g n e d  i n  1 9 8 3  
(Decree no. 88.985 o f  10/11-83)  by t h e  t h e n  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
R e p u b l i c ,  Genera l  F i g u e l r e d o ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  or' which was t o  open 
i n d i g e n o u s  t e r r i t o r i e s  'CO e x p l o i t a t i o n  by p r i v a t e  m i n i n a  c o m -  

p a n i e s  u n d e r  t h e  f a l s e  p r s t e x t  of p r o t e c t i n g  them a g a i n s t  t h e  

d i s a s t r o u s  e f f e c t s  of i n d i v i d u a l  p r o s p e c t i n g .  

T h i s  d e c r e e  s o u g h t  t o  r e v i s e  a r t i c l e s  4.1 and 6 5  o f  t h e  
I n d i a n  S t a t u t e  which r e s e r v e  the e x p l o i t a t i o n  of s o i l ,  s u r f a c e  

* p o n c l i i c a l  c a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  
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The Upper Rio Negro-L‘aupes reelon Is rhe homeland of some 18,000 Indlans. The 
area has ‘teen largely isolated from the development of the rest of che Brazlllen 
Amazon since the collapse of the  mbber trade In t h e  1920s. LIntll the late 
1970s, the ;;lain problems che Indlans encountered In t h e  region stemmed from the 
various mlssiomry orgnnisatlons actlve In the ares. Eut the a l sovery  of 
alluvlal gold in  the early 1980s has attracted a nzssive l n f l u ~  of miners 
bringing vloience and d ixase  t o  thls once peaceiul frontIer area. 

i 

2 f. 

r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  a n d  r e s t r i c t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  s u b -  
s o i l  to  B r a z i l i a n  c o z p a n i e s  f o r  r e a s o n s  of “ n a t i o n a l .  s e c u r i t y i z .  

The d e c r e e  s o u g h t  t o  l e g i t i m i z e  t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  of n a t i o n a l  
and m u l t i n a t i o n a l  companies  on i n d i g e n o u s  l a n d s  for t h e  p u r -  

p o s e  o f  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c ’ e s .  T h u s , ,  t h e  d e c r e e  

s t a n d s  i n  f l a g r a n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  a r t i c l e  198  cf. t h e  F e d e r a l  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  g u a r a n t e e s  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  “ p e r n a n e n t  pos-  

s e s s i o n o f t h e  l a n d s  t h e y  i n h a b i t  and e x c l u s i v e  u s u f r u c t  o€ t h e  
r e s o u r c e s  e x i s t i n g  on them”.  Accord ing  t o  a r t i c l e  3 o f  t h e  

1’983 d e c r e e ,  p r o m u l g a t i o n  of t h e  d e c r e e  s h o u l d  have  b e e n  com- 

p l e t e d  w i t h  a r e g u l a t i o n  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  by F U N A I .  

- 

D e s p i t e  c o n t i n u o u s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e s  e x e r c i s e d  by t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Department  o f  M i n e r a l  P r o d u c t i o n  t ï ” )  ~f t h e  Mini- 
s t r y  of Mines and Energy  on  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  p r e s i d e n t s  of FUNAI, 
t h e y  n e v e r  a g r e e d  t o  s i g n  t h e  p r o j e c t s  f c r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of 

a p p l i c a t i o n  which were s u b m i t t e d , t o  them. I n  o r d e r  t o  p u t  a n  
end  to t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b l o c k a d e ,  i n  J a n u a r y  of 1 9 8 5 ,  Cesar 
C a l s ,  t h e  t h e n  M i n i s t e r  o€ Mines and Energy ,  p r e c a r e d  a new 
d e c r e e  s u p p r e s s i n g  a r t i c l e  9 of t h e  p r e c e e d i n g .  T h i s  d e c r e e  

was s i g n e d  by P r e s i d e n t  F i g u e i r e d o  on t h e  9 t h  of Ganuary,  

1985.  Because o f  t h e  p r o t e s t  movements ( f rom i n d i g e n o u s  peop- 
. l e ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  a n à  i n d i g e n o u s  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s )  r a i s e d  b y  

t h e  s i g n i n g  of t h e  neu d e c r e e ,  t h e  P r e s i e e n t  t h e n  a c t e m p i e d  tc 
have  t h e  d e c r e e  revoke6:Despi te  t h i s  poor  l e g i s l a c i v e  e x i t ,  
numerous mining companies  h a v e ,  o v e r  t h e  p a s r  two y e a r s ,  sub-  

m i t t e d  o f f i c i a l  demands f o r  t h e  ù u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  i i n e r a l  ex-  
p l o r a t i o n  i n  i n d i q e n c u s  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  which ,  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  
r e c e i v e d  a p p r o v a l  o f  tht DNPW b u t  n o t  t h e  consenc sf F U N A I .  

I n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  u p p e r  Rio Negro, a t  l e a s c  1 2  compa- 
n i e s  have p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e i r  demands ÏOL- c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  e x p l o i t  
d e p o s i t s  o f  g o l d ,  t u n g s t e n ,  t a n t a l i t e ,  s i l v s r ,  @?x@atc?, and 
o t h e r  m i n e r a l s .  Among o c h e r s ,  TABOCA ( o n e  of t h e  n a x e r o u s  
f i l i a t e s  of PARANRPA52NX, w h i c h  i s  among t k e  l a r g e s t  or‘ Bra- 
z i l i a n  mining c o n p a n l e s  b a s e d  i n  Sao ?au191 and C3LD AMAZ0r: I  
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M I N I N G  LTD. ( o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a s s o c i a t e s  of which  i s  t h e  
Governor  of  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Amazonas, G i l b e r t o  M e s t r i n h o )  ha.Je, 
s i n c e  October  1985,  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  CNPH g o l d  m i n i n g  
c o n c e s s i o n s  a t  t h e  S e r r a  d o  T r a i r a ,  where t h e  m a s s a c r e  

t e d  b y  t h e  a r a z i l i a n  p r e s s  was supposed  t o  have t a k e n  p l a c e .  
None of t h e s e  s u p p o s e d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n  h a v e  

r e c e i v e d  o f f i c i a l  s u p p o r t  f rom F U N A I  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  R e p o r t  

of t h e  Upper R i o  Negro Work Group, c r e a t e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
of F U N A I  - P o r t a r i a  no. 1892/E of 19/6-85) .  ' 

r e p o r -  

. 

The a n f i - I n d i a n  o p i n i o n s  o f  G i l b e r t o  M e s t r i n h o  a re  of 

p u b l i c  n o t o r i e t y :  he  p r o c l a i n s  h i m s e l f  t o  be a g a i n s t  t h e  le- 
g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  of i n d i g e n o u s  l a n d s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  h e  is 
g o v e r n o r  ( A  C r i t i c a ,  1 / 8 / 8 5 ) .  D u r i n g  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  b u s i n e s s -  
men of t h e  Zona F r a n c a  ( T r a d e  Zone)  i n  +lanaus on 22 August  

1985,  ( A C r i t i c a ,  24 /8 /85 )  he  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h e  w i s h e d  t o  de- 

f e n d  above  a l l  t h e  l a n d s  o f  -the " c i v i l i z e d "  and h e  added:  " I 
have  a l r e a d y  u s e d  t h e  M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  and I w i l l  c o n t i n u e  u- 
s i n g  t h e n  as  many times a s  n e c e s s a r y  b u t  her'e. i n  Amazonas, 
I w i l l  n o t  a l l o w  F U N A I  and  t h e  f a l s e  d e f e n d e r s  of t h e  I n d i a n s ,  

who want  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  I n d i a n s '  c u l t u r e ,  impos ing  t h e  c r o s s  

b u t  which i s  n o t  t h e  cross of C h r i s t  b u t  t h a t  o f  Marx". 

A f t e r  t h e  denouncement  ( D i a r i o  do Amazonas. 1 5  October 

, 1 9 8 5 )  made by two i n d i v i d u a l  p r o s p e c t o r s  ( A l c i d e s i o  Miranda  
d e  Souza  and Raimundo F r a n c i s 0  d e  Souza)  t h a t  s e c u r i t y  men of 
TABOCA had i n t e r d i c t e d  access t o  t h e  g o l d  v e i n  a t  t h e  S e r r a  
d o  T r a i r a ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e g i o n  be longed  t o  t h e  company, 
Gi lber to  % e s t r i n h o ,  t a k i n g  the d e f e n s e  of TABOCA, r e t o r t e d  
t h a t  he  had o f f i c a l  c o n s e s s i c n s  a t  t h e  S e r r a  d o  T r a i r a  ( t h e  
i n t e r d i c t e d  p a r t  is t h a t  on which TASOCA p o s s e s s e s  a n  a u t h o r i -  
z a t i o n  f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n ) .  H e  c o n c l u d e d  by s a y i n g :  "Would you 
a l l o w  i n v a d e r s  t o  e n t e r  y o u r  h o u s e  w i t h  i m p u n i t y ? "  

T h e r e  i s ,  e v i d e n t l y ,  i n  t h a t  a t o c a l  d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  i n -  

d i g e n i s t  l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  B r a z i l i a n  c o n s t i t u t i o n  which  re- 
c o g n i z e  t h e  i n a l i e n a b i l i t y  of i n d i g e n o u s  l a n d s  and  t h e  r i g h t s  
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of  permanent  p o s s e s s i o n  which i n d i g e n o u s  i n h a b i t a n t s  h a v e  o v e r  
them and t h e . n a t u r a 1  r e s o u r c e s  t h e y  c o n t a i n .  

. .  
TABOCA and GOLE P.!lAZON a r e  equipped  w i t h  t h e i r  own p a r a -  

m i l i t a r y  m i l i t i a s  ( c o m p r i s e d  o f  o l d  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  B r a z i l i -  

a n  army r e s e r v e ;  A C r i t i c a ,  9 /1 /86 ,  and J o r n a l  d e  P r a s i l i a ,  

1 4 / 1 / 8 6 )  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e i r  supp'osed r i g h t s  i n  t h e  r e 2 i o n  and t o  
c l e a n  i t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o s p e c t o r s .  Thus ,  W L D  AMAZON h a s  a t  
i ts d i s p o s a l  a v e r i t a b l e  m i l i t a r y  b a r r a c k s  on  a b o a t  ( ca l l ed  

t h e  CANUTAMx).This b o a t  ' b e l o n g s  to  t h e  government  of t h e  s t a -  
t e  O f  Amazonas. The m i l i t i a s  of GOLD P.MAZO?i have  i n t e r d i c t e d  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  g o l d  mining  s i t e s  on  t h e  u p p e r  Xié and t h e  u p p e r  

I c a n a  ( t h e  KATXPI s i t e )  r i v e r s ,  b o t h  w i t h i n  i n d i g e n o u s  terri- 
t o r y .  TABOCA and GOLD AMAZON a r e  i n  c o n f l i c t  be tween t h e m s e l -  

v e s  and i t  seems t h a t  TABOCA r e c e n t l y  took  c o n t r c l  o v e r  t h e  
S e r r a  d o  T r a i r a .  

The s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  u p p e r  Rio  Negro is ,  moreover ,  explo-. 
s i v e  b e c a u s e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  mining  cor rpanies ,  c o m p e t i n g  

among t h e m s e l v e s  and w i t h  t h e  p r o s p e c t o r s ,  a re  c r e a t i n g  a ve- 

r i t a b l e  w a r ,  all i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Indiaf i s  whose l a n d s  t h e y  
have  i n v a d e d .  

The p r o s p e c t o r s ,  who numbered a b o u t  a d o z e n  i n " t h e  b e g i n -  
n i n g  of 1 9 8 5 ,  a r e  now a b o u t  2 0 0  a t  t h e  S e r r a  d o  T r a i r a .  T h e i r  

i n v a s i o n s  have  become inore and more p lanned  and ùre  a s s u m i n g  

an e q u a l l y  p a r a m i l i t a r y  a s p e c t  ( w i t h  m i l i t a r y  u n i f o r m s  a n d  

f i r e a r m s  o f  gross c a l i b r e ) .  U n t i l  now, FUN.31 h a s  b e e n  u n a b l e  
t o  d e t e r  t h e  p r o c e s s  of m a s s i v e  p e n e t r a t i o n  by p r o s p e c t o r s  on 
Tukano l a n d s  d e s p i t e  t h e  u r g e n t  and r e p e a t e d  app-a 3-15 of Tuka- 
no l e a d e r s .  

. 

I n  view of t h e  t e n s i o n  and v i o l e n c e  i?. t h e  r e g i o n  of  t h e  
S e r r a  d o  T r a i r a  t h r o u g h o u t  1985,  t h e  I n d i a n s  of t h e  r e g i o n  
( T i q u i é  and Vaupbs R i v e r s )  have  o r g a n i z e d  s e v e r a l  m e e t i n g s  t o  
d e f i n e ' a  common s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n v a s i o n  CS t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i -  
t y .  The Sa1esia:l m i s s i o n a r i e s  of P a r i  C a c h o e i r a  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  
a c l i m a t e  of d s s p a i r  and r e v o l t  among t h e  ?ukano I n d i a n s ,  

. 



24 

" s a t u r a t e d w i t h  b e i n g  s c o r n e d ,  m i s t r e a t e d ,  t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f ,  

r o b b e d ,  and t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  d e a t h ,  b y  w h i t e  p r o s p e c t o r s "  and  
who f e e l  t h e m s e l v e s  abandoned b e c a u s e  of t h e  " l a c k  o f  m e a s u r e s  

t a k e n  by t h e  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s " .  ( L e t t e r , t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of 
FUNAI,from F a t h e r  C u e r i n o  S a r t o r i s , C e c s m b e r ,  1985. )  V a r i o u s  
c o n f l i c t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  O c t o b e r  and Deceniber 1985 be tween t h e  

Tukano an? p r o s p e c t o r s ,  which  c a u s e d  d e a t h s  on b o t h  s i d e s .  

Massacre  a t  t h e  S e r r a  d o  T r a i r a ?  

The m a s s a c r e  o f  60 I n d i a n s  was supposed  t o  have  t a k e n  p l a -  

ce a t  t h e  S e r r a  d o  T r a i r a  i n  t h e  b e q i n n i n g  of  J a n u a r y ,  1.986. 

Because  of  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  communicat ion ( t h e  n e a r e s t  ra-  
d i o p h o n e ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h o s e  of t h e  c c n p a n i e s  which c o u l d  n o t  be 

c o u n t e d  on ,  were a t  t h e  S a l e s i a r .  m i s s i o n  of P a r i  C a c h o e i r a ,  8 

d a y s '  j o c r n e y  from t h e  c o n f l i c t  zor ìe) ,  t h e  news o n l y  r e a c h e d  
t h e  p r e s s  on t h e  9 t h  o f  J a n u a r y .  The d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  communi- 

c a t i o n  x i t h  t h e  z o n e s  i n  c o n f l i c t  a l so  e x p l a i n  t h a t  i t  is v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  know e x a c t l y  what  happened.  

According t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  B e n e d i t o  Hachado, a Tukano l e a d e r ,  

on  r e t u r s i n g  from B r a s i l i a  where  h e  had gone  t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h e  

a p p e a l s  of t h e  Tukano f o r  a n  u r g e n t  s o l u t i o n  t o  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  
t h e  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  p r o s p e c t o r s ,  l e a r s e d  t h e  news i n  Manaus, 

t h r o u g h  3 t e l e p h o n e  communica t ion  from h i s  s is ter ,  C e c i l i a  

Machado, r e s i d e n t  i n  Sao G a b r i e l  d a  C a c h o e i r a  (Rio  N e g r o ) .  

According t o  t h i s  s o u r c e ,  be tween 150 and Z O G  p r o s p e c t o r s  l e f t  
Sao  G a b r j e l  on t h e  2 6 t h  o f , C e c e m b e r .  They u s e d  t h e  t r a i l s  ope-  

ned  by t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  f o r e s t  a n d ,  a l o n g  t h e  way, s t o l e  
t h r e e  k o a c s ,  one  of which  b e l o n g e d  t o , a  p r i e s t  O f  t h e  S a l e s i a n  
m i s s i o a  a t  Sao G a b r i e l .  They were c l o t h e d  i n  m i l i t a r y  g e a r  and 
c a r r i e d  machine g u n s .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  of p e n e t r a t i o n  b e a r s  a 

c e r t a i n  resembìance  t o  t h a t  p e r p e t r a t e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 5  a t  
t h e  S a r r a  d e  Su:~ucucus, t e r r i t o r r  cf t h e  Yanomami I n d i a n s ,  by 

Josh Alt ino  Hachado (owner  of a small a i r  t a s i  f i r m  s p i . c i a l i -  

z i n g  i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  p r o s p e c t o r s . )  The R i o  Negro i n v a d e r s  
v i o l e n t l y  opposed by t h e  Tukano who s o u g h t  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e i r  
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advance .  On t h e  d a y s  f o i l o w i n g  t h e , a n n a u n c e n e n t  of t h e  massa- 

c r e ,  A l v a r o  Sampaio,  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  Union o f  I n d i a n  Ka- 

t i o n s  (UNI) ,  s p r e a d  an' a l a r m  i n  t h e  B r a z i l i a n  p r e s s  .( A C r i t i -  

c a  9 / 1 / 8 6 )  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  4 , 0 0 0  I n d i a n s  were "on t h e  war  p a t h "  

o c c u r  i f  a n  immedia te  s o l u t i o n  - - t h a t  i s ,  t h e  removal  o f  t h e  

p r o s p e c t o r s  -- w a s n ' t  f o u n d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  I n d i a n s  f e l t  them- 
s e l v e s  s u r r o u n d e d  on t h e i r  own l a n d s .  A t  the same t i m e ,  h e  

announced t h a t  t h o u s a n d s  of I n d i a n s  from other p a r t s  o€ t h e  

r e g i o n  of t h e  Upper Rio  Negro were a d v a n c i s g  t o  t h e  S e r r a  d o  

T r a i r a  t o  l e n d  more f o r c e  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  t h r e a t e n e d  i n  t h i s  
r e g i o n .  

- and f o r e w a r n e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  new and b l o o d y  c o n f l i c t s  c o u l d  

The J o r n a l  d e  B r a s í l i a  o f  14 /1 /86  p r e s e n t e d  a s l i g h t l y  
d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n  of t h e  c c n f l i c t .  An u n s i q n e d  a r t i c l e  men- 
t i o n s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  n o t  200 p r o s p e c t o r s  b u t  ÚOG'and, b a s e d  on 

i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  from A l v a r o  Sampaio,  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e s e -  

600 men, armed w i t h  machine g u n s ,  were, i n  f a c t ,  s e c u r i t y  men 
of t h e  companies  t h a t  a r e  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  m i n e r a l  r i c h e s  o f  t h e  

Upper R i o  Negro. 

Al though t h e  news o f  t h e  m a s s a c r e  o f  Ú O  Tukano I n d i a n s  

was n o t  c o n f i r m e d ,  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n -  
d i a n s  o f  t h e  Upper Rio S e g r o  once  a g a i n  d e s o n s t r a t e s  t h e  nece-  
s s i t y  and u r g e n c y  of t h e  measures  t h a t  have  t o  b e  t a k e n  t o  
g u a r a n t e e  and p r o t e c t  t h e . i n v i o l a b i l i t y  of  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  

The l e g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  and d e m a r c a t i o n  o f  a c o n t i n u o u s  t e r r i t o -  
r i a l  r e s e r v e  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a conrrrol  p l a n  t o  e n s u r e  
t h e  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  a r e  t h e  o n l y  means t o  
p u t  a n  end  t o  these  i l l e g a l  i n v a s i o n s .  These  m a s u r e s  would 
t h e r e b y  g u a r a n t e e  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s  t h e  permanent  p o s s e s s i o n  of 
t h e  l a n d s  t h e y  occupy and t h e  u s u r r u c t  of t h e  n a t u r a l  resour- 
ces e s i s t i n g  cn them,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  terad o f  i n d i g e n i s t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  F e d e r a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  These  a re  a l so  t h e  
two p r i n c i p a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  of t h e  Upper Rio S e g r o  Kork Group,  
c r e a t e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of FUNEI h i m s e l f  i n  J u l y  of 1985.  
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The s e n d i n g  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  a mixed commission ( t e c h i c i -  

a n s  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of A g r a r i a n  Reform and 3 e v e l o F z e n t .  t h e  

M i n i s t r y  of J u s t i c e ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  o f f i c a l s  of 
F U N A I ,  and i n d i g e n o u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ) ,  whose o b j e c t i v e  is  t o  
o f f i c i a l l y  d e l i m i t  t h e  l a n d s  c l a i m e d  by t h e  I n d i a n s ,  was announ- 

c e d  f o r  t h e  end of J a n u a r y  ( A C r i t i c a ,  9 / 1 / 8 6 ) .  I t  i s  t o  be 

' hoped t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  ba  i m m c d i a t a l y  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  m e a s u r e s  for 
d e m a r c a t i o n  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  c o n t r o l  a t  t h e  most  v u l n e r a b l e  

p o i n t s  of i n v a s i o n  i n  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  t e r r i t o r i a l  r e s e r v e .  T h i s  
w i l l  s e r v e  t o  d e t e r  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s p o l i a t i o n  of Tukano l a n d s  

which ,  i f  i t  d i d  n o t  provoke a "massacre"  a t  l e a s t  b r o u g h t  

a b o u t  d e a t h s  orì b o t h  s i d e s  and r i s k s  p r o d u c i n g  c o n f l i c t s  of 
g r e a t e r  i n t e n s i t y  which  w i l l  b e  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l .  

A,fter 1 3  J a n u a r y ,  FUNAI o f f i c i a l s  and t h e  F e d e r a i  P o l i c e  

began  t o  e x p e l  p r o s p e c t o r s  f rom Tukano l a n d s  and n e t  w i t h  re- 
s i s t a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  companies  ( n o t  c i t ed )  %ho f i n a n c e d  

t h i s  i n v a s i o n  ( A  C r i t i c a ,  1 4 / 1 / 8 6 ) .  

Wi thout  d e n y i n g  t h e . e x t r e m e  t e n s i o n  t h a t  p r e v a i l s  be tween 

I n d i a n s  and  p r o s p e c t o r s  i n  c h e  r e g i o n  of P a r i  C a c h o e i r a  a n ä  
t h e  S e r r a  d o  T r a i r a  ( t h e  number of p r o s p e c t o r s  i s  c o n f i r m e d  t o  
be be tween 150 and  2001,  F U N A I  d e n i e s  t h e  s t o r y  of a massacre 
and  t h e  e x i s z e n c e  of a c o n f l i c t  between t h e  Tukano ñnà t h e  

w h i t e s .  The agency a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  news t o  
' 'a rumour t h a t  had i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  t h e  e s t r e n e l y  t e n s e  c l imate  

i n  which t h e  Tukano I n d i a n s  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a1arn;ed by  a l a r g e -  

s c a l e  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  l a n d s  ( O L i b e r a l ,  15/1/86). Never the-  
less ,  on  t h e  S t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  ( o n e  d a y  b e f o r e  t h e  announcement  
of t h e  m a s s a c r e )  S e b a s t i a o  Amáncio d a  C o s t a .  R e g i o n a l  D e l e g a t e  
of FUNAI f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Amazonas i n  Sianaus, r e c a l l e d  t h e  i m -  
minance  o f  a c o n f . l i c t  between w h i t e s  and I n d i a n s  ar,d d i r e c t l y  
a c c u s e d  t h e  PXSANAPANEMA mining  company of b a i n g  a n  i n s t i g a t o r  

Of i t  ( A  C r i t i c a ,  8/1/56]. 
Rio Negro,  1 6  Zanuary 1 9 8 6  
S o u r c e :  CEDI, S ï a z i l .  

A l v a r o  Ssnpaio - Tukano I n d i a n  spokesman ( P h o t o :  T e r e s a  
A p a r i c i o i  
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