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disappear for 5-15 year intervals. In West Africa, however, little is known of RVF virus transmission.
The rec'T' tiepizootic period there (1987-88) also produced human infection in some sites as well as
epidemi¢ RVF in southern Mauritania and northern Senegal. Since then, we have been monitoring RVF
virus transmission by studying domestic ungulates from this region and from Burkina Faso, Togo, Cote
d'Ivoire?L'an.d Cameroon. Sera were tested by ELISA for anti-RVF virus specific IgG and IgM. From
hundreds of sheep and cattle sampled in the river and savannah regions of northern Senegal, only 3
seroconversions were recorded in 1989 and none in 1990. Similarly, few new RVF virus infections were
found ifyjthe Sahelian and Sudanian habitats of the other countries. This rapid decline in incidence from
1987-88 ‘suggests an inter-epizootic period, and raises questions as to virus maintenance. The possible
influences of immunity and climate on the intensity of RVF virus transmission are discussed.
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Rift Varl:l%y; Fever (RVF) virus in East Africa produces epizootics that persist for 1-3 years and then

|-

¥

.

¢ e ———ty e



€L

: Volume 45 September 1991 Number 3

3 PROGRAM AND ABSTRACTS OF THE
40TH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HYGIENE

The Boston Sheraton
Boston, Massachusetts
December 1-5, 1991

Supplement to
THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF
TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HYGIENE

ORST,OPﬁ Fonds Dgcumen’gair.e‘
N 35,429 ey A
Cote 6

20 MAI 1992

PLEASE BRING THIS COPY TO THE MEETING
~ ADDITIONAL COPIES WILL BE $5.00

e :
Pp 9 gh / AY | ?’M' | = - “f{ /
BoNDY ' “ W Yﬂf ,}‘//(




