
Ment. Inst. Oswaldo Cruz, Rio de Janeiro, Vol. 91, Suppl., November, 19961 Page 253 
I 

SERA FROM Trypanosoma b. gambiense INFECTED PATIENTS CROSS-REACT WIT 
Trypanosoma cruzi RECOMBINANT PROTEIN. 
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In previous studies, we and others have shown the utility of a 24-kDa Trypanosoma cruzi recombinant anti 
(rTc24) for serological diagnosis of Chagas' disease. Also, this molecule has been proved useful to eV 
cure of chagasic patients who submitt to specific treatment. However, in all the studies done so far, the 
protein was used as a fusion with a Gluthatione-S-transferase (GST) of Schistosoma japonicunz, th 
parale11 assays to determine the anti-GST responses of all sera were required to deduce the GST noise 
serological tests. 
Here, we show the subcloning by polymerase chain reaction of the cDNA encoding the T. cruzi 24-kDa 
in a vector system (pQE) allowing us to obtain Tc24 recombinant protein as a single molecule. The 
reactivity of chagasic sera from Colombia, Ecuador, Brazil and Bolivia in ELISA against the reco 
antigen is confirmed. However, sera from patients infected with African trypanosomes recognize rTc2 
ELISA and blot. The relevance of these findings in the context of Chagas'disease diagnosis and/or the relation 
with african trypanosomes is analyzed. 
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Trypanosoma crrczi RECOMBINANT ANTIGEN AS A TOOL FOR CHAGAS' DISEASE TEST. 
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A cDNA library of ir: cruzi amastigotes, constructed in the vector Lgtl 1, was screened with a PO 
Chagasic patients, and one clone (E63) out of 26 highly positives was selected for further charac 

ility parameters are above 90% when compare 


