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LOCENE LAKE-LEVEL CHANGE IN MIDDEL DOCE RIVER BASIN (MINAS GERAIS - BRAZIL)
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hc Doce Riv cr basin provides an unusual npmrtunm to decipher regional aspects ot the

‘Bra)lhan climate during the Holocene. Several lakes were formed by d.mmnm_. of tributary
'vallcys by the l)oce River. The Doce River terraces were dated at 14,000 and 9,500 BP,
: <homn& that lhe damming initiated during the dry period which followed the Last Glacial

{nalural vcgclallon cover is a Semi-Deciduous form of “Mata Atlunnca tropical forest. Thc
- climate is relatively dry for a rain-forest region with an aserage annual rainfall of 1350 mm
./ distributed over 7 to 8 month of the wet season. In the region the hilly relief shows numerous

| msmnal features on the slopes, associated \nlh colluvial deposits in the form of very tiat

um.s ‘whose dntal part is in continuity with the valley flats. These deposits are not consistent
lh present-day vegetation and climate, They were formed during two stages of Pleistocene,

:md thc sccond one at the beginning of the Holocene.

T'A transect of cight long-cores (2.3 to 8.5 m long) obtained along a depth gradient (6 to 30 m)

. in Dom Helvécio lake. the largest of the lake complex of Middle Doce River, in order o

!dbllsh lake level variations during the Tast 10.000 vrs. The sediment column exhibits two

ry béri«xls. the present:day lesel being only reached after 1380 B The Holocene climate

- sariations are compared with other records in South America
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